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LETTERS FROM OLD TRUNKS 


The following two letters, which we are permitted to publish 
by the courtesy of Mrs. Alexander S. Salley, of Columbia, 
South Carolina, are of continuing interest. They are both writ- 
ten to John Milledge of Georgia, United States Congressman 
between 1793 and 1800, Governor of Georgia 1802-06, United 
States Senator 1806-09. 


In the first letter it must be assumed that Congressman Mil- 
ledge had accepted an invitation to visit Mr. Jefferson’s son-in- 
law, Thomas Mann Randolph, at his residence, Edge Hill, Albe- 
marle County,—or perhaps to visit the President himself at 
Monticello, and he was giving his friend a “road map” to shorten 
his journey by following back roads across the country and 
through plantations instead of taking the longer well-established 
route either by the Little River Pike or Braddock Road to the 
Carolina Road near Gainesville, and thence along that road to 
Gordonsville, and perhaps to “Bentivogle’s,” where he would 
turn west on the Mountain Road to Edge Hill. Mr. Jefferson’s 
route put the traveler on the Carolina Road just before reaching 
Norman’s Bridge. Reading his directions one recognizes the 
necessity of his instruction, “the way must be enquired from one 
stage to another.” 

The second letter is from one farmer to another and shows 
how educated and intelligent farmers of different sections cor- 
responded with each other about better methods of farming and 
experimentation with new crops and new breeds of farm animals 
in that day before the establishment of agricultural schools. His 
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experiments with Bennif as a crop which might prove of value 
in Virginia either in the making of soap or as a food crop, and 
his experience with Barberry sheep and the “many horned ram” 
are very interesting—G. MacL. B. 


LETTERS OF THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN MILLEDGE 


Thos. Jefferson presents his compliments to Mr. Milledge and 
encloses him an itinerary from hence to Mr. Randolph’s with a 
strong recommendation to him, to let no man’s persuasion induce 
him to vary the route in any part. Mr. J. after near 30 years 
travelling and trying every road, having by little and little learned 
this particular route, which he believes no other person is ac- 
quainted with, and having found it, from his own experience, to 
be the shortest that exists and far the best. 

April 30th, 1802. 


from Georgetown ferry to miles 
(1) Thomas (blacksmith) ........... 6 

Lane’s on Centerville road*....... 1 

tolerable 
1414 pretty good house 

9 

(Entertainment clean and tolerably 

well kept) 

5 will do 

Somerville’s mill ............ iva 

*Orange Court House®.......... 9 good house 


+The definition in Webster's unabridged dictionary is as follows: 

Benne: The sesame, from the seeds of which an oil is expressed called 
benne oil, used mostly for making soap. In the southern United States the 
seeds, (called also benni or benny-seeds), are used in candy making. 


*Taverns. 
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8 miserable place 
114 
OBSERVATIONS: 


From Georgetown ferry turn down the road half a mile to- 
wards Alexandria till you come to an old house on the right just 
below which, you will see an obscure road turn up a gullied hill 
side which you are to take—it is impossible to give directions as 
to right and left thro’ this route—the way must be enquired from 
one stage to another. Observe that the general course of the 
road is South West. 


(1) 


(2) 


(3) 


(4) 


Here you go directly across the Alexandria road (unless you 
wish to feed or refresh) in which case you go a quarter or 
half a mile, up to Col. Wren’s tavern, a good one, and return 
back to the same place from Thomas’s, crossing the road. 
You go by Mr. Minor’s—after entering the Ox road, you 
leave it and go through the plantations of 3 or 4 to Mr. Fitz- 
hugh’s, a good road but very zigzag on so much that if you 
ever come to a fork of a road leave always the direct one 
and take that which changes your course, which is frequently 
done at right angles, but you will be in Plantations all the 
time and can get directions—the road, tho’ private, is free 
to everybody. 


At Sangster’s enquire the new road and ford across Bull run 
which are better than the old and shorter. 


Just before you come to State run Church, you enter a large 
road at an acute angle, as Y, & seem to turn almost back in 
turning down the roads; about half a mile below the church 
you leave the great road, taking one which passes through 
a gate on the road side. 


At Elk run Church get very particular directions for the 
road to Norman’s bridge or ford—because it is very diffi- 
cult—the difficulty proceeds from your crossing several-large 
roads running up & down the country and when you enter 
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one of these you have to turn up or down to half a mile or a 
mile to find a good road leading across from it. 


Something in this manner 


indeed you will have seen a good deal of this from State run 
Church to Elk run Church where good enquiry and atten- 
tion is requisite. 
If you could go to Wren’s Tavern the overnight which is 

but 7 miles from Georgetown the stages would be 

Ist day—breakfast at Brown’s lodge at Elk run—42 mi. 

2nd day—breakfast at Stevensburg—lodge at Orange Court 
House—38 mi. 

3d day—breakfast at Gordon’s; Dine at Mr. Randolph’s—28 mi. 


Otherwise the stages will be difficult, there being no taverns but 
those I have noted. 


Dear sir,— 


Our cultivation of Bennif has not yet had entire success. The 
first year we sowed late & the frost caught it, so that we had 
scarcely seed the 2d year to raise seed for the 3d we have at 
length made in the neighborhood two or three bushels I suc- 
ceeded in expressing the oil in the iron press you saw at Foxall’s 
but the iron giving a brown tinge to the oil altho’ transparent & 
free from taste, I tried a wooden press, on the principle of that 
for flax seed which is a mortise in a bench, into one end of which 
a small bag of seed is put, and the remaining space being filled 
with blocks, a wedge is forced between them by a sledge hammer, 
& the oil drops from the bag, through a hole in the bottom of 
the mortise into a vessel below. We found this troublesome, 
embarrassing, and I then tried a conceit of my own it is a sim- 


tNote on p. 98. 
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ple mortise in a block 6 inches sq. & deep into which is inserted 
a stem of wood 2 ft. long & fitted nicely to slide up & down in 
the mortise, under this the bag of seed is placed in the mortise & 
the whole put under the beam of a cyder or tobacco press. This 
answered best of all. I had but one bushel of seed, & having to 
try so many new projects before any one succeeded, I got from 
the whole but one gallon of oil. I have mentioned these essays 
at presses on the possibility you might wish to make the oil at 
home. My greatest difficulty now is in separating the seed from 
the broken particles of the pod and leaf, if we attempt to win- 
now, the seed is so light that it goes off with the refuse particles. 
Will you be so-good as to inform me how you clear the seed from 
these particles, the plant appears to me about as hardy as cotton 
& consequently our climate will barely permit us to make enough 
for family use. 

The many horned ram which I was to have sent to Norfolk 
for you was killed by his sire. This abominable animal killed 
moreover two fine Barberry rams for me & was so dangerous 
generally that I was obliged to have him destroyed. I found the 
species very worthless. I sent the wool to Philadelphia to have 
it examined by experienced manufacturers. Their information 
was that it answered only for blanketing and was of the least 
value of all the kinds of wool. I am raising the Barberry sheep 
altogether for the table, certainly the most delicious we have ever 
seen, and the merino for the sake of the wool for sale. But these 
last have brought the scab into my flock which threatens its en- 
tire destruction. They are the smallest things I have ever seen 
in the form of sheep. 

I have written you quite a farmer’s letter. I am done with 
politics and have banished all its cares and passions, except the 
love of free government. Tho’ you are too young to have bid 
adieu to the public councils, yet I presume your present occupa- 
tion like mine is purely agricultural. Our family joins me in 
their respects to Mrs. Milledge and their wishes for her health 
as well as in the assurances of entire esteem & respect for your- 
self. 

Th. Jefferson. 


Monticello June 5 1811 
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NOTES 


1QOX-ROAD. It is difficult to make Mr. Jefferson’s use of the name Ox- 
Road conform to the map of roads included as an inset in Fairfax Har- 
rison’s “Landmarks of Old Prince William.” It would seem that Mr. Jef- 
ferson applies the name Ox-Road to the Leesburg-Alexandria Pike which 
on Harrison’s map is called “New Church Road—later Middle Pike.” 

The road was laid out in 1729 by Col. Robert Carter to get access from 
the Occoquan to his Frying Pan Copper Mines near the present dividing 
line between Fairfax and Loudoun counties. On June 27, 1799, the Fairfax 
Court acquired title to two acres of land at the junction of the Little River 
Turnpike and the Old Ox-Road on which was built the still existing County 
Courthouse —(Va. Mag., XXXVII; 181; Landmarks of Old Prince Wil- 
liam by Fairfax Harrison, pg. 326). 


2 Richard Fitzhugh (Henry,? Henry,? William!) was one of the five 
younger sons to whom Henry Fitzhugh bequeathed lands in Fairfax County 
called ‘Ravensworth.’ Richard of the text married Jan. 4, 1790, Susanna, 
daughter of Andrew Meade of Brunswick County—(Va. Mag., VII, 425; 
XXIX, 509). 

3 LANE’S ON CENTERVILLE ROAD. This seems to have been on 
the Little River Turnpike running from Alexandria via Fairfax Court 
House to Aldie in Loudoun County. This was the main road from Alexan- 
dria through Snicker’s Gap to Winchester. 

An act passed Nov. 12, 1792, established the town of Centrevilie, lying 
near Newgate in the county of Loudoun. Joseph Martin states that the name 
was chosen from its central position being equidistant from Leesburg, Mid- 
dleburg, Warrenton, Washington, Georgetown and Alexandria. Before the 
Revolution the ‘Newgate’ race track and ordinary was established, which 
under the name of ‘Centreville’ has persisted as a landmark on the map of 
Fairfax.—(Landmarks of Old Prince William by Fairfax Harrison, pg. 
476; also map op. pg. 660). 

4On June 4, 1774, a meeting was held in Loudoun at which time a com- 
mittee was appointed to represent the county at Williamsburg in August of 
that year, ‘to consider the most effectual method to preserve the rights and 
liberties of North America and relieve our brethren of Boston, suffering 
under the tyrannical act of the British Parliament,’ etc., etc. Adam Sangster 
was one of the signers of this petition—Wm. and Mary Quarterly, 1st 
series, XIT, 233). 


5 STATE RUN CHURCH. This church and its location are not known. 


6 Elk Run Church was about fifteen miles below Fauquier Court House 
on the road to Fredericksburg upon a small stream from which it took its 
name. This was in Hamilton Parish and a handsome brick church cruciform 
in shape was erected in 1769 to succeed the earlier wooden structure. By 
1811 this building was in great disrepair and has now entirely disappeared. 
No data about a tavern of the name has been found.—(Landmarks of Old 
Prince William by Fairfax Harrison, pp. 294, 296, 297). 


7 Norman’s Ford—A notable old crossing on the Rappahannock River— 
perpetuates the name of Stephen Norman, who took out land grants in 
Westmoreland County as early as 1663. He died in Stafford in 1665. The 
family may be traced by land records until 1726 when Isaac Norman then 
of lower Fauquier, patented a tract of land on the Spotsylvania side of the 
river (now Culpeper) at the crossing of the Iroquois trail. This crossing 
then became known as ‘Norman's Ford.’ Robert Carter bought Norman 
out, established there a Norman’s Ford Quarter which passed to his son 
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Charles Carter of ‘Cleve’ and from him to his son Landon Carter, who 
built a bridge at ‘Norman's Ford’ known as ‘Carter’s Bridge.’ This land- 
mark over the Rappahannock disappeared prior to the War between the 
States—(Landmarks of Old Prince William by Fairfax Harrison, 455, 
464, 500). 


8 On May 6, 1782, at a session held ‘at the Public Buildings,’ Richmond, 
an act was passed to establish a town in Culpeper to be known as Stevens- 
burg. Fifty acres of land was secured from William Bradley and vested 
in Burket Davenport, John Wharton, Robert Slaughter, Jr., Robert Pol- 
lard, Richard Waugh, James Duncanson and French Strother, Gentlemen, 
Trustees, to sell lots of half acre each, each dwelling erected thereon to be 
at least sixteen feet square. In the issue of the Fredericksburg Gazette for 
March 30, 1804, there appears an advertisement of the Stevensburg (Cul- 
peper) Academy, and in the Argus of December 18, 1808, there is another 
mention of the ‘Stevensburg Academy.’—(Hening, XI, 37; Va. Mag., XVII, 
294; XIII, 433). 


9 Orange was cut off from Spotsylvania in 1734. The early courts were 
held near Somerville Ford at the home of John Branham until the court 
house was completed in 1738. After several removals the court was held 
in 1749 at the present county seat, the Court House being erected in 1752. 
No account of Orange Tavern has been found but it was evidently at the 
Court House and Jefferson’s route seems indicated as passing through the 
county seat.—(Scott’s History of Orange County, chapter IV). 


10 Gordon’s Tavern has not been located, nor has the site of Bentovoglis’, 
but in a letter dated Bentivoglis, Nov. 29, 1800, Daniel Davis renewed his 
application to the Governor for appointment as superintendent of the arsenal 
in Richmond.—(Calendar of State Papers, 1X, 188). 


11 The route indicates that Mr. Milledge was on his way to the home of 
one of the Randolphs of Albemarle—probably to Edgehill, the home of 
Thomas Mann Randolph, the second, as he had married Mr. Jefferson’s 
daughter Martha, on Feb. 23, 1790. The journey ends eighteen miles from 
Gordonsville which would make ‘Edgehill’ most likely. Monticello was 
a miles further west.—(Wood’s Albemarle; Tyler's Quarterly, 

, 267). 
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AN OLD WILL 


The destruction of the greater part of the Prince George 
County records makes the Will and Executor’s Bond found 
ainong the papers of Charles Campbell, the historian, and given 
below, of interest. 

WILL or ELIzABETH PENISTON 


TRANSCRIPT of the last Will and Testament of Elizabeth 
Peniston, heretofore of Prince George’s County in the Province 
of Virginia, Widow. 

IN THE NAME OF GOD, AMEN, I Elizabeth Peniston 
being weak & infirm, but of perfect Sense and Memory do make 
and ordain this my last Will and Testament in Manner and form 
following revoking all former Wills by me made and as to my 
worldly Estate I give and devise the same as follows, 

IMPRIMIS, I give and bequeath to the Son of my brother 
Abraham Lucas and “the Children of my Sister Anne James”, 
all my Lands in the Island of St. Eustatia, to be equally divided 
amongst them, to them and their heirs forever. 

ITEM, I give and bequeath to John Bland the Son of Richard, 
Bland, one hundred pounds Current money. 

Item, I give and bequeath to Susanna Bland the daughter of 
Richard Bland fifty pounds Current money. 

Item, I give and bequeath to Elizabeth Savage and her heirs 
for ever the Land and plantation whereon I now live with all 
my Negroes and wearing apparel, and do order & direct that 
Robert Batte be not molested in the use of the Land overflowed 
by his Mill pond, so long as he continues his Mill. 

Item, I give and bequeath to my God daughter Martha Batte 
one handsome mourning ring. 

Item, I give and bequeath my household furniture & plate to 
my aforesaid Brother & Sisters children to be equally divided 
between them, except one bed and furniture which I give Eliza- 
beth Savage. 

Item, I give and bequeath to my Executor hereafter named 
five Per Cent upon the whole Value of my Estate for his Trouble 
in transacting the Business and one mourning ring of twenty 
Pounds Value. 
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Item, all the rest and residue of my Estate, be it of what Na- 
ture or kind so ever, I give and bequeath to Elizabeth Savage, 
and it is my Will and meaning that if the said Elizabeth Savage 
should die without leaving a child, that the Land I have given 
to be sold, and the money arising from the Sale be equally divided 
amongst my aforesaid brother and Sisters children And further 
it is my Will that if the said Elizabeth Savage should die without 
a child, as aforesaid, that the Negroes given her be equally divided 
amongst my aforesaid Brother and Sisters Children, In Witness 
whereof I have hereunto set my hand & affixed my Seal this 
13th day of June 1769, & I do appoint Theodorick Bland Exceu- 
tor to this my Will. 

Signed, Sealed, published and 
Declared by the Testatrix The mark of (E. P.) 
in presence of Elizabeth Penitson (Seal) 


Elizabeth Young 
Anne Bradley 
Wm. Bradley. 


Executor’s Bonp OF THE WILL oF ELIZABETH PENISTON 


KNOW ALL MEN that I George Jeems [James] of the Is- 
land of St. Eustatius, planter, Guardian of the bodies and Estates 
of Katherine Jeems, Anne Jeems, Sarah Jeems, John Jeems, 
Mary Jeems, Adriana Jeems, Cornelia Jeems, Peter Jeems, and 
George Jeems Minors the persons meant, intended and designed 
by the Words. “The Children of my Sister Anne Jeems, in the 
annexed Transcript of the last Will and Testament of Elizabeth 
Peniston, heretofore of Prince George’s County in the Province 
and Colony of Virginia, Widow, deceased, have made, ordained 
and constituted, and by these presents do make, ordain and con- 
stitute, and in my place and stead put my Trusty and Loving 
friend Theodorick Bland, of the County and Province aforesaid, 
Esquire, my true and lawful Attorney for me and in my Name, 
as Guardian aforesaid, and for the use of the said Minors, my 
Wards, to ask, demand sue for, recover and receive, all such 
Estate, Sum and Sums of Money, debts, goods, Wares, dues, 
accounts and other demands whatsoever, as already have, or 
at any time hereafter may, by Virtue of any Bequest or devise 
contained in the aforesaid last Will & Testament of Elizabeth 
Peniston deceased, become due, owing, payable or belonging to 
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my aforesaid Wards or any of them, & now detained, or at any 
time hereafter to be detained from them or any of them, by any 
manner of ways or means whatsoever by any person or persons 
whatsoever within the Province of Virginia aforesaid: Giving & 
granting unto my said Attorney, by these presents, my full & 
whole power Strength and Authority in and about the premises ; 
to have use and take all lawful means and ways in my name for 
the recovery thereof, and upon the Recovery and Receipt of any 
such Estate, debts, Dues or Sums of Money aforesaid, Aquit- 
tances or other sufficient discharges for me, and in my Name to 
make, Seal and deliver and generally all and every other act and 
acts, thing & things, device and devices in the Law whatsoever, 
needful or necessary to be done in or about the Premises for 
the Recovery of all or any such Estate, debts, dues or Sums of 
money aforesaid for me and in my name to do, Execute and per- 
form, as fully, largely and amply to all Intents and purposes, as 
I myself might or could do, if I was personally present, or as 
if the matter required more special Authority than is herein given. 
And Attornies one or more, under him for the aforesaid to make 
and constitute and again at pleasure to revoke. Ratifying, allow- 
ing and holding for firm and effectual, all and whatsoever my 
said Attorney shall Lawfully do, or cause to be done in and 
about the premises by Virtue hereof. In Witness whereof I have 
hereunto set my hand & Seal in the Island of St. Eustatius afore- 
said this Eleventh day of July in the Year of our Lord, one 
thousand seven hundred & Seventy three. 
GEORGE JEEMS (Sealed in red wax) 


Signed, Sealed & delivered 
in the presence of THOS WILLIAMSON 


BEFORE us, the Honourable Jan Dewind, Esquire Governor 
over the Islands of St Eustatius, Soba & St Martin &c &c &c 

This day personally appeared George Jeems, planter, who ac- 
knowledged and declared that he had, in his quality of Guardian 
as in the preceeding Letter or Warrant of Attorney is particularly 
set forth, signed, sealed and delivered the same as his free and 
voluntary act and deed for the purposes therein mentioned. 

GIVEN under our hand and Seal of Government in the Island 
of St. Eustatuis the 11th day of July Annoq Domini 1773 
(Seal in red wax) JANDEWIND 
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WILLIAM BYRD TITLE BOOK* 
(Continued ) 


The same Captain Matthews Gough 
had also granted about 500 Acres to 
John Goode,! which is called by the 
Name of Whitby. Of this the said 
Goode conveyed 200 Acres (whereof 
about 150 Acres lay above Stony Creek 
and joined to the Land of Henry 
Ayscough,) to John Stowers and Wil- 
liam Giles by Deed dated the 29th of 
August 1681 as follows 


TO ALL CHRISTIAN PEOPLE To whom this present Writ- 
ing John Goode of Henrico County in the Colony of Virginia 
Gent. sends Greeting KNOW YE that I the said John Goode 
for and in consideration of Six Thousand pounds of Good Mer- 
chantable Tobacco & Cask to me paid or secured to be paid by 
John Stowers & William Giles or either of them before the Seal- 
ing & delivery of these presents The Receipt whereof I hereby 
acknowledge & thereof & from every part thereof do acquit 
exonerate & discharge the said John Stowers and William Gyles 
their Executors Administrators & Assigns & every of them by 
these presents HAVE given granted sold aliened enfeoffed re- 
leased & confirmed And by these presents do give grant bargain 
sell alienate enfeoff release & Confirm unto the aforesaid John 
Stowers & William Gyles & their Heirs for Ever Two Hundred 
Acres of Land being the Upper End of the said John Goode’s 
plantation commonly called Whitby beginning & bounding on 
Stony Creek & going Southward down the River one hundred 
Poles and Westerly one Mile into the Woods According as the 
Lines bounds & Courses of the said Plantation are known or 
shall be found to be Together with all Woods Underwoods Com- 


*Copyright, 1940, Virginia Historical Society. 

1 John Goode the emigrant was b. in Cornwall, Eng. 1620-30, removed to 
the Barbadoes 1643-50, and was in Virginia prior to 1660. He settled at 
“Whitby” about four miles from Richmond with his wife, a Miss Mackar- 
ness, whom he m. in Barbadoes. After her death he m. Ann Bennett, who 
had recently come from Holland. He was the father of 13 children, the 
lines of many of them being traced in “Our Virginia Cousins” published in 
1887 by George Brown Goode. 
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modities or Appurtenances whatsoever to the same belonging or 
any ways appertaining TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said 
Two Hundred Acres of Land & premisses with their & every 
of their Appurtenances To the only proper Use & behoof of 
them the said John Stowers & William Gyles their Heirs & As- 
signs for Ever And the said John Stowers doth for himself his 
Heirs Executors & Administrators Covenant premise grant & 
agree to & with the said John Stowers & William Gyles their 
Executors Administrators & Assigns by these presents That 
he the said John Goode the said Two Hundred Acres of Land 
& premises with their Appurtenances to them the said John 
Stowers & William Gyles their Heirs & assigns against the said 
John Goode his Heirs & Assigns & against all & every other 
person & persons shall & will warrant & for ever defend by 
these presents And that the said John Goode his Heirs or 
Assigns shall & will at any Time or times hereafter at the 
reasonable request of them the said John Stowers & William 
Gyles or either of them Do make Acknowledge suffer or execute 
any further or other Act or Acts Thing or Things Deed or Deeds 
for the further & more perfect & absolute conveying & assuring 
the said Land & premises with their Appurtenances to them the 
said John Stowers & William Gyles their Heirs & Assigns for 
Ever. In Witness whereof I the said John Goode have hereunto 
put my Hand & Seal this Nine & Twentieth Day of August 1681. 


JOHN GOODE (Seal) 


Seal’d & delivered 
in the Presence of | Acknowledged in the Court of Henrico 


Wm Tolley County the Twentieth day of October 1681 
Thomas Buck P. John Stowers & Anne Wife of the afore- 
said John 


Test HUGH DAVIS? Dep Cl Cur 


Recorded the Day & Year aforesaid. 
P. H. Davis 


2 Hugh Davis, Deputy Clerk of Henrico County in 1681 was charged 
with “burning his hat” in contempt of a proclamation of Gov. Nicholson. 
In a long document, a denial of this charge, addressed to the Rt. Hona’ble 
Francis Nicholson, Esq., he states in part—Being very privately merry 
with some Gent. at ye house of Capt. Wm. Randolph & some persons reflect- 
ing upon the badness of my hatt (which I put on in very bad weather) I 
sayd ‘Gent, being you dislike my hatt I will burne this and wear a better.’ ”— 
(Va. Mag. VIII, 334, 335). 
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The said William Giles soon after 
conveyed the upper Moiety of the 
abovementioned 200 Acres to William 
Byrd the Elder Esqr. by Deeds Dated 
the 17th of February 1682. as follows 


KNOW ALL MEN by these presents that we William Giles 
and John Stowers, have, for & in Consideration of Three thou- 
sand Five Hundred pounds of Tobacco & Caske of Wm Byrd 
in Hand received the Receipt whereof we acknowledge & thereof 
do acquit the said William Byrd his Heirs Executors Administra- 
tors, bargained sold aliened enfeoffed & confirmed & do by these 
presents Bargain sell alien enfeoff & confirm unto the said Wil- 
liam Byrd His Heirs & Assigns for Ever One Hundred Acres 
of Land Scituate lying & being on the South Side of James 
River in Henrico County in Virginia beginning upwards at the 
Mouth of Stony Creek & runing by a Strait Course down James 
River fifty poles & thence West & by South into the Woods the 
full Mile, the said Land being the upper half of Two Hundred 
Acres lately bought by the said Giles & Stowers of Mr. John 
Goode of the said County of Henrico To Have and to hold the 
said Land with all the Houses fenced Grounds Orchards Gar- 
dens Woods underwoods profits or Conveniences whatsoever, 
to him the said William Byrd his Heirs & Assigns for Ever, & 
the said William Giles & John Stowers do covenant & agree 
with the said William Byrd his Heirs & Assigns, that the said 
Byrd his Heirs and Assigns, shall for Ever have & peaceably 
enjoy the premises, without any Molestation Eviction Trouble 
of them the said William Giles & John Stowers & from all per- 
sons whatsoever claiming by from or under them To the true 
performance of the premisses We the said William Gyles & 
John Stowers have hereunto set our Hands & Seals this 17th 


3 The will of John Stowers was proved in Henrico County in 1694, In 
the Quit Rent Rolls for that county, 1704, the widow Stowers paid for 200 
acres of land—(Va. Mag. XXVIII, 216). 
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of February A® 1682-3 Annoq Regni Regis Caroli Secundi 
tricefimo Quinto. 


Signed Sealed & Deliver’d 


in the Presence of _ WILLIAM GILES (Seal) 
RICHARD BLAND JOHN STOWERS? (Seal) 
The Mark of | 


John X Thomas 

Acknowledged in the County Court of 
Henrico the Second day of April 1683 
by William Giles & John Stowers 
unto the Honble William Byrd Esgqr. 
Test: Wm Randolph Cl Cur 
Entered amongst the Records of the 
said Court the Day & Year aforesaid. 
Test Wm Randolph 


These presents witness that Possession Livery & Seizin by Turf 
& Twig was given by John Stowers & William Giles jointly of 
One Hundred Acres of Land to Coll Wm Byrd being the upper- 
most of Two Hundred Acres they purchased of John Goode the 
22d of February 1682 In presence of 


Enter’d amongst the Records John Goode 
of Henrico County Court the Witnesses ¢ Thomas Osbourne‘ 
Second day of April 1683 To his Mark 

P WM Randolph Cl Cur 


And the next year John Stowers made 
over his lower Moiety to the said Wil- 
liam Byrd by Deed Dated the 10th of 
December 1683, as follows. 


THIS INDENTURE made the Tenth day of December One 
Thousand Six Hundred Eighty & three in the Thirty first Year 
of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord Charles the Second King of 
Great Britain France & Ireland Defender of the Faith &c. BE- 
TWEEN John Stowers of the County of Henrico & parish of 
Henrico Planter in Virginia of the one part and William Byrd 


4 Thomas Osborne of “Coxendale,” grandson of Thomas Osborne (Justice 
and Burgess) the emigrant, b. 1640, d. 1692, m. Martha, widow of John 
Branch and dau. of Thomas Jones of Bermuda Hundred. For account of 
Osborne family see Va. Mag. IV, 247, 248. 
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Esqr of the Parish & County & parish aforesaid of the other part 
Witnesseth that the said John Stowers for a full & valuable Con- 
sideration in Hand received of the aforesaid William Byrd Esqr, 
the Receipt whereof he the said John Stowers hereby acknowl- 
edgth, and doth release exonerate acquit & discharge the said 
William Byrd Esqr. his Heirs Executors & administrators from 
the same HATH Bargained sold aliened enfeoff, & confirmed 
and by these presents doth for himself his Heirs Executors & 
Administrators Bargain Sell alien enfeoff & confirm unto the 
aforesaid William Byrd Esqr his Heirs Executors Administra- 
tors & Assigns for ever, one Tract or Dividend of Land con- 
taining by Estimation One Hundred Acres be the same more 
or Less, Scituate lying & being in the County aforesaid and is 
one half of that Tract or parcell of Land lately purchased by 
the said Stowers & William Giles of Mr. John Goode & bounded 
on the Lower Side by the Land of the said Goode and on the 
upper Side by the Land now belonging to the said William 
Byrd Esqr being by him purchased of the said Giles haveing its 
due Breadth on the River & Length into the Woods. TO HAVE 
AND TO HOLD the aforesaid Hundred Acres of Land be the 
same more or Less according to the Bounds aforesaid unto the 
said William Byrd Esqr his Heirs & Assigns for Ever with all 
Houses Out Houses Orchards Gardens, Fences pastures Mead- 
ows, Woods underwoods with all Liberties priviledges & Im- 
munities whatsoever thereunto belonging without any Let Trou- 
ble hindrance or Molestation whatsoever, of him the said John 
Stowers his Heirs Executors & Administrators or any other 
person or Persons whatsoever claiming by from or under him 
or them or by or with his or their Consent Assent or procuring, 
And further the said John Stowers doth for himself his Heirs 
Executors & Administrators Covenant promise & Agree to & 
with the said William Byrd his Heirs and Assigns to deliver 
unto him the said William Byrd his Heirs & Assigns all Deeds 
writings Charters & Evidences which he hath to the said Land 
belonging, and also to make a Lawful acknowledgment & Sur- 
render of all the hereby Bargained premises at the next Court 
held for the above said County, according to the Intent & pur- 
port hereof IN WITNESS whereof he the said John Stowers 
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hath to these presents set his Hand & Seal the Day & Year 
first abovewritten : 


JOHN STOWERS (Seal) 
Signed Seal’d & deliver’d 


in the presence of Acknowledged in the County Court of 
Thomas Cocke® Henrico the Second Day of June 1684 
Richard Cocke Sen® P John Stowers. 
Wm. Randolph Test Hen Randolph Cl Cur 


Abbet Gower? 
Peter Field 


June the 2nd. 1684 John Stowers abovewritten did in Open 
Court confess Judgment unto the abovewritten William Byrd 
Esqr His Heirs and Assigns for Ten Thousand pounds of To- 
bacco & Cask conditionally to defend and maintain the above 
convey’d Land from his Wife’s Right of Dower thereto as by 
the Records may more fully appear. 


Test Hen Randolph Cl Cur.® 


5 Thomas? Cocke (son of Richard!) of Pickthorne Farm, Henrico, was b. 
1638, d. 1696. He m. 1663 Margaret Jones, widow, the mother of Major Peter 
Jones, founder of Petersburg. He was a Burgess 1679 and probably other 
years. At the time his will was probated, April 1, 1697, it appears that he 
lived at Malvern Hill and left a considerable estate to his wife and six chil- 
dren: Thomas, Stephen, John, James, Agnes m. Joseph Harwood, and Tem- 
perance m. Samuel Harwood.—(Va. Mag. III, 408 et seg. IV, 90). 

6 Richard Cocke, the elder of “Bremo,” Henrico, son of Richard the first, 
b. 1639, d. 1706. He was a surveyor and held other county offices. He m. 
Elizabeth,—and his will probated Dec. 2, 1706, names son Richard and two 
daughters, Martha m. Joseph Pleasants, ancestor of Governor James Pleas- 
ants, and Elizabeth, m. in 1695 Miles Cary—(Va. Mag. III, 410; Val. 
Papers 1V, 2291; Harrison’s Carys of Va., 49). 

7 This is evidently meant for Abel Gower, Justice of Henrico 1677-85; 
Sheriff 1681; Burgess April 25, 1679. He m. Jane, the widow Branch, who 
was the dau. of Edward Hatcher. His will proved in Henrico Jan. 1689, 
names dau. Tabitha who m. Oct. 20, 1700 (Bond) Richard Grigg. The 
Gowers were probably of the old Worcestershire English family.—(Va. 
Mag. XXV, 255; Cyc. of Va. Biography, 245; Stanard’s Register, 82. 

8 Peter Field (born about 1647) was clerk of Charles City County in 
1676 but removed to Henrico County before 1678. He was prominent in 
county activities and represented Henrico as a Burgess in 1693. He changed 
his residence again and died in New Kent County, July 24, 1707. He mar- 
ried October 21, 1678, Judith, widow of Henry Randolph and daughter of 
Henry Soane. Their daughter Mary Field (b. Feb. 3, 1679-80 d. August, 
1715) married in 1698, Thomas Jefferson and they were the grandparents 
of Thomas Jefferson the President—(Va. Mag. IV, 10; Tyler’s Quarterly 
VI, 199 ct seq, 264 et seq). 

® Henry Randolph. In note 5, Va. Mag. XLVIII, pg. 38, it is inad- 
vertently stated that the connection between Henry Randolph and that of 
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Colo Byrd was now in possession of 
1762 Acres of Land near the Falls, 
exclusive of the 150 Acres belonging 
to John Broadnax. But foreseeing he 
should want Timber & being willing 
to have Elbow Room he got a Patent 
for 3313 Acres of the Land Adjoin- 
ing thereto which being added to the 
Land he had before made the whole 
Quantity 5075, This Patent was dated 
the 20th day of February 1687, as 
follows 


The Patent to William Byrd Esqr for 5075 Acres near the 
Falls. 


TO ALL TO WHOM these presents shall come I Francis 
Lord Howard Baron of Effingham his Majesty’s Lieutent. & Gov- 
ernor General of Virginia, send Greeting in our Lord God Ever- 
lasting WHEREAS his late Majesty hath been graciously pleased 
by his Royal Letters Patents under the great Seal of England 
bearing Date at Wesminster the tenth day of October in the 
28th Year of his Reign amongst other Things in the said Letters 
Patents Contained, to continue & Confirm the ancient priviledge 
and power of granting fifty Acres of Land to every person im- 
ported into This his Majesty’s Colony of Virginia NOW KNOW 
YE that I the said Francis Lord Howard Governor &c do with 
the Advice & Consent of the Council of State accordingly give & 
grant unto the Honble William Byrd Esqr a Tract of Land con- 
taining Five Thousand Seventy five Acres lying in Henrico 
County, on the South Side of James River, and is bounded as 
follows, Viz beginning at a meare Stone on the said River’s Side, 
a little below John Stowers Ditch and running West by South 


the Randolphs of ‘Turkey Island’ has not been established. Henry of the 
text and clerk of the county in 1684, was the son of Henry Randolph 
and Judith Soane his wife, and was the uncle of William Randolph 
of Turkey Island. After the death of his father, Henry Randolph, his 
mother Judith (Soane) Randolph married Peter Field (see note 8). In 
April, 1681, there is a suit by Mr. Peter Field, guardian of Henry Ran- 
dolph, son of Henry Randolph, dec’d. which indicated that Peter Field was 
guardian of his step-son Henry Randolph, who later became clerk of the 
county.— (Va. Mag. III, 261; IV. 11). 
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along the Dividing Line of Mr. John Goode Three Hundred and 
Twenty poles to a mark’t pine, thence West 3414 degrees North 
Eighty four pole to two mark’t Trees Thence North two De- 
grees East two hundred & Ninety poles over Powetan Branch to 
Two mark’t Trees, thence North four Degrees East ‘Twenty five 
Pole thence West Eight Degrees South four Hundred sixty Eight 
pole, thence South Eight Degrees East forty two Poles, thence 
West Eight Degrees South one Hundred Pole thence West 1034 
Degrees North one hundred & Sixty Poles, thence North 1034 
Degrees East One Hundred pole, thence West 1034 Degrees 
North Eighty pole thence North 1084 Degrees East thirty two 
Pole thence West 1034, North 40 pole, thence North 1034 East 
forty pole, Thence West 47 Degrees North One Hundred Ninety 
six Pole thence West forty three Degrees South forty pole thence 
West forty seven Degrees North three hundred Eighty two pole 
to Powhite Creek at a Young mark’t Poplar, thence over the said 
Creek North fifteen Degrees East forty Six pole, thence North 
forty Degrees East fifty Pole, thence East five Degrees North 
Eighty pole, thence East thirty Degrees North forty Eight Pole, 
thence North fifteen Degrees East Eighty Poles, thence North 
fifty Degrees East Thirty Pole thence East one hundred Ninety 
Eight Pole to a heap of Rocks on the Upper side the Mouth of 
the said Creek, thence down the said River (according to the 
Meanders and Windings thereof) five Hundred Eighty one Pole 
to Reedy Creek, thence five hundred ninety two Pole to the late 
Geveyson House thence on the outside the Islands including Har- 
woods Island, my Lord’s Island, Prince’s folly Island, and Wil- 
low Island, five hundred & two Pole to a great Ash Corner Tree, 
belonging to the Orphans of Edward Lane deceased, thence West 
by South along the said Orphan’s Line three hundred & twenty 
Pole to a mark’t Scrubby Oak thence along the Head Line of the 
said Orphans and of the Land late belonging to William Elam 
South 7114 Degrees West to four mark’t Trees at the Corner, 
thence down the lower Line of the Land belonging to the said 
Elam, East by North Three Hundred Twenty Pole to three 
mark’t Trees standing on the said James River aforesaid against 
the middle of Edwards Island, thence down along the said River 
Two hundred forty four Pole to the Stone first begun at, as 
also by several Courses including Edward’s Island, Seventeen 
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hundred Sixty two Acres of which Land was formerly granted 
to the said William Byrd as P several Men’s Conveyances to 
him belonging may appear, and the Adjacent Three Thousand 
Three Hundred & Thirteen Acres lying about the heads was 
included in this Survey, according to the Bounds herementioned. 
And due by & for the Transportation of Sixty Seven persons 
onto this Colony whose names are in the Records mention’d 
under this Patent TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said Land 
with his due Share of all Mines and Minerals therein contained 
with all Rights & priviledges of Hunting Hawking Fishing and 
fowling with all Woods Underwoods Waters Rivers with all 
commodities profits & hereditaments whatsoever belonging to 
the said Land, to him the said William Byrd Esqr his Heirs 
and Assigns for Ever, in as large and ample manner to all 
intents & purposes, as hath been used and allowed since the first 
Plantation. TO BE HELD of our Sovereign Lord the King his 
Heirs & Successors as of his Mannor of East Greenwich in free 
& common Soccage & not in Capite, nor by Knight’s Service 
YIELDING AND PAYING unto our said Sovereign Lord the 
King his Heirs & Successors for every fifty Acres of Land hereby 
granted at the Feast of St. Michael the Archangel the Fee Rent 
of One Shilling which Payment is to be made Yearly from Year 
to Year, according to his Majesty’s Instructions of the 12th of 
September 1662. 


PROVIDED that if the said William Byrd Esqr his Heirs 
or Assigns do not seat or plant or cause to be seated or Planted 
upon the said Land within these three Years now next ensuing 
the Date hereof, that then it may & shall be lawfull for any 
Adventurer or Planter to make Choice thereof & Seate thereon 


GIVEN under my hand & the Seal of the Colony this Twentieth 
Day of April Anno Dni 1687. 
EFFINGHAM. 


This Additional Land being 3313 Acres 
lying on the Back of Colo Byrd’s Land 
at the Falls, not having been cultivated 
in due time according to Law, his Friend 
Benjamin Harrison Esqr petitioned for 
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the same, and obtained a Patent thereof 
Dated the Ist of October 1701 and after- 
wards assign’d it over to the said Byrd, 
as follows 


The Patent to Benjamin Harrison Esqr for 3313 Acres of 
Land lying on the Head of Colo Byrd’s Land at the Falls 


TO ALL TO WHOM these presents shall come I Francis Nich- 
olson Esqr his Majestys Lieutenant & Governor General of Vir- 
ginia send Greeting WHEREAS his late Majesty King Charles 
the Second hath been graciously pleased by his Royal Letters 
Patents under the Great Seal of England bearing Date at West- 
minster the Tenth Day of October in the eight & Twentieth Year 
of his Reign amongst other things in the said Letters Patents 
contained to continue & confirm the Ancient Power & priviledge 
of granting fifty Acres of Land for every person imported into 
this Colony of Virginia NOW KNOW YE that I the said Fran- 
cis Nicholson Esqr Governor &c do with the advice & Consent of 
the Council of State accordingly Give & Grant unto Benjamin 
Harrison Esqr Three Thousand Three Hundred & Thirteen 
Acres of Land Scituate lying & being on the South side of James 
River in Henrico County being the added part of a Patent for 
Five Thousand & Seventy five Acres of Land granted unto Wil- 
liam Byrd by Patent Dated the 20th Day of April 1687 and lying 
about the heads of and adjoining to Seventeen Hundred Sixty 
Two Acres of other Lands theretofore belonging to the said Wil- 
liam Byrd and included within the Survey of the said Five Thou- 
sand Seventy five Acres of Land as in & by the said Patent 
granted to the said William Byrd as aforesaid relation being 
thereunto had doth more fully & at large appear which said 
Three Thousand Three Hundred and Thirteen Acres of Land 
was deserted by the said William Byrd for want of Seating & 
planting according to Law & granted unto the said Benjamin 
Harrison by order of the General Court Dated the 24th of April 
1701. And is further due unto the said Benjamin Harrison Esqr 
by & for the Importation of Sixty Seven persons into this Colony 
whose Names are to be in the Records mentioned under this 
Patent TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said Land with his 
due Share of all Mines and Minerals therein contained with all 
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Rights & priviledges of Hunting Hawking Fishing & Fowling 
with all Woods Waters & Rivers with all Profits Commodities & 
Hereditaments whatsoever belonging to the said Land to him the 
said Benjamin Harrison his Heirs & Assigns for ever in as large 
& ample Manner to all intents & purposes as hath been used and 
allowed since the First Plantation TO BE HELD of our Sov- 
ereign Lord the King his Heirs & Successors as of his Mannor 
of East Greenwich in free & Common Soccage and not in Capite 
or by Knight Service YIELDING AND PAYING unto our 
Sovereign Lord the King his Heirs & Successors for every fifty 
Acres of Land hereby granted at the Feast of St. Michael the 
Arch-Angel the Fee Rent of One Shilling which Payment is to 
be made Yearly from Year to Year PROVIDED that if the said 
Benjamin Harrison Esqr his Heirs or Assigns do not Seat or 
Plant or Cause to be seated or planted thereon, within three years 
next ensuing the Date hereof, that then it shall & may be Lawfull 
for any Adventurer or Planter to make choice thereof & seat 
thereon GIVEN under my Hand & the Seal of the Colony this 
first day of October in the thirteenth Year of the Reign of our 
Sovereign Lord William the Third by the Grace of God King 
of England Scotland France & Ireland Defender of the Faith 
&c Anno Dom 1701 
FR: NICHOLSON 

The Assignment of the same to Wil- 

liam Byrd Esqr the 20th of October 

1701. 


KNOW ALL MEN by these presents that I Benjamin Harrison!® 
of Surry County Esqr the Patentee within named for the Valu- 
able Consideration of Ten pounds Sterl. in Hand paid by Wil- 
liam Byrd Esqr of Charles City, the receipt whereof I hereby 


10 Benjamin Harrison of “Wakefield,” Surry County was the son of 
Benjamin Harrison and Mary ............ his wife. He was born Sept. 20, 
1645, and died January 30, 1712-13. He was a Justice and Sheriff for Surry 
and represented that county as a Burgess 1680-82, 1691, 1697; Member 
of the Council, 1698-1705; Attorney General 1697-1702. Married Han- 
ae , and his will proved in Surry, Feb. 18, 1712, names sons 
Nathaniel, Henry, daughters Sarah and Hannah, gson Benj. Harrison. 
He was buried at the old church at Cabin Point as was his wife, but since 
the destruction of this old church it is thought their tombs have been 
removed to Brandon.—(Va. Mag. XXX, 410, 412; Stanard’s Colonial Vir- 
ginia Register). 
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acknowledge, and my self therewith fully paid, HAVE Bar- 
gained Sold Assigned and made over And by these presents do 
Bargain Sell Assign and make over from me and my Heirs to 
the said William Byrd & his Heirs and Assigns for ever All the 
three Thousand three hundred Thirteen Acres of Land within 
mentioned & granted by the within Patent being Scituate lying & 
being on the South Side of James River in Henrico County, ac- 
cording to the Bounds within mentioned. TO HAVE AND TO 
HOLD the said Three Thousand Three Hundred and Thirteen 
Acres of Land to the said William Byrd his Heirs and Assigns 
for Ever claiming or to claim by from or under me the said 
Benjamin Harrison or my Heirs or Assigns or any claiming or 
to claim by from or under me or them or any of them IN WIT- 
NESS whereof I have hereunto put my hand & Seal this Two 
and Twentieth day of October in the Thirteenth Year of the 
Reign of William the Third King of England &c Annoq Dni 
One Thousand Seven Hundred and One. 
Benja Harrison 

Signed Sealed & delivered 
in the presence of 
E. Jennings?! 
Robert Carter!” 
Wm Randolph 
Micajah Lowe?’ 
Virginia sct. 

At a General Court held at the Col- 

lege of William & Mary the 22 day 

of October 1701. 


This day came into Court Benja Harrison Esqr abovenamed pre- 
sented & acknowledged this his Assignment of this his patent 


11 This was probably Edward Jennings of “Ripon Hall,” York County 
which was later sold by his heirs to Robert Carter of “Corotoman.” He 
was born in England in 1659, came to Virginia 1680, and died in Virginia 
Sept. 5, 1727. He was Attorney General 1684; Secretary of State 1702- 
1712, 1720-1722; President of the Council, and Acting Governor June 1706 
to August, 1710. He married Frances, daughter of Henry Corbin of Mid- 
dlesex. His daughter Frances married Charles Grymes of Richmond County, 
and was the ancestress of Gen. R. E. Lee. His daughter Elizabeth Jennings 
married Robert Porteus of York County, later removed to England and 
became the mother of the Bishop of London—(Va. Mag. IV, 366; Stan- 
ard’s Colonial Virginia Register). 
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unto the Honble. Wm. Byrd Esqr And it was together with the 
said Patent admitted to Record 


Test C. C. Thacker!4 Cl Gen Cur. 


Patents for the Land call’d the Plain 


Ten miles on the back of the Falls 
Land William Byrd Esqr the Elder 
took up two other Tracts joining to 
each other and call’d the Plain con- 
taining together 4171 Acres The 
Temptation was, a great Appearance 
of Iron Oar which lay on the Surface 
in many places. This Land was 
granted to him by two Several Pat- 
ents one of 3664, and the other of 
507 Acres, and both were dated the 
20th of October 1704.1° 


The Patent of 3664 Acres 


TO ALL TO WHOM these presents shall come, I Francis Nich- 
olson Esqr. her Majesty’s Lieutenant and Governor General of 
Virginia send Greeting. WHEREAS his late Majesty King 
Charles the Second hath been graciously pleased by his Letters 


12 An account of Col. Robert Carter written by the late Dr. Wm. G. 
Stanard appears in the Virginia Magazine XXXII, pp. 18-21. (Jan. 1924). 

13 For many years prior to and after 1700 the greatest English traders 
with Virginia was the house of Perry, Lane & Co. and was the firm repre- 
senting the business interests of William and Mary College. Peter Perry 
the brother of Micajah Perry of the London firm, and his nephew Micajah 
Lowe, resided for a time in Virginia, Peter being the resident agent. The 
will of Micajah Lowe “late of Charles City in the Co!llony and Dominion 
of Virginia, but now of Carshaulton, Surrey, England, Merchant” was 
probated in Surrey, Eng. March 17, 1704.—(Va. Mag. XI, 310; Wm. and 
Mary Quar. XV, 196). 

14 Chicheley Corbin Thacker was son of Henry Thacker and Eltonhead 
Conway Thacker. He was clerk of the Council 1673 and on Sept. 7, 1700, 
signs himself Clk. Cort. of James City County. In 1705, he, with the Gov- 
ernor and nine other gentlemen was named by the Assembly as commis- 
sioners for the settlement and encouragement of the City of Williamsburg. 
rs is known of his descendants.—(Hayden, 236, 237; Hening, III, 
431). 

15 These patents of the year 1704 for 4171 acres of land between Pow- 
hite and Pockashock creeks were ten miles from the other property of 
William Byrd and were on the south side of the river. The land was ac- 
quired hoping to find iron.—(Bassett’s Writings, XXXIV). 
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Patents under the Great Seal of England bearing Date At West- 
minster the Tenth day of October in the Eight & Twentieth Year 
of his Reign amongst other Things in the said Letters Patents 
contained to continue & Confirm the power and priviledge of 
granting Fifty Acres of Land for every person imported into 
this Colony of Virginia NOW KNOW YE That I the said Fran- 
cis Nicholson Esqr Governor &c do with the Advice & Consent 
of the Council of State accordingly give and grant unto the 
Honble. William Byrd Esqr A Tract of Land laying on the South 
Side of James River on both Sides the Road to the French Set- 
tlement in Henrico County bounded as follows Viz beginning at 
an Ash upon the Water Course of Powhite Creek Thence East 
Thirty Two Degrees South One hundred Twenty Eight Poles to 
a Black Oak thence South Eleven Degrees West eighty Nine 
poles fifteen Links to a white Oak in a Swampy piece of Ground 
thence South Thirty Seven Degrees West fifty two Poles Thirty 
Two Links to a red Oak the Corner of Mr. Jefferson & Parten- 
ers thence along the Lines of the abovesaid West Seventeen and 
a half Degrees North Forty Six Pole to a Corner White Oak 
thence South Thirty Six & a half West fifty Two Poles to a 
Corner thence South Thirty one & a half Degrees West one 
hundred & Twelve poles to an Oak in Lucys Branch thence up 
the Water Course of the same Eighty Two poles to a Spanish 
Oak Seventy Seven Links above the Spring thence South Seven 
& a half Degrees West fifty Two poles to a Corner by the Road 
Side and thence West Twenty Eight and a half Degrees South 
one hundred Twenty four Poles to a Hiccory thence South Nine- 
teen Degrees East One Hundred & Eight Poles Ten Links to a 
Corner Pine on the Side of Shammapoke being the Corner of 
the abovesaid Jefferson and Parteners thence South Thirty Nine 
Degrees West crossing Shammapoke Twenty Seven Poles Twelve 
Links to a pine thence South Twenty Eight Degrees West One 
Hundred forty Nine poles to a Corner Hiccory thence West 
Thirty Eight Degrees South four hundred fifty six poles to a 
Gum on the Water Course of Pacoshock. Thence up the Same 
according to the several Meanders thereof One Thousand One 
Hundred & Eleven poles Twelve Links to a white Oak at the head 
of the same thence North Twenty Two Degrees West forty five 
pole to a Black Oak thence North Eleven & a half Degrees West 
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thirty three poles Twelve Links to a Shrubb white Oak thence 
North fifty five poles Nine Links to a black Oak thence North 
fourteen Deg West fifty five Poles fifteen Links to a Spanish 
Oak on the Road Side thence Crossing the same East fifteen 
Degrees North forty three poles to a black Oak thence East Nine- 
teen and a half Degrees North fifty two poles Twelve Links to 
a pine thence South Two Degrees East forty Poles Twelve Links 
to a Black Oak thence East Six Degrees North one hundred & 
Eleven poles to a Black Oak thence North Thirty Seven Degrees 
' Bast Sixty poles to a Shrubb white Oake thence East Twenty 
Two Degrees South one hundred Seventy & three pole Twelve 
Links to a Black Oak thence South fifty four Degrees East Sixty 
Seven Poles to a white Oake thence South forty Seven Degrees 
East Thirty Two Poles to a Biack Oak thence East Thirteen 
Degrees South Sixty Poles Twelve Links to a white Oak on the 
Water Course of Powhite Creek thence down the same accord- 
ing to the several Meanders thereof Eight Hundred Twenty 
Eight poles Twenty one Links to the place where begun includ- 
ing Three Thousand Six Hundred & Sixty four Acres the said 
Land being due unto the said William Byrd Esqr by and for 
the Transportation of Seventy four persons into this Colony 
whose Names are to be in the Records mentioned under this 
Patent TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said Land with his 
due Share of all Mines and Minerals therein contained with all 
Rights and priviledges of Hunting Hawking Fishing and Fowl- 
ing with all Woods Waters and Rivers with all profits Com- 
modities and Hereditaments whatsoever belonging to the said 
Land to him the said William Byrd his Heirs and Assigns for 
Ever in as full and Ample Manner to all Intents and purposes 
as hath been used and allowed since the first plantation TO BE 
HELD of our Sovereign Lady the Queen her Heirs and Suc- 
cessors as of her Mannor of East Greenwich in free and com- 
mon Soccage and not in Capite nor by Knight’s Service YIELD- 
ING AND PAYING unto our said Sovereign Lady the Queen 
her Heirs and Successors for every fifty Acres of Land hereby 
granted at the Feast of Saint Michael the Arch Angel the fee 
Rent of one Shilling which payment is to be made Yearly from 
Year to Year PROVIDED that if the said William Byrd Esqr 
his Heirs or Assigns do not seat or Plant nor Cause to be seated 
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or Planted thereon within three years next ensuing the Date 
hereof that then it shall & may be lawfull for any Adventurer 
or Planter to make choice thereof and Seat thereon. GIVEN 
under my Hand and the Seal of the Colony this Twentieth Day 
of October in the Third Year of the Reign of Our Sovereign 
Lady ANNE by the Grace of God of England Scotland France 
and Ireland Queen Defender of the Faith & Annoq Dni 1704 


FR: NICHOLSON 
The Patent for 507 Acres 


TO ALL TO WHOM these Presents shall come I Francis Nich- 
olson Esqr her Majesty’s Lieutenant and Governor General of 
Virginia send Greeting WHEREAS his late Majesty King 
Charles the Second hath been graciously pleased by his Royal 
Letters Patents under the Great Seal of England bearing Date 
at Westminster the Tenth Day of October in the Eight and 
Twentieth Year of his Reign amongst other Things in the said 
Letters Patents contained to continue & confirm the Ancient 
power and priviledge of granting fifty Acres of Land for every 
Person imported into this Colony of Virginia NOW KNOW 
YE that I the said Francis Nicholson Esqr. Governor & DO 
with the Advice and Consent of the Council of State accord- 
ingly give and grant unto William Byrd Esqr a Tract of Land 
lying on the South side of James River in Henrico County 
bounded as follows Vizt beginning at a Poplar on the Water 
Course of Powhite Creek on the North Side of the same thence 
North Thirty Seven Degrees West Sixty Eight poles to a Pine 
thence West Seven Degrees North ninety five poles to a Hiccory 
thence North Twenty five Degrees West One Hundred & Twelve 
poles to a red Oak thence South fourteen Degrees West Three 
Hundred Poles to a read Oak the Corner of a former Survey 
for the abovesaid Byrd thence along these Lines East fifteen 
Degrees North forty Three poles to a Black Oak thence East 
nineteeen Degrees & a half North fifty Two poles Twelve Links 
to a pine thence South Two Degrees East Forty poles Twelve 
Links to a Black Oak thence East Six Degrees South One Hun- 
dred & Eleven poles to a Black Oak thence North Thirty Seven 
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Degrees East Sixty poles to a Shrubbed White Oak thence 
East Twenty Two Degrees South One Hundred Seventy Three 
poles Twelve Links to a black Oak thence South Fifty Four 
Degrees East Sixty Seven poles to a white Oak thence South 
Forty Seven Degrees East thirty Two poles to a black Oak 
thence East Thirteen Degrees South Sixty poles Twelve Links 
to a White Oak on the Water Course of Powhite Creek thence 
up the same according to the several Meanders thereof to the 
place where it begun including Five Hundred & Seven Acres the 
said Land being due unto him the said William Byrd Esqr by & 
for the Transportation of Eleven Persons into this Colony 
whose Names are to be in the Records mentioned under this 
Patent TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said Land with his 
due Share of all Mines and Minerals therein contained with 
all Rights & priviledges of Hunting Hawking Fishing & fowl- 
ing with all Woods Waters & Rivers with all profits Com- 
modities and Hereditaments whatsoever belonging to the said 
Land to him the said William Byrd Esqr his Heirs and As- 
signs forever in as large and ample Manner to all Intents and 
purposes as hath been used and allowed since the first Planta- 
tion TO BE HELD of our Sovereign Lady the Queen her 
Heirs and Successors of her Mannor of East Greenwich in free 
and common Soccage & not in Capite nor by Knight Service. 
YIELDING AND PAYING unto our said Sovereign Lady the 
Queen her Heirs and Successors for every fifty Acres of Land 
hereby granted at the Feast of Saint Michael the Archangel the 
fee Rent of one Shilling which payment is to be made Yearly 
from Year to Year PROVIDED that if the said William Byrd 
Esqr his Heirs or Assigns do not Seat or plant nor Cause to be 
seated or planted thereon within Three Years next ensuing the 
Date hereof that then it shall and may be Lawfull for any Ad- 
venturer or Planter to make choice thereof and Seat thereon. 
GIVEN under my Hand and the Seal of the Colony this Twenti- 
eth Day of October in the Third Year of the Reign of our Sov- 
ereign Lady ANNE by the Grace of God of England Scotland 
France and Ireland Queen Defender of the Faith &c Annoq 
Dni 1704. 


FR: NICHOLSON 
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EVIDENCES FOR FALLING CREEK 
Colo Byrd’s Patent for 1820 Acres near Falling Creek 


TO ALL TO WHOM these Presents shall come I Francis 
Lord Howard Baron of Effingham His Majesty’s Lieut and 
Governor Genrl of Virginia Send Greeting in our Lord God 
Everlasting WHEREAS his Late Majesty hath been gra- 
ciously pleased by his Royal Letters Patents under the Great 
Seal of England bearing Date at Westminster the Tenth Day 
of October in the 28th Year of his Reign, amongst other 
Things in the said Letters Patents Contained, to Continue & 
Confirm the Ancient Priviledge and power of granting Fifty 
Acres of Land for every person imported into this His Majes- 
ty’s Colony of Virginias NOW KNOW YE that I the said 
Francis Lord Howard Governor &c DO with the Advice & 
Consent of the Council of State accordingly GIVE & GRANT 
unto the Honble William Byrd Esqr A Tract of Land con- 
taining Eighteen Hundred & Twenty Acres Three Hundred 
Acres part hereof being his due by a Purchase from William 
Giles by Sale bearing Date the 29th of March 1683 the Residue 
being King’s Land lying & being in the County of Henrico, & in 
the Parish of Varina, and on the South Side of James River 
(Vizt) Beginning at a Corner white Oak standing in Grindons 
Run, belonging to the Land of Peter Lee and running thence on 
his Head Line North East Sixty Three Poles to Three Corner 
Trees, being the Corners of Henry Sherman’s Land, thence 
along Sherman’s Head Line North North East Two Hundred & 
Two Poles to the Line of Edward Dealy, thence North West 
Two Hundred & Forty Six Poles to a Corner Pine, thence South 
West by South Six Hundred Eighty Eight Poles, crossing Grin- 
don’s Run, and the Main Branch of falling Creek to a Corner 
Pine, thence South & by East one hundred Eighty Six Poles to 
a Corner Pine, thence South East Two Hundred fifty Six poles 
to a Corner pine, nigh the Line of Seth Ward, thence along 
Ward’s Line East by North Three Hundred forty four poles to 
a Corner Ash Tree standing on the Main River, at the Mouth 
of the Spring Run, thence along the River North & by East half 
East, fifty six poles to the Mouth of falling Creek, thence up 
falling Creek as it Sends to the Mouth of Grindon’s Run, thence 
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Crossing falling Creek, and tendeth up Grindons Run as it Wind- 
eth & Turneth to the Place we began, including the aforesaid 
Eighteen Hundred & Twenty Acres of Land, the said Land being 
due for & by the Transportation of Thirty One persons into this 
Colony whose Names are in the Records mentioned under this 
Patent. TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said Land with his 
due Share of all Mines and Minerals therein contained, with all 
Rights and Priviledges of Hunting Hawking Fishing & Fowling 
with all Woods Waters & Rivers with all Profits Commodities & 
Hereditaments whatsoever belonging to the said Land to him 
the said William Byrd Esqr his Heirs & Assigns for Ever in 
as large and Ample Manner to all Intents & purposes as hath 
been used & allowed since the first Plantation TO BE HELD 
of our Sovereign Lord the King his Heirs and Successors as 
of his Mannor of East Greenwich in free & Common Soccage 
and not in Capite nor by Knight Service YIELDING AND 
PAYING unto our said Sovereign Lord the King his Heirs & 
Successors for every fifty Acres of Land hereby granted at the 
Feast of St Michael the Archangel the Fee Rent of One Shil- 
ling, which Payment is to be made Yearly from Year to Year 
according to his Majesty’s Instructions of the 12th of Septem- 
ber 1662. PROVIDED that if the said William Byrd Esqr 
his Heirs or Assigns do not Seat or plant or Cause to be seated 
or planted upon the said Land within these three years now 
next Ensuing the Date hereof that then it shall & may be Law- 
full for any Adventurer or Planter to make Choice thereof & 
Seat thereon GIVEN under my Hand & the Seal of the Col- 
ony this Twentieth Day of April Anno Dni 1687. 


EFFINGHAM 


That part of this Land which lyes above Grindon’s Run being 
299 Acres was afterwards granted by Colo Byrd to William 
Blackman. 
Walter Clotworthy’® having 267 Acres 
very convenient & adjoining to the 
foregoing Tract conveyed the same to 


16 The only mention found of the name Clotworthy is in 1653 when by 
order of the Council of State a license was granted to Sir John Clot- 
worthie, Knt. to transport into America 500 natural Irish men.—(Sains- 
bury Abstracts, cited in Va. Mag. XVII, 357). 
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William Byrd the Elder by the follow- 
ing Deed the 22d Day of March 1699 


THIS INDENTURE made the 22d day of March in the Elev- 
enth Year of the Reign of Our Sovereign Lord William the 
Third by the Grace of God of Great Britain France & Ireland 
King Defender of the Faith &c And in the Year of our Lord 
God 1699 BETWEEN Walter Clotworthy of the County of 
Henrico of the One part And William Byrd Esqr of the County 
of Charles City of the other part WITNESSETH That the said 
Walter Clotworthy for the Valuable Consideration of Thirty 
pounds Eighteen Shillings & Six pence Sterling to him in hand 
paid by the said William Byrd Esqr the Receipt whereof he 
hereby acknowledgeth and from the same & every part thereof 
Releaseth & dischargeth him his Heirs Executors & Administra- 
tors Hath Bargained Sold aliened conveyed & Granted And by 
these presents doth Bargain sell alien convey & confirm unto him 
the said William Byrd Esqr his Heirs & Assigns for Ever, One 
Tract or parcel of Land Scituate Lying & being upon Branches’ 
Brook in the County of Henrico aforesaid, And containing about 
Two hundred and Sixty Seven Acres be it more or less being the 
Land the said Walter Clotworthy now liveth on: Bounded on the 
same William Byrd, William Soane,17 Henry Turner!§ & Thomas 
Brooks TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said Tract or parcel 
of Land be the same more or Less together with all Woods 
Waters Rivers Houses Orchards Gardens priviledges Emolu- 
ments Hereditaments & Appurtenances to the same belonging or 
in any Wise appertaining AS also all Writings Patents & Escripts 
relating to the same to him the said William Byrd Esqr his Heirs 
and Assigns for Ever in a good Sure and firm Estate & Title in 
Fee Simple without any let or disturbance of me the said Clot- 
worthy my Heirs Executors or Administrators Or any person 


17 William Soane was born 1651. His will made in 1704 names his 
wife Martha, daughter Elizabeth wife of John Thweatt, sons John, Henry, 
and Samuel, and a daughter Martha. His sister Judith Soane married first 
Henry Randolph, second, Peter Field—(Wm. and Mary Quarterly IV, 127). 

18 Henry Turner may have been the man of that name who in 1704 paid 
a tax for 200 acres of land in Henrico and in the same year paid for 250 
acres in New Kent. According to St. Peter’s Parish Register his wife Sarah 
died Feb. 26, 1686-7, and a son John in the same year.—(Va. Mag. XXVIII, 
216; St. Peter’s Register, 444). 
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claiming by from or under me them or any of them PROVIDED 
always nevertheless & it is the true meaning & intent of these 
presents that if the abovenamed Clotworthy d(ated) the twenty 
Second day of March which shall be in the Year One Thousand 
Seven Hundred & Two by himself or any other for his Use pay 
the abovementioned Sum of Thirty pounds Eighteen Shillings 
and Six pence Sterling at the Now dwelling House of the said 
William Byrd Esqr unto him or his Order on Demand after the 
said Second Day of March 1702 then these presents to be Void 
Null & of None Effect Any thing herein contained to the Con- 
trary Notwithstanding IN WITNESS whereof & to every part 
of the Premises the said Walter Clotworthy hath hereunto set 
his Hand & Seal the Day & Year first mentioned. 


Signed Sealed & delivered his 

in the Presence of WALTER X CLOTWORTHY 
Giles Webb!® mark 
Wm Ballew?° (Sealed with red wax) 
E Tayclin 


Henrico County, April 1, 1699 
Acknowledged in Open Court by the 
Subscribed Walter Clotworthy 

Test James Cocke Cl Cur. 


There having been Iron Works on Falling Creek in the time of 
the Company and Colo Byrd having an Intention to carry them 
on, and foreseeing that abundance of Wood might be necessary 
for so great a Work, he took up a large Tract adjoining to the 
foregoing Land by patent Dated the 29th of October 1696. As 
follows 


19 Giles Webb son of John and Jane Webb of England, was born about 
1662. In 1689, he in a deed styles himself ‘Giles Webb, of Varina Parish, 
Gentlemen.’ In 1693 he was Lieutenant of Rangers protecting the frontiers, 
later being made captain of Militia, and in 1699 was appointed one of the 
Justices of the county. He married, after the death of her first husband, 
Henry Randolph, in 1693, Sarah, the daughter of Col. Thomas Swann and 
died without issue in 1713.—(Va. Mag. XXVI, 21). 

20 William Ballou testified in York County Court, April 24, 1679, that he 
served as a soldier in the late Rebellion with Bacon six weeks, being his own 
voluntary act.—(7yler’s Quarterly VII, 210). 
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TO ALL TO WHOM these presents shall come I Sir Edmund 
Andros Knight his Majesty’s Lieut & Governor General of 
Virginia send Greeting WHEREAS his Late Majesty King 
Charles the Second hath been graciously pleased by his Royal 
Letters under the Great Seal of England bearing Date at West- 
minster the Tenth Day of October in the Eight & Twentieth 
Year of his Reign amongst other Things in the said Letters Pat- 
ents contained to continue & confirm the Ancient power of grant- 
ing fifty Acres of Land for every person imported into this Col- 
ony of Virginia NOW KNOW YE That I the said Sir Edmund 
Andros Knight Governor &c DO with the Advice & Consent of 
the Council of State accordingly do give & Grant unto Colo Wil- 
liam Byrd five Thousand Six hundred forty four Acres of Land 
Lying & being in the County of Henrico & on the South Side 
James River, Viz Beginning at a Corner pine belonging to the 
Land of Walter Clotworthy & runneth thence West North West 
Nine hundred & Ten poles crossing Three Branches to a Corner 
Black Oak Thence West three hundred Sixty Two poles to a 
Corner white Oak standing on Elam’s Path Then North West 
& by West five hundred poles to a Corner White Oak on the said 
path Thence North & by West One Hundred & Twenty poles to 
a Corner Black Oak Thence North West half West forty poles 
to Elam’s Corner white Oak on falling Creek Thence crossing 
that Creek North One hundred & Thirty poles to a Corner black 
Oak Thence East Two hundred & fifty Six poles to a Corner 
black Oak Thence East South East One hundred & Twelve poles 
to a Corner Pine Thence South One hundred & three poles to a 
Corner Pohiccory. Thence South East & by South One hundred 
forty three Poles to a Corner Pine Thence East Crossing Several 
small Branches five hundred forty Eight Poles to a Corner Pine 
Thence South East & by East Ninety four Poles to a Corner 
Black Oak Thence North East & by East One hundred Eighty 
four poles crossing a Branch of Pockashock to a Corner white 
Oak Thence East Two Hundred & fourteen poles to a Corner 
white Oak Thence North East Eighty Eight Poles to three Cor- 
ner Black Oaks on Pockashock Main Branch just above the 
Lower Fall Thence down Pockashock Branch as it Trendeth to 
Falling Creek Thence down Falling Creek according to the Mean- 
ders thereof to the Old Line of Colo William Byrd’s former 
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Survey Thence on his Old Line South West & by South One 
hundred & Sixty poles Crossing a Branch to a Corner pine and 
South and by East Sixty six poles to Clotworthy’s Corner black 
Oak Thence on his Line South West Threefourths West five 
hundred Twenty Nine poles to the place it begun The said Land 
being due unto the said Colo William Byrd by & for the Importa- 
tion of One Hundred & thirteen Persons into this Colony whose 
Names are to be in the Records mentioned under this Patent 
TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said Land with his due Share 
of all Mines & Minerals thereon contained with all the Rights & 
priviledges of Hunting Hawking Fishing & Fowling with all 
Woods Waters & Rivers with all profits Commodities & Heredi- 
taments whatsoever belonging to the said Land to the said Wil- 
liam Byrd his Heirs & Assigns for Ever in as large & ample 
Manner to all Intents as hath been used & allowed since the first 
Plantation TO BE HELD of our Sovereign Lord the King his 
Heirs and Successors as of his Mannor of East Greenwich in 
fee & common Soccage and not in Capite nor by Knight’s Service 
YIELDING AND PAYING unto our said Sovereign Lord the 
King his Heirs & Successors for every fifty Acres of Land 
hereby granted at the Feast of Saint Michael the Archangel the 
Fee Rent of One Shilling which Payment is to be made Yearly 
from Year to Year PROVIDED that if the said Colo William 
Byrd his Heirs or Assigns do not seat or Plant of Cause to be 
seated or planted on the said Land within three Years next ensu- 
ing the Date hereof that then it shall & may be Lawfull for any 
Adventurer or Planter to make choice thereof & Seat thereon 
GIVEN under my Hand & the Seal of the Colony this Twenty 
ninth Day of October in the Year of the Reign of our 
Sovereign Lord William by the Grace of God of England Scot- 
land France & Ireland King Defender of the Faith & Annoq 
Dni 1696. 
E ANDROS 


(To be Continued) 
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A CRISIS IN EDUCATION, 1834* 
(Washington College) 
(Continued ) 


By Wiu1aM D. Hoyt, Jr. 


3. From the Lexington Union, September 20th, 1834. 

No. 2. Mr. Editor—Knowing as I do that there is a neces- 
sity for some additional effort in behalf of Washington College, 
and that this effort must be speedily made in order to rescue 
it from oblivion, I was not surprised at seeing in your last paper, 
a very spirited article over the signature of Hampden. His pen 
is wielded with dexterity: but | am disposed to suspect that 
inasmuch as it has been a long time since he was a student of 
our College, his notions about some few particulars are incor- 
rect. However, in the main I cheerfully coincide with him, and 
am heartily glad to see so able a pen enlisted in so good a cause. 
For the present I shall waive a consideration of those features 
in his essay which I conceive to be objectionable; but shall in 
due time notice some prominent assertions that are unquestion- 
ably faulty. 


In my last I feared to ‘pluck the wizard beard of hoary 
error, and in conclusion barely alluded to the long fondled 
prejudices of the Trustees with regard to the improvement of 
College property. The masterly manner in which Hampden 
has portrayed the deplorable condition of the College edifices, 
supersedes the necessity of my noticing (as intended) that 
part of the subject. I suppose the same pen would have de- 
lineated the broken features of that once lovely hill, had not 
the rude appearance of the buildings cast a dark shade 
athwart the line of contrast. Why are those gullies, mortar 
holes and brick piles not levelled over? And why are those 
mutilated buildings not removed in order to give place to 
others worthy the name of the institution and the honor of 
the state? The ostensible reason is that the students are 
so reckless of their own character and the reputation of the 
institution that a building any way neat and _ respectable, 


*Copyright, 1940, Virginia Historical Society. 
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would soon be disfigured by the application of the ‘bandies 
and snow-balls’. Has this the force of argument, and is it 
worthy the appellation of a reason? Where are the laws 
and the faculty to enforce these laws? How happens it that 
the building erected for the scientific department has escaped 
the all destroying bandy club? Simply because its neatness 
is admired, and the demolishing hand of the reckless stu- 
dent forbears. 

The large centre building recently denominated the ‘Dutch 
barn’, is not merely objectionable on account of its appearance, 
but there are other objections equally as formidable, and which 
would probably meet the economical views of the Trustees with 
as much force. This building is upwards of 100 feet by 50 or 
60 wide, and can accommodate at least 24 persons; there being 
twelve rooms intended for students. Let these few remarks 
relative to the property of College suffice: our object was to 
prosecute an inquiry into the causes which have brought about 
the down fall of this institution. 


It has already been insinuated that there was something like 
indifference manifested by certain men in authority. As an evi- 
dence of this indifference there has rarely ever been an explicit 
publication of those particulars, which it is usual for the trus- 
tees of literary institutions to make public. It is true that the 
public are occasionally notified of the time when the session will 
commence. Recently in glancing over the columns of your paper, 
my attention was arrested by the unusually conspicuous and for- 
mal manner in which the commencement of the present session 
of Washington College was announced. I do not think that the 
faculty or the trustees (whosever duty it may be) have ever 
been particularly faithful in notifying the public of the time when 
the sessional exercises of this institution would commence, al- 
though its sessions have within a few years undergone several 
material changes. 

Since the days of its honored patrons and illustrious donor, 
up to 1833, the year has been divided into two sessions of five 
months each. Up to 1830 the sessions closed on the 18th of 
April and October of every year, and commenced on the 18th 
of May and November. From 1830 to 1833, the sessions com- 
menced on the first Mondays of May and November, and ended 
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on the last Thursdays of March and September. The last ses- 
sion of 1833-34 commenced on the first Monday of November, 
and closed on the first Monday of July—making a session of 
eight months. The present and probably many succeeding ses- 
sions will continue for ten months—commencing on the first 
Monday of September and ending on the first Monday of July. 


Now sir, I will not pretend to say that the public has not been 
successively advertised of these changes; but if it has, it has 
been done in one or two italicised lines cramped and crowded 
into one corner of your paper, where no one would be likely to 
see it unless by accident.—Does not all this savor of indifference? 
How strange a thing it is that the friends of the institution have 
so seldom thought it worth while to announce in any formal 
manner the commencement of its sessions. The literary world 
scarcely know that there is such an institution as Washington 
College. Its commencement and its sessions pass off like the 
domestic concerns of a retired family. No one, save those who 
are most intimately connected with it, know what it has done, 
or is likely to do, unless by sheer accident, or by the mouth of 
‘vague rumor’. I do not think that formality in the announce- 
ment of its sessions is necessary to its celebrity; on the contrary 
there are none who disregard more than I do pitiful formality: 
but I do think that the fact of its being so rarely and so inform- 
ally announced, argues great indifference on the part of its super- 
visors. 


As a nursery of science and art Washington College has pe- 
cuniary advantages, and advantages in location, equal, if not 
superior to any other literary institution in our country. Now 
why, (to use the language of Hampden) has it dwindled and 
dwindled into insignificance? 

I have protracted these remarks to a greater length than I 
had intended, and yet I have omitted many things which I will 
be under the necessity of referring to another number, which 
may appear at some future time. Before I conclude I must 
hastily embrace the few remaining moments, purloined as they 
are from other and more important duties, to redeem the prom- 
ise I made, to notice an assertion or two which Hampden has 
thought proper to make with regard to the scientific department. 
After speaking of the library, which in truth, consists only of 
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30 or 40 law books, a pile of political documents, some tattered 
portions of historical works, a musty folio or two, and 3 or 4 
antiquated Hebrew authors, he says—‘a small laboratory may 
be seen in the new building which scarcely deserves the name’. 
I understand him as embracing the whole of the chemical appa- 
ratus in his expression ‘small laboratory’—because without the 
recent purchase there is no pretensions to a laboratory. Now 
if my interpretation is correct, I should judge that he has not 
lately seen the interior of the new building. The chemical 
apparatus so far as it extends, is not inferior to any in the 
state, and perhaps it would not be an egregious mistake to 
say nearly as extensive. The apparatus for illustrating the sci- 
ence of electricity and galvanism, in particular, is complete, and of 
very superior order. Dr. Farnum, the able and accomplished 
professor of Chemistry, says that this galvanic battery is as 
powerful as Dr. Hare’s of Philadelphia, which he has had ample 
opportunity of testing during several years usage. The philo- 
sophical apparatus is not complete: however that part of it de- 
signed to illustrate the science of mathematics is complete, and 
in point of accurate correctness perhaps equal to any in the 
U. States. The mathematical department is wofully defective, 
it is true, having only a few shattered fragments of old instru- 
ments, if we except a pair of fine globes and a new Theodolite. 
In this same paragraph Hampden has taken the liberty to insinu- 
ate that the Alumni are deficient in scholarship. I dare say, Mr. 
Editor, that Washington College has sent, and is sending into the 
world, young men whose erudition, although not as general, is 
as correct as that acquired at any other institution in our country. 

I do not know that much would be gained by requiring the 
present Trustees to surrender their charge into the hands of 
the Legislature. They know more about the concerns of the 
institution, and are capable of doing as much as any other set 
of men, provided they could be aroused from this dreary Rip 
Van Winkle like slumber of theirs. But if they will sleep, let 
them sleep—and by and by, when they come down from the 
mountains, they will find that ‘their glory has departed, and the 
sceptre is given to another’. 


Fuscus. (Phil Ewing) 
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4. From the Lexington Union, September 20th, 1834. 

Mr. Editor.—The statement made by the writer who calls 
himself Hampden, respecting the condition of Washington Col- 
lege, is partial, exaggerated and false, especially in the following 
material allegations. 

1. That only ‘3 or 4 students’ are in attendance at college. 
There were at least twice as many when he wrote. There are 
now 14 or 15 besides the grammar school, and more are expected. 
The reduction in the number of students might, by a candid 
observer, be ascribed to causes which the present professors 
were unable to control. 


2. That the two oldest buildings have ‘long since ceased to be 
occupied’. One of them is occupied, even now, by those who 
might, if they chose, occupy other parts of the buildings. The 
college buildings are not in so ruinous a condition as the writer 
pretends. 


3. When the writer asserts that no sound is heard in the 
buildings but ‘the flickering of the bat and the hooting of the 
solitary owl’, and that ‘the apartments are tenanted only by bleat- 
ing sheep and filthy swine’—he utters pure fictions destitute of the 
slightest ground work of truth. Sheep and swine have no access 
to the college grounds; and the usual routine of college exer- 
cises is going on in the buildings. 

4. It is not true that ‘scarcely a vestige remains’ of the ‘many 
new and valuable works’ formerly in the library Some have 
been much worn by 30 or 40 years’ constant use: a few may 
have been lost: but on the whole the library is as good as ever 
it was, and with the large libraries of the literary societies in 
college furnishes great variety and abundance of reading for 
the students. 


5. So far from the ‘laboratory’ in college being ‘small, and 
scarcely deserving the name’, as he asserts, few colleges have so 
good a chemical and philosophical establishment. The apparatus 
is not entirely complete, but still extensive, well kept, and regu- 
larly used, when occasion requires, for the instruction of the 
classes. In former years some damage was done to the old ap- 
paratus, by intruders breaking into the rooms where it is kept. 
But that danger is now avoided. 


A CRISIS IN EDUCATION, 1834 135 


Other particulars might be noticed, all tending to shew that 
the writer’s statement is altogether uncandid, and evidently de- 
signed to excite prejudice, and to give a colour of justice to his 
main design, which was to injure the professors & trustees ; whom 
he charges indiscriminately with ‘wilful, foul, inexcusable mis- 
management’, and ‘the most reckless and culpable negligence’. 
For the truth of this libellous denunciation, he offers nothing but 
the statement just noticed. 


Now, as any man who will visit the college may see that his 
statement is false in all the particulars which we have pointed 
out; so any man may infer that the charges dealt out with such 
fury, are nothing better than the ebullitions of ill temper, on a 
subject beyond the capacity of the writer to handle with judg- 
ment and with good effect. 

Q. (Rev. H. Ruffner) 


5. From the Lexington Union, September 27th 1834. 


Washington College—No. 2. When I before addressed you 
on the condition of this prostrate institution, I confidently hoped 
that as it was the first, it would also be the last time. In doing 
so I was prompted by the best of motives. A deep and heart- 
felt solicitude for its resuscitation was the principal one: I saw 
with feelings of the most painful character that it was about to 
expire without a murmur, and that no one dared even whisper 
a reproach against those, who I thought were justly chargeable 
with its ruin—I had long waited, believing that some able pen 
would be employed to charge it home upon them; but I waited 
in vain. At length I ventured to give a plain and unvarnished 
statement of what I honestly did, and do yet believe to be the 
facts. My object was not to give offence, nor to vent my spleen 
against the Trustees and Professors of the institution but to 
awaken inquiry, to arouse if possible, from their lethargy those 
who were obviously neglecting their dearest interests, and at the 
same time to alarm those who were and had long been sleeping 
over their highly responsible duties, hoping that an effort would 
be made to resuscitate, and finally to save it from utter desola- 
tion. 


But I was so unfortunate as to run foul of some quibbler, who 
calls himself Q. who it appears will not suffer himself to be 
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pricked without wincing. I cannot but admire his spirit, but I 
despise his manner of evincing it. Indeed I had thought of per- 
mitting his tirade of abuse to pass unheeded by, but fearful that 
it might offend him too deeply, I will notice it more good humor- 
edly and respectfully than he deserves. 

As to his first assertion, that my statements were partial, ex- 
aggerated, and false. I will make this general reply. They may 
have been partial, for I confess the half had not been told; ex- 
aggergation was impossible, but least by Hampden, and I shall 
permit him to chuckle with the belief, that they are false, and 
let him have all the sport to his satisfaction. But I am compelled 
to mar it in some degree by informing him that one or more 
highly honorable members of the board of Trustees of College 
have been heard to acknowledge that the statements made by 
Hampden were true, were lamentably ‘too true’ now let him ‘crack 
his cheeks’ if it pleases him.—And here I would barely remark 
that this doughty champion has ventured only to attack the out- 
posts, he dared not assail the entrenchments. No Sir, facts are 
stubborn things. I asserted that, mismanagement, foul and reck- 
less mismanagement, had long existed and continued to exist. 
At this strong hold he aimed not a shaft. He knew it was im- 
pregnable. He knew it was true and he dared not to contravert 
it. Thus far I commend his prudence. 


But in detaii. First as to the number of students. I stated 
the number of those who had matriculated at 3 or 4. Q. says 
there were at least twice that number.—Heaven save the mark! 
six or eight! not enough by a dozen to dispossess the owls and 
bats and sheep and swine, which owing to the scanty subsistence 
afforded them in College and on the College lot, he would have 
us believe are not able to reach the wide staring crevices or 
paneless windows of the buildings, or to climb over the low 
and easy stile which opens a wide way for this host of students 
into the enclosure. 

But he says the buildings are not in as ruinous a condition 
as Hampden represents them. I had hoped for the credit of 
human nature and for the comfort of those who had so proudly 
immortalized themselves by their erection, that this part of the 
subject would never again be called up to our recollection, that 
no one would be found who had effrontery enough to deny the 
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impression of his own senses. I hope for Q’s sake that he is 
not blind, can it be? but charity would almost induce us to 
wish that he may be so that at least his reputation for veracity 
might be safe. To deny what stares every man in the face, 
who has eyes, even from our streets—Windows without sash or 
glass, holes without doors, the walls of the two old buildings 
crumbling down, the interior far worse, yea, abominably filthy 
unless recently cleansed, the horrific or terrific pile in the centre, 
frowning with scorn upon the old steward’s house below once 
filled with boarders, but now, Oh spare us the description? Oh 
save us from the sight but preserve our eyes! My dear Q. pray 
never mention the subject again! ‘Tis beyond Hampden’s capa- 
city to handle with judgement of good effect.’ 

Need I advert again to the Chemical and Philosophical estab- 
lishment, I will only ask again what has become of the apparatus 
for which thousands of dollars had been expended previous to the 
year 1828. Who can or who will dare to respond to this question ? 
On this subject as well as several others of which he may or may 
not be wholly ignorant Q. is almost entirely silent, but in attempt- 
ing to evade it replies, ‘few colleges possess so good a philosophi- 
cal and chemical establishment’. If he had been disposed to be 
honest he would have acknowledged, that all or nearly all the 
apparatus at present belonging to college had as I plainly asserted, 
been purchased within the last 7 or 8 years. He however ac- 
knowledges that it is not entirely complete. Why was he not 
honest enough to say that it might have been complete, I will 
assert it, if he is afraid or ashamed to do it, that if the money 
expended had been judiciously appropriated, and the apparatus 
carefully preserved, Washington College in that important de- 
partment might have stood proudly preeminent in Virginia, and 
might have rivalled any institution in the United States. But 
on this subject enough has been said, I admit that Q. asserts the 
truth when he says that the apparatus is sufficiently ‘extensive 
and well kept’ and that it is ‘regularly used’ when ‘occasion re- 
quires’ for occasions of that sort are not likely to occur very fre- 
quently, and it is at least probable that it will not be materially 
injured by ‘intruders’ as in times long past, and the very worthy 
professor who has the sole charge, together with a fine house 
which contains it, has entire leisure to stand by and watch over 
its preservation. 
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As regards the library, I need not repeat what I have said in 
my first number. Many persons are yet living amongst us who 
know and can avouch the truth of the statement. Where that 
library is, or how it has been disposed of, those who ought to 
know cannot or will not tell. 


And now I am forever done with Q. and lest he should be 
disposed to trouble us with any more of his foul but harmless 
abuse we will concede to him that there are subjects too dark and 
intricate for Hampden or any other plain and honest individual 
‘to handle with judgement and good effect’. 


But my friend and coadjutor Fuscus deserves a passing notice. 
I would advise him to persevere, and if he should ever think 
proper to take the very learned and highly respectable gentleman 
by the sleeve who has to!d him of Doctor Hare’s battery, and at 
the same time give his friend a deep thrust, I shall not complain. 
We will not differ about small matters, and I can only say that 
we are aiming at the same objects but by different means, and of 
this let him be assured that should he unintentionally err or be 
misconstrued in a minute or unimportant particular, Hampden 
if not the last, will not be the first to assail him! May our com- 
bined efforts be successful. 


And now notwithstanding I have trespassed greatly upon you 
we feel inclined to pursue the subject a little farther. 


A meeting of the board was held on Monday the 15th inst. 
and we have had the satisfaction to learn, that a committee was 
appointed to take into consideration the condition of the institu- 
tion, and to report to the next meeting (which we trust will be 
shortly) some system of reform calculated to correct or eradicate 
the corruptions and abuses which have so long unfortunately ex- 
isted. Would to God! they would commence at the foundation 
of the buildings. We have heard that tuition fees are to be 
abolished, that a professorship of Law is to be established, and 
that one of Military tactics has been favorably spoken of. All 
this we have heard. We do not assert it positively or with any 
degree of certainty. 

We rejoice at the faint glimmering of hope with which these 
vague reports inspire us. We fondly hope that it will ere long 
be realized. That this venerable institution which has so long 
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been suffered to languish, which has so long been the reproach 
of every one committed with its management, and an object of 
deep solicitude to every friend of science and good morals, will 
yet be seen to arise from its ruins, and assume and maintain 
that high and elevated standing which its rich endowments and 
its advantageous location authorize us with confidence to expect. 

But should we be frustrated or disappointed in those fondly 
cherished anticipations—should the same weak, imbecile and 
reckless system of management, be permitted to continue, with all 
its baneful influences staring them in the face, then, instead of 
the feeble voices, which have reached them through your col- 
umns, the long, loud, and unceasing cry of an injured community, 
will assail their ears, and they will be constrained to hear at the 
peril of their places and their reputation. 


Hampden. (J. R. Jordan) 


6. From the Lexington Union, September 27th, 1834. 


Washington College. Mr. Editor—Washington College has 
declined. It has fallen from its ancient standing. What is the 
cause of its decline? There must be some cause. Permit me, 
Mr. Editor, to give a brief statement of facts in answering this 
question. Several years since Washington College was in a 
flourishing condition; the faculty were strict and regular in their 
system of education; every thing was managed with order and 
decorum. The trustees were busy and active in its concerns; 
they were attentive to every thing incumbent upon them. Since 
the time referred to the faculty have gradually relaxed in their 
discipline, and the board of trustees have become more and 
more indifferent about its affairs. This difference of treatment 
has in my opinion produced the gradual decline of Washington 
College. What is the reason that students coming to it from 
other institutions are much better scholars than those who have 
studied the whole course at this institution? The reason is 
that the system of education in other institutions is more per- 
fect, and their discipline is more strictly maintained than in 
Washington College. Were the same system of education main- 
tained, that was maintained several years back, & the same dis- 
cipline rigidly observed that was then observed, it would again 
flourish, and become pre-eminent among the seminaries of the 
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land. Recently the former system of education has been altered. 
Whether with a good or bad effect sufficient time has not in my 
opinion been afforded for deciding. But from the time that has 
elapsed since the new system went into operation, the beneficial 
tendency of it seems to be less than that resulting from the old 
system. The first thing that occurs is that the President has 
too much power. This authority should be limited by the trus- 
tees, and he should be responsible for his acts respecting the 
institution. Neither the President nor the Professors should be 
members of the Board of Trustees. Since the new system went 
into operation the institution has not stopped in its downward 
course—its decline has seemed to proceed more rapidly than be- 
fore. From this I infer that the system pursued must be de- 
fective since it does not answer the object for which it was estab- 
lished. However as the new system has not been long estab- 
lished, perhaps it may be considered as not having rightly gone 
into operation. The present condition of Washington College 
is owing partly to the resignation of Dr. Marshall, and partly to 
the operation of the causes of which I have spoken above. That 
the College has declined is evident from comparing its present 
state with what it once was—from comparing its administration 
during the last one or two years with its administration several 
years ago. That this institution has declined, appears so evident 
I firmly believe, the trustees themselves are convinced of it and 
are attempting to resuscitate the by-gone days of former pros- 
perity, though it appears to me that their system of education is 
imperfect, and will fail to produce this desirable end. The rea- 
sons why I think thus are: since the operation of the new system 
Washington College has declined more rapidly than ever; dis- 
cipline has not been so rigidly maintained as formerly; and the 
trustees, though the new system proceeded from them, seem to be 
indifferent about its good or bad effect. As for the office of 
President, none would suit it better in my opinion, than a Minis- 
ter of the gospel—one whose learning is profound, who is well 
qualified for the office, who would act with energy, industry and 
vigilance—one whose manners as well as system of education, are 


agreeable. 
An Observer. (Eliott Alexander) 


(To be continued ) 
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VIRGINIA IN 1726 


ForEWoRD 


The Virginia State Library has recently secured photostat 
copies of the reports made by Gov. Hugh Drysdale covering the 
“present state of Virginia” in 1726. Because of the great value 
of the information given in these reports we are grateful for 
the opportunity of publishing them in the Virginia Magazine. 


G. MacLAREN Brypbon. 


1726 


The present State of Virginia 
with respect to the Colony in General. 


The Rt. Honble George Earl of Orkney His Mat’ys Lieutenant 
& Governor General. 


The Honble Hugh Drysdale Lt. Governor & Commander 
in Chief. 


Council: 


Edmund Jenings, Robert Carter, James Blair, Phillip Ludwell, Wil- 
liam Byrd, Nath’l Harrison, Mann Page, Cole Digges, Peter Beverley, 
John Robinson, John Carter, Rich’d Fitzwilliam, John Grymes; Wm. 
Robertson, Clk., Jno. Baskervyle, Door-keeper. 

Principal Officers by patent and otherwise : 

Comissary for the Bp. of London—The Rev'd James Blair. 

Secretary of ye Colony—John Carter Esq’r. 

Auditor of his Mat’ys Revenues—Horatia Walpole Esq’r. 

Receiver Gen’l of His Mat’ys Revenues—John Grymes Esq’r. 

Deputy-Auditor—Nath’l Harrison Esq’r. 

Attorney General—John Clayton Esq’r. 

Officers of the Gen’l Court Vice-Admiralty: 

Edmund Jenings, Robert Carter, James Biair, Phillip Ludwell, Wil- 
liam Byrd, Nath’l Harrison, Mann Page, Cole Digges, Peter Beverley, 
John Robinson, John Carter, Rich’d Fitzwilliam, John Grymes: Judges 
of the Gen’l Court. Rich’d Hickman, Clk. 

John Clayton Esq’r, Judge of the Court of Vice Admiralty; Wm. 
Hopkins, Advocate; Thomas Crew, Register; Wm. Gordon, Marshall. 
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Officers of the Customs &c 
Richard Fitzwilliam Esq’r, Survey'r Gen’l 


Districts Collectors Naval officers 
Upper part of James River.. John ............ ister ffrancis Lightfoot 
Lower part of James River.. Tho ............ Michell Wilson Cary 
York Richard Ambler Wm. Robertson 
Rappahanock burn Christop. Robinson 
Potomeck Henry Moryson Thomas Lee 
Henry Scarburgh Edmund Scarburgh 
Griffith Bowen............... Surveyor Cape Cha. 

Keeper of the Magazine at Wms’burgh: 

Henry Cary 
Gunners of the batteries: 

At James River at old Comfort—George Walker 


York River at York Town—Wm. Gordon 
at Gloucester Town—John Lester 
Rappa. River 
at Tappahannock—Rich’d Parker 
Escheators : 
Between York & Rappa. Rivers—Jno. Robinson Esq’r. 
Between James & York Rivers—Edmund Jenings, Esq'r. 
For the Eastern Shore—Hancock Custis gen. 
For the South Side of James River—Henry Harrison gen. 
Officers of the Assembly: 
John Holloway Esq’r, Speaker 
William Laneve, Chaplain 
Wm. Robertson, Clk. of ye Gen’l Assembly 
John Randolph, Clk. of the House of Burgesses 
Godfrey Pole, Clk. of the Committee of propositions & Grievances 
Miles Cary, Clk. of the Committee of Claims 
Phillip Finch, Sergeant at arms & Mace bearer 
4 Doorkeepers. 


Indian Interpreters: 
James Adams—Pamunckey & Chickahominy Indians 
Henry Briggs—Nottoway, Maherin & Nansemond 
Charles Kymball—Sapone, Occoneechees, Stuckanocks & Toteroes 


The present State of Virginia 
with respect to the Counties in particular 
ACCOMACK COUNTY 


Acres of Land: 230,720. Tithables: 1,300 

Sheriff : John Kendall 

Coroners: Hen. Scarburgh, Hancock Custis 

Justices of the peace: Hen. Scarburgh, Henry Custis, Edm’d Scarburgh, 
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Rich’d Drumond, Wm. Burton, Dan’! Welburn, John Kendall (Quorum) 
Morris Sheppard, Henry Bagwell, Hill Drumond, Wm. Bivens, Edw’d 
Revell, Geo. Parker. 

Burgesses: Edm’d Scarburgh, Henry Scarburgh 

Clerk of County Court: Cha. Snead 

Land Surveyor: Mitchell Scarburgh 

Parish: Accomack. Minister: Mr. Black 

No. Militia: Horse, 180—Foot, 420 

County Lieutenant: Hen. Scarburgh 

Sort of Tobacco: Arronoco 


BRUNSWICK COUNTY 


Acres of Land: .....seseseseee Tithables: 160 
Land Surveyors: Drury Stith, Tho. Cocke 
Parish: Saint Andrew 

Sort of Tobacco: Arronoco 


CHA. CITY COUNTY 


Acres of Land: 91,599. Tithables: 1,082 

Sheriff: ffra. Hardyman 

Coroners: Littlebury Epes, Drury Stith 

Justices of the peace: Drury Stith, Henry Soame, James Duke, ffra. Light- 
foot, Sam’l Harwood, Lewellin Epes, James Mander, Sam’l Harwood 
ju’r, (Quorum) ffra. Hardyman, John Stith, Benja. Harrison, John 
Edloe, John Banister 

Burgesses: Sam’! Harwood jun’r, John Stith 

Clerk of County Court: Littlebury Epes 

Land Surveyor: Rob’t Bolling 

Parish: Westover. Minister: Mr. Peter ffountain 

No. Militia: Horse, 130—Foot, 296 

County Lieutenant: Wm. Byrd 

Sort of Tobacco: Arronoco 


ELIZ. CITY COUNTY 


Acres of Land: 33,748. Tithables: 813 

Sheriff : Joseph Selden 

Coroners: Anth’o Armistead, James Servant 

Justices of the peace: Anth’o Armistead, Simon Hollier, Thomas Wythe, 

John King, Joshua Curle, Rob’t Armistead, John Lowry, Jacob Walker 

(Quorum) James Wallace, Sam’l Sweney, Joseph Banister, Joseph Sel- 
den, John Seldan, Wilson Cary, Tho. Mitchell 

Burgesses: Tho. Wythe, Rob’t Armistead 

Clerk of County Court: Tho. Mingham 

Land Surveyor: John Lowry 

Parish: Elizabeth City. Minister: Mr. Thompson 

No. Militia: Horse, 87—Foot, 256 

County Lieutenant: Cole Digges 

Sort of Tobacco: Sweetscented 
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ESSEX COUNTY 


Acres of Land: 181,101. Tithables: 2,472 

Sheriff : Tho. Waring 

Coroners: John Lomax, Wm. Dangerfield 

Justices of the peace: Jno. Lomax, Wm. Daingerfield, Reuben Welch, Tho. 
Catlett, Tho. Waring, Salvator Muscoe (Quorum) Rob’t Brooke, Benja. 
Robinson, Leon'd Hill, ffra. Thornton, Jno. Battail 

Burgesses: Robert Jones, Wm. Daingerfield 

Clerk of County Court: Wm. Beverley 

Land Surveyor: Rob’t Brooke 

Parishes: Southfarnham, Saint Anne, Saint Mary 

Ministers: Lewis Latane, Mr. Cawthern, Owen Jones 

No. Militia: Horse, 242—Foot, 613 

County Lieutenant: Peter Beverley 

Sort of Tobacco: Sweetscented 


GLOUCESTER COUNTY 


Acres of Land: 164,013. Tithables: 3,421 

Sheriff: ffra. Willis 

Coroners: Giles Cook, Henry Willis 

Justices of the peace: Gab. Throckmorton, Hen. Armistead, Cha. Tomkies, 
ffra. Willis, Hen. Willis, Tho. Booth, Giles Cook (Quorum) Tho. Hayes, 
Tho. Read jun., Geo. Nichoias, Jno. Alexander 

Burgesses : Giles Cook, Henry Willis 

Clerk of County Court: John Clayton 

Land Surveyor: Tho. Cook 

Parishes: Abbingdon, Petso, Ware, Kingston 

Ministers: Tho. Hughes, Emanuel Jones, Jno. Richards, Mr. Wye 

No. Militia: Horse, 290—Foot, 721 

County Lieutenant: Mann Page 

Sort of Tobacco: Sweetscented 


HANOVER COUNTY 


Acres of Land: 205,936. Tithables, 1,941 

Sheriff : David Meriwether 

Coroners: David Meriwether, Isaac Winston, Ch. Clark, David Crawford 

Justices of the peace: Nicho. Meriwether, Roger Thompson, Cha. Chiswell, 
David Meriwether, Wm. ffleming, Isaac Winston, Cha. Hudson, Ch. Clark, 
David Crawford (Quorum) Peter Garland, Jno. Anderson, James Over- 
ton, Rich’d Harris, Tho. Anderson, Cha. Snelson, Rich’d Clough 

Burgesses: Nicho. Meriwether, Rich’d Harris 

Clerk of County Court: Arthur Clayton 

Land Surveyor: John Syme 

Parishes: St. Paul’s, St. Martin’s. Minister: Mr. Brookes 

No. Militia: Horse, 106—Foot, 332 

County Lieutenant: Wm. Byrd 

Sort of Tobacco: Sweetscented 
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HENRICO COUNTY 


Acres of Land: 326,251. Tithables: 2,453 

Sheriff : Jno. Redford 

Coroners: John Worsham, Tho. Randolph 

Justices of the peace: Wm. Randolph, Tho. Jefferson, Wm. Kennon, Tho. 
Randolph, Hen. Randolph ju., John Redford, ffrancis Epes, Joseph Royal 
jun., Rich’d Randolph, Hen. Anderson (Quorum) Rich’d Kennon, John 
Soane, John Woodson, Bowler Cocke, Jno. Bolling jun, Wm. Mayo, 
Edw’d Booker, Joseph Mayo, Dan’l Stoner 

Burgesses: Wm. Randolph, John Bolling 

Clerk of County Court: Henry Wood 

Land Surveyor: ffrancis Epes 

Parishes: Varina als Henrico, Bristol, part, King William, Saint James 

Ministers: Wm. Finney, Geo. Robertson, Mr. Murdock 

No. Militia: Horse, 230—Foot, 615 

County Lieutenant: Wm. Randolph 

Sort of Tobacco: Arronoco 


JAMES CITY COUNTY 


Acres of Land: 87,217. Tithables: 1,347 

Sheriff : Rob’t Goodrich 

Coroner: Edw’d Jaquelin 

Justices of the peace: Jno. Clayton, Wm. Broadnax, Edw’d Jaquelin, Wm. 
Brown, Wm. Marston, Jno. Netherland, Benja. Weldon, David Bray, 
Lewis Burwell (Quorum) Henry Cary, Henry Powers, Rich’d Hick- 
man, John Tyler, Rob’t Goodrich, Joseph Eggleston 

Burgesses: Arch Blair, John Clayton 

Clerk of County Court: Mich’l Archer 

Land Surveyor: Wm. Comrie 

Parishes: James City, Bruton, part. Ministers: Wm. Le Neve, James Biair 

No. Militia: Horse, 102—Foot, 230 

County Lieutenant: Phillip Ludwell 

Sort of Tobacco: Sweetscented 


ISLE OF WIGHT COUNTY 


Acres of Land: 214,966. Tithables: 1,844 

Sheriff : Tho. Brewer 

Coroners: Arthur Smith, Wm. Wilkinson 

Justices of the peace: Arthur Smith, Wm. Bridger, Hen. Applewaite, Joseph 
Godwin, Tho. Walton, Geo. Norsworthy, Tho. Brewer, Matt Jones, James 
Baun (Quorum) Tho. Applewhite, Wm. Kinchin, Hardy Council, Wm. 
Wilkinson, John Edwards 

Burgesses: Hen. Applewaite, Joseph Godwin 

Clerk of County Court: James Ingles 

Land Surveyor: John Allen 

Parishes: Warwicks Creek, Newport. Minister: Mr. Barlow 

No. Militia: Horse, 210—Foot, 650 
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County Lieutenant: Arthur Smith 
Sort of Tobacco: Arronoco 


KING GEORGE COUNTY 


Sheriff : Wm. Strother 

Coroner: Wm. Thornton 

Justices of the peace: Wm. Robinson, Nicho. Smith, Wm. Thornton, Jona. 
Gibson, Joseph Strother, John Spicer (Quorum) Tho. Vivion, Meredith 
Price, Sam’l Skinker, Tho. Turner, Rowl’d Thornton, Benja. Strother, 
Wm. Strother jun. 

Burgesses: Nicho. Smith, Wm. Thornton 

Clerk of County Court: Tho. Turner 

Land Surveyor: John Savage 

Parishes: Hanover, Sittenburn pt. Ministers: John Prince, Mr. Blacknall 

No. Militia: Horse, 108—Foot, 341 

County Lieutenant: Rob’t Carter 

Sort of Tobacco: Arronoco 


KING AND QUEEN COUNTY 


Acres of Land: 239,141. Tithables: 2,685 

Sheriff: John Leigh 

Coroners: Gawin Corbin, Geo. Braxton, C. C. Thacker 

Justices of the peace: Gawin Corbin, James Taylor, Geo. Braxton, John 
Leigh, Rich’d Johnson, Wm. Southerland, Wm. Todd, Rob’t Baylor 
(Quorum) Rob’t Dudley, Hen. Hickman, Tho. Foster, Ch. Beverley, 
Philip Todd, Geo. Moore, Sam’! Smith, Amb. Madison 

Burgesses: Rich’d Johnson, Geo. Braxton 

Clerk of County Court: C. C. Thacker 

Land Surveyor: Harry Beverley 

Parishes: Stratton Major, St. Stephens, Drysdale 

Ministers: Jno. Skaife, Mr. Dunbar, Jno. Harlow 

No. Militia: Horse, 221—Foot, 607 

Sort of Tobacco: Sweetscented 


KING WILLIAM COUNTY 


Acres of Land: 212,582. Tithables: 2,389 

Sheriff : John Butts 

Coroner: Aug’t Moore 

Justices of the peace: Geo. Dabney, Phil Whitehead, John Butts, Aug’t 
Moore, Tho. Carr jun’r, Wm. Smith, John Quarles, Wm. Dandridge, 
Wm. Claiborn (Quorum) Henry Fox, Leon’d Claiborn, James ffountain, 
Henry Webber, Walter Chiles, John Sutton, Nath’l West, John Camm 

Burgesses: Wm. Aylett, Phillip Whitehead 

Clerk of County Court: Wm. Aylett 

Land Surveyor: Harry Beverley 

Parishes: St. Johns, St. Margarets. Ministers: Mr. Clark, Mr. Bromskill 

No. Militia: Horse, 186—Foot, 410 
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County Lieutenant: John Carter 
Sort of Tobacco: Sweetscented 


LANCASTER COUNTY 


Acres Of Tithables, 1,249 

Sheriff : James Ball 

Coroner: Jno Turbervile 

Justices of the peace: Henry Fleet, Wm. Ball, Jno. Turbervile, Rich’d Ball, 
Tho. Carter, Rich’d Chichester, Geo. Heale, Joseph Ball (Quorum) 
Thomas Lee, Edwin Conway, James Ball, Cha. Burges, Hen. ffleet jun. 

Burgesses: Edwin Conway, Wm. Ball 

Clerk of County Court: Tho. Edwards 

Land Surveyor: Jno. Coppedge 

Parishes: Christ Church, St. Marys White Chappell 

Minister: Mr. Bell 

No. Militia: Horse, 94—Foot, 251 

County Lieutenant: Rob’t Carter 

Sort of Tobacco: Arronoco 


MIDDLESEX COUNTY 


Acres of Land: 73,696. Tithables: 1,150 

Sheriff : Ch’r Robinson 

Coroners: John Price, Matt Kemp 

Justices of the peace: Ch’r Robinson, Jno. Wormeley, Roger Jones, Oliver 
Segar, John Price, Edwin Thacker (Quorum) Matt. Kemp, Armistead 
Churchill, Edw’d Berkeley, Henry Jones, Adam Cockburn 

Burgesses: Matt. Kemp, Edwin Thacker 

Clerk of County Court: Wm. Stanard 

Land Surveyor: Tho. Cook 

Parish: Christ Church. Minister: Bartho. Yates 

No. Militia: Horse, 122—Foot, 307 

County Lieutenant: John Robinson 

Sort of Tobacco: Sweetscented 


NANSEMOND COUNTY 


Acres of Land: 150,960. Tithables: 1,692 

Sheriff : Barnaby Kerney 

Coroner: John Lear 

Justices of the peace: Tho. Jordan, Cha. Drury, Wm. Wright, Tho. Godwin, 
James Redwick, John Lear, Hen. Baker, Joseph Meredith, Jno. Nors- 
worthy, Tho. Jordan jun’r (Quorum) John Yates, Wm. Butler, Jno. 
Wright, Edw’d Streator, Barnaby Kerney, Rob’t Betts, Andrew Meade, 
Dan’l Pugh, David Osheae, John Milner 

Burgesses: Tho. Godwin, Henry Baker 

Clerk of County Court: Ch’r Jackson 

Land Surveyor: Henry Baker 

Parishes: Upper parish, Lower parish, Chuckatuck. Minister: Mr. Jones 

No. Militia: Horse, 220—Foot, 494 
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County Lieutenant: Tho. Godwin 
Sort of Tobacco: Arronoco 


NEW KENT COUNTY 


Acres of Land: 94,271. Tithables: 1,348 

Sheriff: Jno. Sclater 

Coroners: John Scott, Jno. Armistead, Rich’d Richardson 

Justices of the peace: Hen. Holdcraft, John Scott, Thomas Butts, John 
Sclater, Charles Lewis, Wm. Macon, Nicho. Aldersey, Wm. Kenny, Rich’d 
Richardson (Quorum) Rob’t Burbridge, Jno. Armistead, Tho. Bray, Wm. 
Meriwether, Ebenezer Adams, Tho. Massie, Wm. Morris, Joseph ffoster 

Burgesses: John Thornton, Tho. Massie 

Clerk of County Court: John Thornton 

Land Surveyor: John Syme 

Parishes: Blisland, St. Peters. Ministers: Mr. Taylor, Mr. Lang 

No. Militia: Horse, 102—Foot, 236 

County Lieutenant: Wm. Byrd 

Sort of Tobacco: Sweetscented 


NORFOLK COUNTY 


Acres of Land: 123,632. Tithables: 1,188 
Sheriff : John Hare 


Coroner: Sam’l Boush 
Justices of the peace: Sam’! Boush Sen’r, James Wilson, Geo. Newton, 


Wm. Craford, Sam’l Smith, Sam’l Boush jun., Rich’d Cheshire (Quorum) 
Edw’'d Thurston, Willis Wilson, Nath. Newton, Tho. Willoughby, Tho. 
Scott, John Hare 

Burgesses: Wm. Craford, Geo. Newton 

Clerk of County Court: Solo. Wilson 

Land Surveyor: Sam'l Boush jun’r 

Parish: Norfolk. Minister: .............0 

No. Militia: Horse, 173—Foot, 326 

County Lieutenant: Sam’! Boush 

Sort of Tobacco: Arronoco 


NORTHAMPTON COUNTY 


Acres of Land: 106,093. Tithables: 1,044 

Sheriff : Jacob Stringer 

Coroners: John Robins, James Forse, Luke Johnson 

Justices of the peace: Geo. Harmanson, John Robins, James fforse, Tho. 
Marshall, Devereaux Godwin, Ralph Pigott (Quorum) Luke Johnson, 
Jacob Stringer, Tho. Savage jun., Severn Eyre, Matt. Harmanson, Arthur 
Robins, Wm. Burton, Wm. Tankred, Jno. Potter, Gawton Hunt, Jacob 
Duay, Tho. James 

Burgesses: Geo. Harmanson, Tho. Marshall 

Clerk of County Court: Godfrey Pole 

Land Surveyor: Luke Johnson 

Parish: Hungars. Minister: Tho. Dell 
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No. Militia: Horse, 110—Foot, 237 
County Lieutenant: Geo. Harmanson 
Sort of Tobacco: Arronoco 


NORTHUMBERL’D COUNTY 


Acres of Land: Tithables: 1,723 
Sheriff : Cha. Lee 
Coroner: Peter Presley 
Justices of the peace: Peter Hack, Peter Presley, Rich’d Neale, Geo. Ball, 
Tho. Hughlett, Cha. Lee, Phillip Smith (Quorum) John Keen, Jno. Shap- 
leigh, Wm. Eustace, Sam’l Bonam, Sam’! Heath, Sam’! Blackwell 
Burgesses: Peter Presley, Geo. Ball 
Clerk of County Court: Rich’d Lee 
Land Surveyor: Wm. Ball 
Parishes: ffairfield, Wiccocomoco. Minister: .........0. 
No. Militia: Horse, 211—Foot, 452 
County Lieutenant: Rob’t Carter 
Sort of Tobacco: Arronoco 


PRINCESS ANNE COUNTY 


Acres of Land: 123,612. Tithables: 1,046 

Sheriff : Willoughby Merchant 

Coroner: Jno. Moseley 

Justices of the peace: Edw’d Moseley, Jno. Moseley, Jno. Cornick, Hen. 
Chapman, Jno. Ballithoe, Antho. Walke, Ch’r Burroughs, Willoby Mer- 
chant, Hillary Moseley, ffra. Land (Quorum) Tho. Thorowgood, Rob’t 
Vaughan, Wm. McClanahan, ffra. Mase, Tho. Haynes, Radulphus Mal- 
bone, ffra. Woodhouse, Jno. Thorogood 

Burgesses: Hen. Spratt, Max Boush 

Clerk of County Court: Cha. Sayer 

Land Surveyor: Sam’! Boush jun’r 

Parish: Lynhaven. Minister: Mr. Tenet 

No. Militia: Horse, 185—Foot, 294 

County Lieutenant: Edw’d Moseley 

Sort of Tobacco: Arronoco 


PRINCE GEORGE COUNTY 


Acres of Land: 188,231. Tithables: 1,624 

Sheriff : Wm. Harrison 

Coroners: Rob’t Bolling, John Poythress, Jno. ffitzgareld 

Justices of the peace: Jno. Poythress, Rob’t Mumford, Rob’t Hall, Rob’t 
Bolling, Lewis Green, Bullard Herbert, Drury Stith, ffra. Epes jun., Wm. 
Harrison (Quorum) Jno. Beard, Tho. Ravenscroft, Tho. Cocke, Jno. ffitz- 
gareld, Wm. Poythress, David Walker, James Bell, Wm. Epes jun. 

Burgesses: Rob’t Bolling, Jno. Poythress 

Clerk of County Court: Wm. Hamlyn 

Land Surveyor: Rob’t Bolling 

Parishes: Bristol pt., Martin Brandon 
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Ministers: Geo. Robertson, Mr. Finney 
No. Militia: Horse, 221—Foot, 417 
County Lieutenant: Nath. Harrison 
Sort of Tobacco: Arronoco 


RICHMOND COUNTY 


Acres of Land: ............... Tithables: 1,450 

Sheriff : Joseph Belfield 

Coroner: Cha. Barbar 

Justices of the peace: Cha. Barber, Tho. Griffin, Jno. Tayloe, Wm. ffantle- 
roy, Wm. Downman, Cha. Grymes (Quorum) Joseph Bellfield, Rob’t Tom- 
lin, John Metcalf, Sam’l Peachey, Newman Brokenburgh 

Burgesses : Cha. Barbar, Tho. Griffin 

Clerk of County Court: Marm Beckwith 

Land Surveyor: Tho. Barbar 

Parishes: Sittenburn pt., Northfarnham 

Ministers: Mr. Blacknall, Jno. Garzia 

No. Militia: Horse, 115—Foot, 292 

County Lieutenant: Rob’t Carter 

Sort of Tobacco: Arronoco 


SPOTSYLVANIA COUNTY 


Acres of Land: 145,699. Tithables: 950 

Sheriff : Goodrich Lightfoot 

Coroners: Aug’t Smith, Larkin Chew, Goodrich Lightfoot 

Justices of the peace: Harry Beverley, Jer. Clowder, Aug’t Smith, Good- 
rich Lightfoot, Jno. Taliaferro, Larkin Chew, Rob’t Beverley, Wm. Smith 
(Quorum) Tho. Chew, Wm. Bladsoe, Hen. Goodloe, Edwin Hickman, 

John Chew 

Burgesses: Larkin Chew, ffra. Thorton 

Clerk of County Court: John Waller 

Land Surveyors: James Taylor, Aug’t Smith 

Parish: St. George. Minister: Mr. Stage 

No. Militia: Horse, 75—Foot, 294 

County Lieutenant: Peter Beverley 

Sort of Tobacco: Sweetscented 


STAFFORD COUNTY 


Sheriff : Wm. Stork 

Coroner: Hen. ffitzhugh 

Justices of the peace: Rice Hoe, Dade Massey, Hen. ffitzhugh, Wm. Stork, 
Tho. Hoper, Tho. Harrison, Townsend Dade, Jno. ffitzhugh (Quorum) 
ffrench Mason, Abra. ffarrow, Cha. Broadwater, Jno. Linton, Antho. 
Thornton, Rice Hoe jun., Rob’t Alexander 

Burgesses: Geo. Mason, Wm. Robinson 

Clerk of County Court: Gatesby Cocke 

Land Surveyor: Henry Coniers 
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Parishes: St. Paul, Overworton. Ministers: Mr. Steward, Alex’r Scott 
No. Militia: Horse, 202—Foot, 370 

County Lieutenant: Rob’t Carter 

Sort of Tobacco: Arronoco 


SURRY COUNTY 


Acres of Land: 228,770. Tithables: 2,049 

Sheriff : Benj. Edwards 

Coroners: Wm. Gray, Rob’t Wynne 

Justices of the peace: Wm. Brown, Hen. Harrison, Jno. Simmons, Wm. 
Gray, Tho. Collier, Stith Bolling, Rob’t Wynne, Arthur Allen (Quorum) 
Tho. Cocke, Howell Edmunds, Wm. Edwards, Benja. Edwards, Wm. 
Brown jun., John Mason 

Burgesses: Wm. Gray, Henry Harrison 

Clerk of County Court: John Allen 

Land Surveyor: John Allen 

Parishes : Southwark, Lyons Creek. Minister: Mr. Cargill 

No. Militia: Horse, 214—Foot, 410 

County Lieutenant: Nath. Harrison 

Sort of Tobacco: Arronoco 


WARWICK COUNTY 


Acres of Land: 39,108. Tithables: 701 

Sheriff : William Cole 

Coroners: Wm. Cole, Miles Wills 

Justices of the peace: Miles Wills, Wm. Harwood, Nath. Hoggard, William 
Cole, Tho. Haynes, Rob’t Phillipson (Quorum) Jno. Langhorne, Rich’d 
Whitaker, Wm. Roscow, Wilson Cary, Miles Cary, Tho. Wills 

Burgesses: Wm. Cole, Wm. Roscow 

Clerk of County Court: Ralph Gough 

Land Surveyor: John Lowry 

Parish: Warwick. Minister: Mr. Hewitt 

No. Militia: Horse, 63—Foot, 210 

County Lieutenant: Cole Digges 

Sort of Tobacco: Sweetscented 


WESTMORELAND COUNTY 


Acres of Land : .........:.:s000 Tithables: 2,011 

Sheriff: John Elliott 

Coroners: Thomas Lee, Hen. Ashton, Benja. Berryman 

Justices of the peace: Benja. Berryman, Henry Ashton, Burdit Ashton, 
Jno. Chilton, Thomas Lee, Henry Lee (Quorum) Aug’t Washington, Tho. 
Newton, Geo. Turbervile, John Elliott, Wm. Lord 

Burgesses: Geo. Escridge, Thomas Lee 

Clerk of County Court: Tho. Sorrell j 

Land Surveyor: Tho. Newton 

Parishes: Cople, Washington. Ministers: Walter Jones, Mr. De Butts 
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No. Militia: Horse, 209—Foot, 425 
County Lieutenant: Rob’t Carter 
Sort of Tobacco: Arronoco 


YORK COUNTY 


Acres of Land: 69,219. Tithables: 1,625 

Sheriff : Graves Packe 

Coroners: Henry Tyler, Law. Smith 

Justices of the peace: John Holloway, Hen. Tyler, Law. Smith, Tho. Nel- 
son, Arch. Blair, Graves Packe, Wm. Sheldon, Wm. Starke (Quorum) 
Edw’d Tabb, John Blair, Matt. Pierce, Sam’l Timson, Rich’d Ambler, 
John Buckner, ffra. Hayward 

Burgesses: Law. Smith, Edw’d Tabb 

Clerk of County Court: Phillip Lightfoot 

Land Surveyor: Jno. Sclater 

Parishes: Bruton pt., York Hampton, Charles 

Ministers: Mr. Blair, ffra. ffountain, Mr. ffaulkner 

No. Militia: Horse, 160—Foot, 391 

County Lieutenant: Edm’d Jenings 

Sort of Tobacco: Sweetscented 


(p 112) 
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No. 2 Virginia 
Present State of Virginia 
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NORFOLK, PORTSMOUTH, and GOSPORT AS 
SEEN BY MOREAU DE SAINT-MERY 
IN MARCH, APRIL AND MAY, 1794* 
(Continued) 


Translated and Edited by 


Norrteet, Pu. D., RichMonp, VA. 


NorrotkK—May 1794 


Norfolk, situated in the county bearing the same name, is, as 
I have already said, on the right bank of the Elizabeth River, 
immediately below the mouth of the rivr’s Eatern Branch, 3 
thousand toises*? beyond the mouth of the Western Branch, and 
nearly 8 thousand toises from the place where the Elizabeth River 
empties into the James River. Thus the Elizabeth River has 3 
arms known severally as the Eastern, Western, and Southern 
Branches. The last mentioned estuary, which is the principal 
course, may be navigated for four miles, but only when the chan- 
nel is well known. 

Norfolk lies 36 degrees 35 minutes latitude north, and 1 degree 
10 minutes longitude west of the meridian at Philadelphia. 

The harbor is large enough to accommodate 300 ships. The 
river channel is from 120 to 140 toises wide, and at ordinary high 
tide its depth immediately in front of Norfolk is about 18 feet. 

Norfolk’s principal landing place is at the wharves, which 
fringe a low place occupying the end of a public square. The 
platform of each of these quays or wharves is reached by a kind 
of stairway which is nothing more than an inclined gangway 
made of thick planks held together by boards nailed parallel in 
step-fashion and extending from the wharf to the low-water 
mark. The two wharves are very narrow. 


*Copyright, 1940, Virginia Historical Society. 


31 Written by Moreau de Saint-Mery, doubtless from notes made during 
his stay in Norfolk, then inserted chronologically in the Diary, The Ms. 
received its final revision in France about 1815. 


32 6.3049 feet. 
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The rectangular public square is lined on each of its long sides 
by shops and taverns. At right angles to its upper end is located 
the ...., where a market is held every day in the week, except 
Sunday, when business ceases after 9 o’clock in the morning. 
Visible from the square, which occupies only a part of the low 
section near the river, is the greater part of a brick house that 
gives the appearance, together with the little structure behind it, 
of being a public building, especially when the word Southport 
painted on its entrance door is assumed to be true; this, however, 
is merely the name of a merchant who has a shop there. The 
structure’s belfry is surmounted by a weather-vane that indicates 
the direction of the wind by rods made of twisted iron on which 
glitter the gilded initial letters of the four cardinal points of the 
compass. 


This handsome building is far up on the north side of a street 
which is the widest and longest in Norfolk,** with the exception 
of one that bisects it a short distance farther to the east, and then 
continues straight ahead towards the country. The other streets 
do not intersect, although they are generally laid out rather 
straight. None of the streets in Norfolk is paved, a great incon- 
venience that causes pedestrians to walk in dust when it is dry, 
and in mud, when it is rainy. Norfolk also has sewerage canals 
spanned by narrow little bridges made of short rieces of lumber 
nailed to planks. 

The majority of Norfolk houses are of wood. Some have one 
story, others two or three with wonderful attics and lightning 
rods. Particularly noticeable is a house that has a porch jutting 
off its upper part. Daily the number of buildings increases to- 
wards the Elizabeth River, already lined with as many new 
wharves as its banks can accommodate. Like wharves elsewhere 
in America, these are built for the sole use of the owner, without 
any general plan, without regard for the view of the town they 
hide, and without thought of the future. On these wharves are 
placed warehouses built on logs, that is, large pieces of round 
wood, or on squared joists that are themselves supported by 
cross-pieces or a brick underpinning; the rest is built of clap- 
board. This type of warehouse often has three stories. Accord- 


33 Main Street. 
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ing to the common opinion in Norfolk, houses built of pine rarely 
last over ten years. From this idea springs the reason for not 
repairing them during their short existence. 


Norfolk contains about five hundred houses, all built quite close 
together, except towards the upper part of the town. Formerly 
there were many less, and most of those constructed of brick. 
But during the Revolution, Lord Dunmore, governor of Virginia 
for the King of England, had them burned by the warship Liver- 
pool on January 1, 1776. The many blackened ruins, eloquent 
evidence of this destruction, seem destined to make Americans 
remember the bombardment for a long time to come. 


Norfolk has three churches: Anglican, Presbyterian, and Meth- 
odist. The last has the greatest number of members. Most ot 
the Methodists are Negroes whose singsong manner of speaking, 
sobs, and unintelligible words, attract the curious, particularly on 
Sunday, when a minister, dressed in everyday clothes and with a 
look of triumph on his face, lectures them, gently at times but 
more frequently in a thundering voice, about the sufferings in the 
life to come, thus spreading terror among these superstitious 
souls. 

Although the minister teaches that equal punishment is meted 
out to all in the hereafter, everyhing in the church bespeaks class 
distinction. The women are at the right, the men at the left, 
and there is a separate section for the free people of color and 
slaves, who are also separated according to sex. The church is 
built of wood. 

At this point, I cannot help drawing a comparison between the 
religion of the Methodist slaves in the United States and the 
slaves in our colonies. Religion, in the colonies, is administered 
by missionaries procured from divers religious orders, particu- 
larly from the Capuchins. Since the life of monks is usually 
more severe and less worldly than that of lay ministers, its sim- 
plicity is a more appropriate model for the customs and thoughts 
of Negroes. When slaves complain of their state of abjection, 
the Capuchins say, ‘You believe that it is due to your black color, 
but we who are as white as your masters, we also are degraded 
beings in their eyes. But in the life to come there will be no 
difference at all, if you have been good, between you and your 


i 


156 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE 


masters, and you will enjoy, as they do, the blessings of the 
Eternal. When you go into the church of God, you will enjoy 
there, as do your masters, the presence of God. If you are pure 
enough to go to the communion table, you will go to the one 
reserved for the whites ; and on your death bed, you shall receive, 
as they do, extreme unction. So console yourself for the pains 
you suffer ; only in this way may you enter the kingdom of God.” 

At least these words are consoling. But when a Methodist 
minister says to a Negro slave, “Wretch, thou art condemned to 
suffer in this world, and thou shalt be eternally damned in the 
next,’ how can such a doctrine, engendering only despair, pos- 
sibly delude the unfortunate slaves! 

Mr. James Madison,** only bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the state of Virginia, has sole authority over the min- 
isters of that sect. When he deems it necessary to dismiss one, 
he sends his mandate to the mayor of the place and has him read 
it out in the Episcopal Church. 

As I have already said, there is also a place consecrated to 
the worship of the Roman religion. It is a very disorderly room 
that has received this distinction since a zealous and ruddy-faced 
Hibernian has come to preach to the unfortunate French refugees 
from Santo Domingo about humility and submission to heavenly 
commands and the necessity of blessing the common poverty of 
the church and minister. This priest holds his power from Mr. 
Carroll,3> a native of Maryland, who was ordained Catholic 
bishop in London and named vicar-general of the Vatican. Dur- 
ing the year the Irish priest has been in Norfolk, the bishop has 
resided in Baltimore, living by charity; in fact, a collection is 
taken for him each Sunday during the Mass attended by the 
Santo Domingo colonists. What a banal fate! 


34 Born Aug. 27, 1749; president of the College of William and Mary 
and first bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Virginia; son of 
John Madison and cousin of President James Madison; died March 6, 
1812. Dictionary of American Biogrophy. 

35 John Carroll (Jan. 8, 1735-Dec. 3, 1815), first Roman Catholic bishop 
in the United States and first archbishop of Baltimore; born in Upper Marl- 
boro, Md.; after studying at the Jesuit school at Bohemia Manor, and at 
St. Omer, France, he took the Jesuit vows; at the beginning of the Amer- 
ican Revolution, he returned to America; in 1784-1785 he was named pre- 
fect-apostolic by Pope Pius VI; named bishop on Nov. 14, 1780, he was 
consecrated Aug. 15, 1790. Ibid. 
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These unfortunate people who escaped the disasters that befell 
their island, formerly the most famous in America for its rich 
products, are proportionately more numerous in Norfolk®® than 
in other places on the continent. Several things have caused 
this. Ist. The convoy which left Cap Francais while flames were 
consuming the town anchored in Hampton (Roads), thus making 
Norfolk the first asylum of the unfortunate people. 2nd. Most 
of them lacked the funds necessary to go elsewhere. 3rd. Many 
who brought Negroes** can turn them to profit there because the 
law of Virginia permits slavery. 4th. The winters of this coun- 
try, ordinarily too harsh for inhabitants of a warm climate, are 
less rigorous in Norfolk. Finally the inhabitants of this place 
have shown a steadfast affection for the French. 

On July 10, 1793, the Norfolk Gazette** announced the arrival 
of the convoy from Cap Francais. Composed of 113 sails, it had 
two warships and six frigates or small boats armed for fighting. 
On all vessels the unfortunate condition of the people snatched 
from death was quite in evidence. 

Subscriptions were immediately opened. Richmond, Peters- 
burg, York(town), Hampton, Portsmouth, and Williamsburg all 
vied with each other to show their compassionate generosity. The 
last three places alone furnished 1,075 dollars, about 6,000 
francs. 

On the 17th, Vice-Admiral Cambis*® thanked the municipal 


36In July, 1793, “the Lieutenant Governor laid before the board a let- 
ter from the Mayor of . . . Norfolk, dated 6th inst., inclosing an order of 
the court of Aldermen of that Borough, which state (sic) that a French 
74 Gun Ship with a number of other vessels from Cape Francais, has ar- 
rived at Norfolk, and appealed for permission to land their sick and 
wounded, amounting to 400; that the unfortunate emigrants being in ex- 
treme distress & without money to purchase the mere necessaries for their 
immediate relief, the Marine Hospital has been by the Directors thereof 
opened for the reception of the sick and wounded, & the necessary steps 
taken by the Borough for their immediate accommodation. I request the 
public aid by an advance of money to be applied to their further relief, & 
the directions of the board to the court of Aldermen for their future con- 
duct. Whereupon it is advised that the sum of £600 be advanced to the 
M(ayor) of N(orfolk), to be applied under the direction of the court of 
the borough to the relief of the sick & wounded.” Calendar of State 
Papers, vol. vi, pp. 437-438. See also note 13. 

37 “Our place is crowded with Frenchmen,” wrote Thomas Newton, Jr., 
of Norfolk, to Governor Lee, July 9, 1793, “and too many negroes have 
been brought in with them.” Jbid, vol. vi, p. 443. 


38 See note 4I. 
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officers and citizens of Norfolk, sentiments which the Gazette 
published ; and on the 31st, M. Cassan,*® delegate of the French 
Minister*! now residing in the United States, expressed them 
again for his country, repeating not only what Admiral Combis 
had said but the mayor’s warm response made on the 27th. 

I should like to cite here a very remarkable incident caused 
by the influence of political propaganda. 

While going by water to Norfolk to carry aid to the French 
colonists of Santo Domingo, the delegates from Williamsburg 
thought they should board the warship Jupiter and pay their 
respects to the commander, M. de Jercay. 

A paper addressed to Jamaica fell out of the pocket of one 
of the men. Someone shouted, ‘‘Treasonf’” and there was talk 
of hanging the delegates. Finally, they consented to open the 
letter, which contained nothing more than the prosaic corre- 
spondence of merchants concerning their business: and this 
saved them. 


39 Robert Taylor to Governor Lee, July 13, 1794, “The number of the 
unfortunate standing in need of immediate assistance has not yet been 
ascertained, for tho’ every step has been taken to obtain lists they have not 
been procured. From 250 to 350 have received rations of provisions, as 
they have apply’d, but as they are landing from the ships every day, I fear 
their numbers will greatly increase. 

“By the desire of persons appointed to distribute relief, I have this day 
written the commanding officer (of the Le Contia, Adm’l Cambes (sic), 
requesting names of such as in his opinion should receive it. This, on a 
conference held with him on his first landing, he promised to furnish, but 
I imagine the different avocations he is engaged in has hitherto prevented 
it.” Ibid, vol. vi, p. 447. 

See also letter from Combis to Citizen Genet, Oct. 5, 1793, concerning 
convoy stops. Annual report of American Historical Association for Year 
1903, vol. ii, p. 263. 

40 Letter from Genet to the French Minister of Foreign Affairs, Oct. 
7, 1793: “The consulate in Philadelphia has become vacant through the 
unexpected death of Citizen Dupont: in his place, I have named temporar- 
ily Citizen Cassan, deputy from the colony of Ste. Lucie, a trusted patriot 
whose talents and zeal are known to me. As he has already been em- 
ployed on several delicate missions, I have had occasion to be greatly satis- 
fied wtih the manner in which he carried them out; author of a treatise 
on the commercial relations between France and her colonies, he has 
studied the subject well and is perfectly cognizant of the object. . . I firmly 
believe, Citizen Minister, that the Executive Council could not make a 
better choice.” Ibid, vol. ii, p. 260. 

41 Red headed Citizen Edmond-Charles Genet (1765-1834), an aristocrat 
turned revolutionary, was relieved of his diplomatic post in St. Peters- 
burg, July. 1892, after which he was appointed minister to the United 
States, arriving in Charleston, S. C., April 8, 1793. 
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What an example of minds saturated with suspicion! Thus 
does the idea of treason color even acts of charity. 

Norfolk, the foremost commercial port of Virginia, does a large 
business, particularly with the Antilles to which it exports lumber, 
clapboard, shingles, flour, live stock, corn, white potatoes, etc. At 
the moment, it boasts 80 ocean-going boats, ten coasting vessels 
which go outside the Capes, and a hundred which navigate on 
the rivers and the Chesapeake. 

Ships built there, especially flat-bottomed boats and schoon- 
ers, are in great demand because of their speed. 

It is most unfortunate that very dangerous worms in the vicin- 
ity attack vessels from June to September. 

There, as in the rest of America, everything is sold in the 
same shop, a custom Norfolkians adhere to just as willingly as 
the farmer does who brings his produce into town and sells it 
to the merchant whose shop can supply him with every necessity. 

Since Norfolk does very little direct business with England 
(except for tobacco at a freight rate of 5 dollars a hogshead), 
its merchants procure their drygoods from Baltimore, Phila- 
delphia, and even New York. Unless the Norfolk merchant 
has an agent to execute his orders, it is quite customary for 
him to visit one of these three cities once or twice a year in order 
to buy new stock for his store. 

Norfolk has a courthouse, a county court that convenes the 
3d Monday of each month, a prison, a brick theatre, and an 
academy. It is a corporation governed by a mayor and several 
aldermen. 


The town has 3,000 inhabitants. 

Norfolk has two print shops and two newspapers.*? The work 
of the print shops is confined mostly to the publication of news- 
papers in which are found announcements of Negroes for sale, 
for let, or for hire, announcements of runaway Negroes, and 


42(1) American Gazette, and Norfolk and Portsmouth Public Adver- 
tiser, (1792-1797), published by Charles Willett and William Davis, and 
(2) The Virginia Chronicle, & General Advertiser, (1792-1795), published 
by Daniel Baxter and Thomas Wilson. Proceedings of the American 
Antiquarian Society, April, 1927, pp. 92, 100. 
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“cards” of people who intend leaving town for a while. Norfolk 
also has a bookseller, who makes a rather good living from his 
shop by renting books. 

Mr. Hunter, the name of this bookseller, left England and set- 
tled in Jamaica. Following the advice of doctors, he left the 
island twice in search of his health, going first to India, then to 
Africa. Virginia will probably not stop his physical decay, al- 
though the doctors suggested it as the third and last resort. Mr. 
Hunter is both affable and well educated. 

The women in Norfolk are pretty, and their eyes are very 
expressive, but their complexion is sallow, their mouths are dis- 
figured by bad teeth, and the length of their feet is somewhat 
unpleasant. As a rule, however, they have well-proportioned 
figures, graceful manner, and, among their charms, pretty breasts 
that would be difficult to forget. 

The men are tall and well-made. 

The place is saturated with the desire for luxury, the miser- 
able lot of all countries that tolerate slavery. Among Norfolk’s 
3 thousand inhabitants, a large number considering its area, are 
many unemployed, as is evidenced by the groups of 10 or 12 
people frequently seen talking at the corner of certain houses. 

The furniture is simple, no mirrors, no tapestries; only tables, 
sideboards, and chests of mahogany, always of an English design. 
Great proof of cleanliness is demonstrated by the care they take 
in washing the floors. 

In house construction the heat of the climate has caused the 
adoption of a kind of corridor or hall in which people sit as soon 
as the cold weather is over. Doors kept open at each end help 
to maintain a circulation of air that aids breathing during the hot 
season. Sometimes it is almost suffocating, especially when the 
air is parched by lightning and thunderclaps follow one another 
with the most frightening noise. 

Because of the heat Norfolk’s climate is quite deadly. Bilious 
and intermittent fever, and the bloody flux are common there. 
Slow fever also occurs, sometimes lingering for several years. 
Obstructions, leg swelling, and diseases that demand much exer- 
cise, such as the one we call mal d’estomac in the Antilles, are 
also quite usual. Doubtless they can be attributed to the excess 
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use of quinine which is taken without precaution or any adher- 
ance to systematic dosage. Diseases caused by intestinal worms 
are very common. The inhabitants of Norfolk fear its situation 
so much that all with sufficient means take some trip, even a sea 
voyage, during the hot season. It is true that the land surround- 
ing Norfolk is swampy, and even more unhealhy than the town 
itself, dotted as it is with stagnant puddles of water giving off 
vapors that permeate the air and hatching out swarms of mos- 
quitoes that are a veritable torment in summer, even during 
the day. 

Fear of the disease called yellow fever, quite general in Amer- 
ica, had become so rooted in Norfolk in 1794 because of some 
sort of epidemic that had just afflicted Philadelphia, that the 
keeper of a boarding house refused to take in a young girl from 
Santo Domingo,** who had debarked in a dying condition from 
a boat that sailed from Le Havre. She had suffered so much 
during the 119-day crossing that she died a week after landing 
in a house whose proprietress gave her a room only after much 
deliberation. 

Farmers who have been living in Virginia a long time purge 
themselves as a precautionary measure in the month of August. 

Summer causes the death of quite a large number of people 
in Norfolk. Burials are more sumptuous there than in the rest 
of the continent. After the corpses are shaved and dressed, they 
are placed in very handsome coffins, a vanity indulged in by the 
relatives. The minister comes to the home of the deceased and 
delivers a sermon, after which everybody sets off for the ceme- 
tery, the doctor, oddly enough, walking arm in arm with the 
minister. When the deceased is an important person, his body 
is taken to church before it is carried to the burial ground. The 
cemeteries have vertically placed flat stones with the deceased’s 
name thereon, and more than one person has a large marble slab 
supported by a brick foundation and inscribed with an elegy that 
nobody reads. 

Nothing is quite so frequent in Norfolk as second marriages. 
Because of its climate, much harder on men than women, it is 
quite common to see there a mother with children all bearing 


43 Mlle Popote de Marle, see note 1. 
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different surnames. Since they believe that nothing equals the 
tenderness they show their children, Virginians, yielding to all 
sorts of whims, let them go bare-foot or take their exercise by 
lashing slaves. 

Marriages there are very gay. For the occasion, a particular 
friend of the bride prepares pastries of all sorts, then does the 
honors at the feast which follows the ceremony, performed by a 
minister in the home. At this meal, as at others, the women sit 
first, but they always take flight at the moment the men announce 
that they prefer Bacchus to Venus. During summer, Norfolk 
has a theatrical troupe** made up of the actors who are in Rich- 
mond during the winter. The theatre is constructed of brick. 
During the spring of 1794, Ricketts and McDonald*® presented 
in Norfolk their equitation performance, attracting many spec- 
tators who paid, according to the location, a dollar or three quar- 
ters of a dollar. There was a separate place for the people 
of color. 

Still, daily life in Norfolk is quite monotonous. The large 
group of young ladies who gathered to hear the harp played by 
my niece,#® a young French creole just arrived from Paris, 
proved only too well that the instrument was absolutely new to 
them. The men there have a strong learning toward free- 
masonry, at least, all evidence points that direction since there 
are several lodges in Norfolk. 

Despite the multitude of French in Norfolk, living is not par- 
ticularly expensive. Good board and lodging can be had for 
four gourdes and a half (about one louis) a week, all of which 
must be paid if one stays more than 3 days. 

Three meals a day cost a dollar; a single dinner, a half-dollar. 

The best beef is worth 1-8 of a dollar a pound, less than 14 
sous; a brace of pullets, from 50 sous to 3 francs; a duck, 15 

44 The Virginia Company. See advertisements in the Virginia Gazette 
and Richmond Daily Advertiser, 1792-1794. 

45 The Scotchman, John Bill Ricketts came to Philadelphia in 1792 and ‘ 
operated successfully first, a riding-school, then a riding circus. “Ricketts | 
astonished the audience by riding upon two horses at the same time at full 
gallop. Master Rickets and Master Strobel assisted him. The company 
was strengthened by the arrival of Signor Spinacuta, a dancer on the tight- 


rope, Mr. McDonald, an equestrian and clown and others.” J. T. Scharf 
and T. Westcott, History of Philadelphia, vol. ii, p. 952. a 


46 Uranie Dupuy. 
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sous; a turkey, 5 francs; a dozen eggs, nine French sous; a pint 

The ordinary drink in Norfolk is cider which costs generally 
a louis (one dollar and a half) a barrel, consisting of 120 French 
pots. Coming as it does from New England, its quality is greatly 
improved by the trip. 

The price of wood is .. . 

The price of butter is... 

Fish is the commodity that sells for a ridiculously low price in 
Norfolk. One can purchase weakfish weighing more than twenty 
pounds for 4 or 5 francs and sometimes one that weighs 3 times 
more for a gourde, 5 francs, 10 sous; drum is also very cheap. 
Sturgeon weighing up to 60 pounds can be bought for 6 French 
sous a pound, about the same price paid for little codfish that 
are brought in alive and are delicious to eat. Shad is also plenti- 
ful there. In addition, one can get perch, porpoise, herring, sole, 
summer flounder, turbot, mullet, trout, black-fish, eels, leather- 
jackets, garfish, etc., eac. In short, fish is so abundant in Nor- 
folk that sometimes the police find it necessary to throw back 
into the water those that are not bought. 

At every moment fish break the surface of the Elizabeth River 
in front of Norfolk, a location birds of several varieties choose 
for their fishing-ground. Among them are river-crows which 
show a delicateness that is unknown elsewhere. They refuse to 
seize any object that floats, and as a consequence never touch 
dead fish floating on the surface. Several boats are occupied 
with the business of oystering. The men use a scissors-shaped 
iron instrument that terminates in two rake-like objects that drag 
the oysters from the bottom of the river. Although very fat, the 
oysters are insipid because the water is not salty enough. 

I ate asparagus in Norfolk on March 24th. As early as April 
10th, green peas and beans were in flower. On April 3d, maples 
and hawthornes were blossoming. On the 23d, red roses and 
honeysuckle were already displaying all their springtime beauty. 

I ate strawberries there on May 15th, and on May 29th, we 
had wild white and red cherries, picked in the woods, and sold 
at the rate of 24 French sous a pint. 
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For several minutes about one o’clock in the afternoon of 
April 2d, I saw a sulphur-colored shower, by that I mean a 
shower composed of stamens from pine tree blossoms. It was 
extensive enough to be noticed by people in the streets. Not for 
twenty years had such a phenomenon occurred. 


Sweet potatoes in Norfolk are delicious and very cheap. They 
are not so large as those in the Antilles, but they are much 
sweeter, more mealy, and not so oily. 


The geese there reach an astonish size. An egg of one of 
those fowls that I measured was four inches long, seven inches 
in circumference, and more than seven ounces in weight. 

A little above Norfolk, on the same side of the river, are sev- 
eral buildings that belong to the town. One is the courthouse, 
which also serves as city hall in time of elections. It is built of 
brick, as well as the prison located between it and the building 
I shall speak of now. 

This building, directly in front of the courthouse, is the hos- 
pital that was started some twenty years ago on money—about 
nine French sous—withheld from the monthly wages of sailors 
on boats anchored in Norfolk. The facade of this structure, 
which accommodates about eight hundred patients and was not 
finished until 1793, is turned toward the northwest. Its increased 
size is due to the need the French had of it recently when the 
convoy from Cap Francais arrived. At that time the hospital 
was directed by Mr. Lynham, a Norfolk merchant, who spent 
on construction work during the first month some fourteen 
thousand dollars (71 thousand francs). Only 39 people died in 
the place, although the convoy brought many wounded. 


(To be concluded) 
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Judge Daniel Grinnan 
AN APPRECIATION 


The Virginia Historical Society sustained a severe loss in the 
death of Judge Daniel Grinnan, who had been for 22 years a 
member of the Executive Committee, and served as President 
from 1930 to 1936, and Vice President from 1936 to the time 
of his death. 


Born of a family which was long connected with the Society, 
Judge Grinnan was from his earliest childhood immersed in the 
study of Virginia genealogy, and he brought therefore to the 
services of the Society not only his personal energy and interest, 
but a rich and cultivated background in precisely those fields to 
which the Virginia Historical Society had dedicated its activities. 

During Judge Grinnan’s presidency the first definite steps were 
taken towards the construction of the fireproof annex, which has 
proved not only a boon to those who visit the Society, but to 
those who desire to find a safe and enduring place of protection 
for manuscripts, books, paintings and other valuable relics for 
whose preservation the Society was founded. 


To Judge Grinnan, work on the Executive Committee was not 
an avocation but a vocation; with very rare exceptions he went 
to the Society every day, and he made the discharge of his duties 
there the prime interest of his life. 


The impetus given by the fireproof annex, and by the increased 
interest in membership which flowed therefrom, continues to be 
a vigorous and enlarging force in the life of this organization. 
It may be recalled that this addition was opened almost exactly 
one hundred years after the Society was founded, and in this 
addition was the physical realization of the ideal grasped by John 
Marshail and his associates a century before. 


The interest and support received by the Society account for 
the vitality with which it survived the burning of Richmond, the 
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loss of many of its treasures, practical suspension of activity for 
a period, and the necessity for entrusting its collection to gener- 
ous and private hands during its inter-regnum. 


Today the interest of Virginia in its background and tradition 
—in the symbols of its life and intellectual activities of other 
days—is striking and appealing. No small part of this present 
attitude is due to the steadfast way in which Judge Grinnan 
served the Virginia Historical Society and its members. It must 
be so that each successive generation builds upon the works of 
those who went before. The generous services of Judge Grinnan 
have strengthened and extended the foundations upon which new 
generations will continue to develop and realize the large pur- 
poses and irreplaceable contributions of the Virginia Historical 
Society to the life of Virginia and the nation. 


JouHN STEWART Bryan 


March 2, 1940. 
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NOTES AND QUERIES 


COLLINS—ELLIOTT—BOYCE—CAN NON—RILEY 


Wanted: Information regarding the following families, who are supposed 
to have first settled in Northampton and Accomac Counties, Va., descend- 
ants of whom later migrated to Somerset, Worcester and Dorchester Coun- 
ties, Md., and Sussex County, Del. 

Andrew Collings or Collins, died Somerset County, Md., 1729. 

John Elliott or Elliot, born Dorchester County, Md., died Sussex County, 
Del., 1807. 

Daniel Boys or Boyce, died Worcester County, Md., 1755. 

James Cannon, died Dorchester County, Md., 1711. 

Thomas Riley, died Accomac County, Va., 1697. 

J. C. Stow, 
4001 N. Charles Street, 
Baltimore, Md. 


BALLARD—STEPP 


Ancestry wanted, with dates, places, and references, of both William 
Ballard and his wife, Elizabeth Stepp. 

William Ballard is said to have been a Lieutenant in Captain Joseph 
Blackwell’s company of Fauquier County, Va., militia during the Revolution. 

Wanted his Revolutionary services with references. Died 14 September, 


1799, in, now Monroe County, W. Va. 
Robt. S. Franklin, 


Box 191, Charleston, W. Va. 


ERRATA 


In the last Magazine (January, 1940) the name of the author of the 
article “NorroLtk, PortsMouTH ANp Gosport, Etc.,” was misspelled and 
should have been FittMore NorF Pu. D. 


In the list of “Books Received” in the January, 1940, issue of the Magazine 
“The William Parks Paper Mill at Williamsburg” was listed as a 4 pg. 
pamphlet. This should have been 44 pages. We regret the error. 


THOMAS 
Wanted: Information respecting Asahel Walker Thomas, b. Jan. 13, 1809, 

in Virginia. Son of John Thomas and Hannah (?) Thomas. The name of 
Asahel Walker Thomas’ grandfather Thomas. Also Asahel’s mother’s 
maiden name. In what county in Virginia did they live? 

Mrs. Bertha Thomas Lynch, 

815 N. College Ave., 
Bloomington, Ind. 
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GENEALOGY 


SOME VIRGINIA THORNHILLS 
By EMELINE THORNHILL 
(Concluded ) 


WILL OF ELIZABETH STEVENS THORNHILL WIDOW OF 
JESSE THORNHILL 


I Elizabeth Thornhill widow of Jesse Thornhill dec’d, late of the County 
of Campbell in the State of Virginia do make and publish this my last will 
and testament hereby revoking and making void all former wills by me at 
any time heretofore made. 

First, I give to my grand daughter Paulina Agee one good feather bed 
and furniture complete. 

Second, I give to my Son Jesse Thornhill all the property of every de- 
scription that may remain of my estate after the payment of all my just 
debts and funeral expenses, and the legacy first above named. 

I do hereby constitute and appoint my Son Jesse Thornhill executor of 
this my last will and testament. In Witness whereof I Elizabeth Thornhill 
the testator have to this my last will written on one sheet of paper set my 
hand and seal this fourteenth day of March in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and forty two. 

(Signed) Elizabeth Thornhill (Seal) 
Signed Sealed and delivered in the presence of us— 
Who have subscribed in presence of each other. 
(Signed) Robert Reveley 
Joshua Thornhill. 

Note: This will was among Thornhill papers. I do not think it was 

recorded. 
THORNHILL GENEALOGY 
I—THORNHILL (or Thornnell), THOMAS and ELIZABETH (——) 


Children: (II Gen.) 


1—William, We have no record as to date or place of birth, death or 
marriage. There is a record in an old Plat Book at Charlottesville, 
Va., of survey of land March 20, 1753, on Beverpond branches of 
David’s Creek, also there is a record of patent at Land Office, Rich- 
mond, exact date of which I do not have. Old Thornhill Family 
records show the names of three children: Thomas, Griffin, and Wil- 
liam. Aunt Lucindy, colored mammy raised in the family, said: “they 
all went to Alabama.” 
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2—Absolem, be There is a 
certified copy of his will which was found among the papers of Col. 
Thomas S. Bocock, after his death, and returned to the family of 
Mr. John Thornhill of Appomattox, lineal descendant. His children 
were, Thomas Walker m- Patsy Watkins; Elizabeth, m- John S. 
Coleman; and Sarah and Mildred, neither of them were married. 
There is also a copy of Sarah’s will which was returned to the fam- 
ily from Col. Bocock’s papers. 

3—Betsy, b- d- m- 1763, Dick North. The | 
Douglas Register has it “Elizabeth Thornhill and ............000 North.” ‘ 
Family records give his name as Dick. Their children: Anthony, 
Charles, Richard, William. They have many descendants in Virginia 
and elsewhere. 

4—Nancy, No record of birth, death or date of marriage. Family rec- 
ords show that she m- John Stevens, son of Thomas and Elizabeth 
Stevens, and Brother to Elizabeth Stevens, wife of Jesse Thornhill. 
Their children: Absolem and Hope (Hopie). Among their descend- 
ants is Mr. R. C. Bryant, of Washington, D. C. 

5—Jesse, b- Oct. 13, 1763 d-Jan. 5, 1837, m- Elizabeth Stevens, 
dau. of Thomas and Elizabeth (Taylor) Stevens. She was born 
May 1766, d- June 12, 1845. The will of each is recorded at Rust- 
burg, Va. Jesse Thornhill, (S-14679) was in the War of Revolu- 
tion, and was at the siege of Yorktown. Record as above, in Vet- 
erans’ Administration, Washington, D. C. We have record of eleven 
children, but at this time can only give the line of his son Jesse, 
though will name other children. 


THORNHILL GENEALOGY, Especially the line of JESSE and 
ELIZABETH (STEVENS) THORNHILL. 


I Generation THOMAS THORNHILL (or THORNNELL or THOR- ' 

NEL) q 

II JESSE and ELIZABETH THORNHILL 

III Generation :16 
1—Thomas T. Thornhill, b- Aug. 13, 1785, d- March 1, 1847, m- Agnes 


Patteson, b- Feb. 14, 1788. He was in War of 1812. His wife j 
received a pension after his death. qi 
2—Susannah, b- Mch. 30, 1787, m- Diuguid; 4 
3—Elizabeth, b- Feb. 26, 1789, d- Sept. 5, 1833, m- Samuel Davidson q 
on April 1, 1813, b- July 16, 1777, d- April 10, 1848, son of Alexander 4 
and Elizabeth Davidson; 3 
4—Jemima (or Gemima), b- April 14, 1791, died unmarried ; q 
5—Lucy, b- April 7, 1703, m- James Agee (or Aga) of Albemarle q 
County, Va., son of Matthew Agee; 4 
16 Family Records. { 

4 

4 

q 

q 
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6—William, b- April 4, 1796, d- May 12, 1857, m- 1st Lucy Walton 
m- 2nd Jeannette Stegar, dau. of William Steger; 

7—Samuel, b- March 16, 1800, died unmarried ; 

8—Joshua, b- Dec. 9, 1803, m- Ist Judith Reveley, dau. of “Little” 
George Reveley and Judith (7) Jennings; m- 2nd a Mrs. Fowler; 

g—Jesse, b- Jan. 27, 1805, d- July 20, 1884, m- May 21, 1832, Mary 
(Polly) Carson Doss, b- Feb. 20, 1811, d- April 27, 1848, dau. of 
Overstreet and Jane (Carson) Doss; 

10—John, b- March 20, 1807, m- Ist a Miss Harvey, 2nd Miss Brent; 
We know of no children; 

11—Polly, b- Feb. 6, 1809, m- William Gough. They are both buried at 
the old Gough homestead in Campbell Co., Va. 


THORNHILL GENEALOGY: I Gen. Thomas Thornnell; II Gen. 
Jesse Thornhill; 


III Gen.- Jesse Thornhill, b- Jan. 27, 1805, d- July 20, 1884,17 in Campbell 
County, Va., m- May 21, 1832, Mary Carson Doss, b- Feb. 20, 1811, 
d- April 27, 1848, dau of Overstreet and Jane (Carson) Doss.18 


Children: (1V Gen.) 


1—John Overstreet Thornhill, b- Aug. 15, 1833, d- Dec. 19, 1907, served 
in War Between the States, Lieut. Co. B, Wise Troops, 2nd Va. 
Cavalry, Genl Fitzhugh Lee’s Brigade. Was wounded twice. One 
wound in hip was a contributing cause of his death, M- Nov. 17, 
1864, Agnes A. Stratton, b- July 27, 1841, d- Nov. 10, 1933; dau. of 
Alban and Sally Ann (Woodson) Stratton. They have only one 
living descendant, Hubert Taylor Thornhill, who m- Feb. 1, 1937, 
Stella McGee of the Eastern Shore, Md. 


2—Jane Carson Thornhill, b- June 21, 1835, d- 1900, m- Oscar Avant 
of Greenville Co. Va., son of Wm. Avent.19 


3—Joshua Taylor Thornhill, b- Feb. 16, 1839, d- June 6, 1906, served 
in War Between States with Eighth Va. Cavalry. He was ordained 
Baptist Minister, and served various churches in Virginia. Also 
taught in the public schools. M- 1st Sarah Stratton, sister to Agnes 
above, m- 2nd Lucy Gough, his cousin; m- 3rd Roberta Stratton, 
b- Oct. 27, 1856, d- Jan. 14, 1926; dau of Burwell Churchill and 
Emily Lucy (Wilson) Stratton. He had two children by grd mar- 
riage; Jesse Burwell, who died in 1911 and Mary Emily, now nursing 
at U. S. Veterans Facility, Oteen, N. C. 


17 Family Records. 
18 Overstreet Doss’ Family Bible. 
19 Descendants too numerous to name here. 
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4—William Thornhill, b- April 3, 1841, d- Feb. 10, 1915.29 He served 
in the War Between the States but we do not have his record. m- 
Lucy Holcombe, dau. of Charles A.21 and Jane (Herndon Holcombe. 

5—Jesse Stevens Thornhill, b- Sept. 12, 1843, in Campbell Co., Va., 
d- Oct. 20, 1920, Lynchburg, Va., served in War Between the States 
with Co. A, 11th Va. Reg., Pickett’s Div. m- Oct. 6, 1868, Senah 
Frances LeGrand, b- Nov. 28, 1844, d- May 23, 1887, dau. of Ethel- 
bert and Lucy Douglas (Stratton) LeGrand.?? 

6—Robert Hall Thornhill, b- Nov. 12, 1845, d- Sept. 5, 1931, was a 
Pvt. Co. A, 20th Btn., Va. Heavy Artillery, War Between the States. 
M- Ist Fetna Eleanor Webb, daw. of ......cccsee Webb and Nancy 
Moseley Watkins,21 m- 2nd Cornelia Pugh,?1 m- 3rd Mrs. Amanda 


(Crews) Drinkard. 


THORNHILL GENEALOGY, Especially the line of Jesse Stevens and 
Senah Frances (LeGrand) Thornhill. I Gen. Thomas Thornnell, IT Jesse 
Thornhill, III Jesse Thornhill; 

IV—Jesse Stevens Thornhill, b- Sept. 12, 1843, d- Oct. 30, 1920; m- Oct. 
6, 1868; Senah Frances Le Grand, b- Nov. 28, 1844, d- May 23, 
1887, dau. of Ethelbert and Lucy Douglas (Stratton) Le Grand. He 
was in Co. A, 11th Virginia Reg., Pickett’s Div. Confederate Army, 
in the War Between the States. 


Children :22 


1—Ethelbert LeGrand Thornhill, b- June 14, 1869, Appomattox Co., 
Va., d- Jan. 15, 1920, Lynchburg, Va., m- Jan. 22, 1908, Roberta Estan 
Rohr, dau. of John Warren and Cassandra (Myers) Rohr. Children: 
(1) John Rohr Thornhill, b- April 7, 1911, in Richmond, Va., d- 
May 3, 1923, in Roanoke, Va.; (2) Jesse Stevens Thornhill, b- Aug. 
24, 1918, is a senior at Hampden-Sydney College (1940). 

2—Mary Lellie, b- Aug. 7, 1870, d- May 27, 1935, unmarried; 

3—Lucy Cornelia, b- April 24, 1872, d- July 24, 1904, unmarried; 

4—Jessie Blanche, b- March 25, 1874, d- April 14, 1934, unmarried; 

5—Charles Overstreet, b- Feb. 14, 1876, d- Oct. 12, 1939, unmarried. 

6—Emeline LeGrand, b- July 13, 1878, resides in Lynchburg, Va., un- 


married; 
7—Janie Maben Gillett, b- June 22, 1880, d- April 28, 1932, m- Aug. 
4, 1909, Aubrey Eaton Harvey, b- ............... , d- May 22, 1917, son 


of Nathan and Addie (Ellyson) Harvey. They left one son, Aubrey 


20 Family Records. 
21 Descendants too numerous to list here. 
22 Family Records. 


| 
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Eaton Harvey, Jr., b- Sept. 28, 1911, m- Aug. 26, 1939, Jaqueline 
Ambler Nicholas, dau. of Harrison Trent and Mattie (Craighill) 
Nicholas. He graduated at U. Va. June, 1939, and he and wife both 
studying and teaching at University of Syracuse, N. Y. 


WILL oF ABSOLEM THORNHILL 


This will was found among the papers of Col. Thomas S. Bocock and 
returned to the descendants of Absolem Thornhill. It is now in the posses- 
sion of the family of John Thornhill, Bent Creek, Va. 


I, Absolem Thornhill of Buckingham County do make and ordain this 
my last Will and Testament in the manner and form following, It is my 
will and desire that all my property both real and personal after the pay- 
ment of all my just debts shall be divided among my wife and three daugh- 
ters according to the law of Virginia, say one third part of the whole to 
my wife during her natural life and then to revert to my three daughters 
or the heirs of their body the balance to be equally divided between said 
three daughters, with the following restrictions, that portion of which my 
daughter Mildred would be entitled to I give to my executor to be herein- 
after named in trust for the benefit of my said daughter Mildred during her 
natural life, and at her death to her two sisters or the heirs of her body, 
my son Thomas W (alker) Thornhill having already received more property 
from me than either of the others will have on a division of the whole. 

I do hereby appoint my two nephews, Thomas T. and William Thornhill, 
Jr., and my friends James Agee and William S. Diuguid executors of this 
my last Will and Testament and trustees for my daughter Mildred with 
full power and authority to lay off and allot to my wife her dower in my 
estate real and personal as they may deem most expedient, and to divide the 
balance according to their own judgment and discretion and to call on gen- 
tlemen to appraise and inventory the property and report the same without 
the formality of having them appointed by the Court, nor shall they or 
either of them be held to security for the performance of any of the above 
named acts, and whatever they or any two or more of them may do shall 
be as valid as if done by myself in my own proper person. In testimony 
whereof I have hereunto Set my hand and affixed my seal this roth day of 
February 1833. 

his 
(Signed) Absolem X Thornhill (Seal) 
mark 


William Pankey 
Samuel Pankey 
Samuel Thornhill 
Charles B. Thornhill 
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At a court held for Buckingham County the 1oth day of March 1834 The 
last Will and Testament of Absolem Thornhill decd was proved in Court 
by the oaths of the subscribing witnesses thereto, and ordered to be ercorded, 
and on the motion of William Thornhill, Jr., and William S. Diuguid two 
of the Executors therein named who made oath thereto and entered into 
and acknowledged bond (without security the Testator directing by his 
Will that none should be required) certificate is granted them for obtaining 
a probat of the said Will in due form. 

Test. R. Eldridge C B C 
A copy, Test. R. Eldridge C B C 


WILL oF SALLY THORNHILL DAUGHTER OF ABSOLEM THORNHILL 


This paper was found among Col. Thomas S. Bocock’s papers and deliv- 
ered to the family of John Thornhill, of Bent Creek, descendants of Absolem 
Thornhill. 

I, Sarah Thornhill of the County of Buckingham, being of disposing mind 
and memory, do make and ordain this my last Will and Testament in form 
and manner following, towit: 1st, I desire that the whole of my just debts 
to be fully paid, and to that end I wish my perishable property to be first 
applied, except so much as is herein otherwise disposed of and if that should 
prove insufficient for the purpose, I desire that my interest in the land of 
my sister Milly—I mean the land given to her by will of my father—be 
sold and conveyed by my executor hereinafter named for that purpose, and 
if there still be a deficiency, I wish it raised out of the labour or hires of 
my slaves as my executor may think best for them. 2nd, I give to my 
nephew, PETER WALKER THORNHILL, one feather bed and furni- 
ture, one choice cow and calf and my grey colt, I also give him the whole 
of my land and my interest in the land of my sister Milly, if he will raise 
the deficiency remaining for the payment of my debts after the sale of my 
perishable estate aforesaid, or if there be no such deficiency. But it is my 
will and desire that my said nephew continue to live on the land where I 
now live, and that my sister Milly shall have the right to continue to live 
in the house with him as long as she lives, her trustees in the meantime 
paying or supplying her board, it being my intention not to subject him to 
the expense of her support. 2—It is my will and desire that the whole of 
my slaves and their future increase as well those I now own as any that 
may fall to my share in the division of my sister Milly’s or those bequeathed 
to her by the Will of my father, be liberated and forever discharged from 
slavery. But it being my earnest desire to make such provision for my said 
slaves and their future increase as will most effectually promote their com- 
fort and ensure their happiness, it is my will and desire if such a privilege 
be consistent with the laws of Virginia, that they may continue to live on 
the land I now own with my said nephew Peter Walker Thornhill as long 
as they may think proper, and he to permit them to do so, and while they 
so remain with him, he is to have the proceeds of their labor and he to sup- 
ply them with food and raiment and defray their other necessary expenses— 
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but I desire it to be distinctly understood, and my will is that they are not 
to be forced to remain or otherwise to be held in bondage against their will, 
and if the privilege aforesaid be inconsistent with the laws of Virginia they 
are to be at liberty to remove wherever they please. But if my faithful old 
servant, Jenny, prefer to remain in this estate with her two children Louis- 
ana and Noe, it is my desire and I hereby request and enjoin it on my 
executor to make the proper effort to obtain for her and her said children 
the privilege of remaining in this estate and at any rate of remaining as 
long as my sister Milly I request that this privilege be obtained for her 
as a reward for her long, affectionate services, as well to me as to my 
father and mother. If it be necessary for means to be raised for the re- 
moval of my said slaves I desire that it be done by working or hiring them 
as my executor may think best. Lastly, I appoint my friend John T. Bocock, 
Executor of this my last Will and Testament hereby revoking and annulling 
all other and former Wills made by me. In testimony whereof I have 
hereunto set my hand and affixed my seal this 17th day of August 1843. 


her 
(Signed) Sally X Thornhill (Seal) 
mark 
Test. George H. Matthews 
Chapman C. Johnson 

At a Court continued and held for Buckingham County the 14th day of 
November 1843—This last Will and Testament of Sally Thornhill decd. 
Was proved by the oaths of Geo. H. Matthews and Chapman C Johnson, 
the subscribing witnesses thereto, and ordered to be recorded. 

And at another Court held for the said County the 11th day of December 
1843, the executor named in the said Will having appeared in Court and 
refused to take upon himself the burthen of the execution thereof, on the 
motion of Silas P. Vawter who made oath according to law, and entered 
into and acknowledged bond with security conditioned as the law directs, 
certificate is granted him for obtaining letters of administration of the said 
decedent’s estate, with her Will aforesaid, annexed in due form. 


Teste R. Eldridge C. B. C. 
A copy—Teste R. K. Irvine C. B. C. 


VETERANS ADMINISTRATION 
WASHINGTON 


June 21, 1933. 
In reply Refer to: 
Jesse Thornhill, S 14679 
BA-J|MCS 
The data which follow were obtained from papers on file in the pension 
claim, S 14679, based upon the military service of Jesse Thornhill. 
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He was born October 13, 1763, in Buckingham County, Virginia. The 
names of his parents were not given. 

While a resident of said county he enlisted and served as private with 
the Virginia Troops as follows: from early in the winter of 1780 and 1781, 
three months in Captain Charles Patterson’s company in Colonel Charles 
Flemings regiment; from August or September, 1781, a little over three 
months in Captain John Mosley’s, Woodsons, and Cunningham’s companies 
in Colonel Randolph’s regiment and was in the siege of Yorktown. 

He was allowed pension on his application executed August 14, 1832, at 
which time he was a resident of Campbell County, Virginia, having moved 
there about 1820 from Buckingham County. 

The papers in this claim contain no data relative to the soldier’s family. 


Very truly yours, 


(Signed) A. D. Hiller, 
Assistant to Administrator. 


THE NEWSOM FAMILY 
and Related Families of Surry, Isle of Wight, Southampton and 
Sussex Counties, Va. 
(Continued) 


27. Sampson Newsom (Thomas, William, William) 

b. abt. 1710-15 in Surry Co., Va.; d. 1779 in Southampton Co., Va.; 
m. Mary ——. Sampson Newsom’s will, dated Sept. 18, 1778 and pro- 
bated May 13, 1779 (W. B. 3, p. 264), leaves property to his wife Mary, 
son Hartwell, drs. Agnes Polly, Joice Moseley, Mary Armstrong; 
grandson Sampson son of Jesse Newsom; dr. Martha Johnson. Another 
son, “William of Sampson,” is mentioned in the personal tax-list of 
Southampton Co. The name of another son, Lewis Newsom, is sup- 
plied from the Albemarle Parish Register, from which the dates below 
are taken. 


Issue of Sampson and Mary Newsom: 
75. Jesse Newsom, m. Elizabeth ——, and had at least two children: 
1. Lucy Newsom b. April 23, 1761, christened May 24, 1761; 2. 
Sampson Newsom, mentioned in his grandfather’s will. 


76. Agnes Newsom, m. —— Polly. 

77. Joice Newsom, m. —— Moseley. 

78. Mary Newsom, m. —— Armstrong. 

79. Martha Newsom, m. —— Johnson. 

80. William Newsom. 

81. Lewis Newsom, b. Dec. 6, 1748, christened Jan. 22, 1749; m. Milly 
——, and had issue at least one son; 1. Ransome Newsom, b. 
June 17, 1770, christened Aug. 5, 1770. Ransome Newsom seems to 

_ have become a Quaker and to have moved to Randolph Co., N. C.; 
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where the marriage of Luke Newsom, son of Ransome and Sarah 
Newsom, to Elizabeth Hill is recorded June 1, 1825 (cf. Hinshaw, 
“Encyclopedia of Quaker Genealogy,” Vol. I, p. 728). 

82. Hartwell Newsom, b. Feb. 24, 1752, christened April 26, 1752; 
moved to Cumberland Co., N. C., where he was living in the Census 
of 1790. 


28. Solomon Newsom (Thomas, William, William) 


b. in Isle of Wight Co., Va. abt. 1715-20; d. 1795 in Wilkes Co., Ga.; 
m. Martha, dr. of Hugh Matthews of Southampton Co., Va. (cf. will of 
Hugh Matthews probated in 1747 in Southampton Co.; also, deed of 
Solomon Newsom and wife Martha, dated April 22, 1746 in Isle of 
Wight Co.). Solomon Newsom moved first to Brunswick Co., Va., 
where he was deeded land in 1752. He was living in Wilkes Co., Ga. at 
least as early as 1777. Either he or his son, Solomon, Jr. was a soldier 
in the Revolution from Georgia, and was known as Capt. Newsome. 
His inventory was dated Dec. 4, 1795 in Wilkes Co. There are numer- 
ous references to him and his family in Davidson “Early Records of 
Georgia,” Vols. I and II. Several of his children moved from Wilkes 
to Warren Co., Ga. soon after the Revolution, and are listed by Smith 
(“Story of Georgia and the Ga. People’) as among the earliest settlers 
in Warren Co. From the Wilkes Co. records, the following seem to 
have been his children: 


83. Solomon Newsom. 
84. Hardy Newsom. 
85. Claiborne Newsom. 
86. Carter Newsom. 
87. Joseph Newsom. 
88. John Newsom. 


29. Amos Newsom (Thomas, William, William) 
b. abt. 1715-20 in Isle of Wight Co., Va.; probably moved to North 


Carolina, where his sons are mentioned in the list of Revolutionary 
soldiers; m. Agnes ——. 


Issue (dates taken from the Albemarle Parish Register): 


89. Hardy Newsom, b. Dec. 19, 1741, christened Mar. 21, 1742; served 
in the Revolution in North Carolina. 

90. Lucy Newsom, b. Dec. 19, 1743, christened Mar. 25, 1744. 

91. Jones Newsom, b. Dec. 14, 1749, christened Mar. 18, 1750; served 
in the Revolution in North Carolina. 

92. Randall Newsom, b. 1760/1; christened Feb. 1, 1761; served in the 
Revolution from North Carolina; probably identical with Randolph 
Newsom who m. Polly Izell in Sussex Co., Va. in 1785 (bond dated 
Aug. 16, 1785). 


33. Sarah Newsom (Thomas, William, William) 


b. abt. 1720-25 in Isle of Wight Co., Va.; d. in Sussex Co., Va. after 
1784; m. prior to 1745, when her father’s will was written, Thomas 
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Barham, son of Robert and Elizabeth (Clark) Barham, and grandson 
of Capt. Charles Barham of Surry Co. and his wife Elizabeth (see 
Appendix C: The Barham Family). Thomas Barham lived for some 
time in Isle of Wight Co., though born in Surry. He later moved to 
Sussex Co., where he died in 1784. His will, dated Aug. 17, 1782, and 
probated Sept. 16, 1784, mentions only his wife Sarah and his daughter 
Lucy. There were other children, however. Mary Moss, in her will 
in Sussex in 1775, mentions her daughter Elizabeth Barham and her 
son-in-law, Thomas Barham, Jr. Another daughter, Patty, is men- 
tioned in the Albemarle Parish Register; while Charles Barham and 
Benjamin Barham, whose children’s births are recorded in the same 
Register, were probably also sons of Thomas and Sarah Barham. The 
following dates are taken from the Albemarle Parish Register. 
Issue of Thomas and Elizabeth (Newsom) Barham: 
93. Thomas Barham, m. prior to 1775 Elizabeth Moss; had at least one 
daughter Mary (Polly), born Oct. 29, 1775, christened Feb. 11, 1776. 
94. Charles Barham (probably), m. Mary (Harwood?) ; and had issue: 
(1) Elizabeth, b. Jan. 23, 1763, christened Mar. 27, 1763; (2) 
Rebecca, b. April 17, 1764, christened May 20, 1764; (3) Amy, b. 
Feb. 19, 1766, christened Mar. 23, 1766; (4) Charlotte, b. June 14, 
1768 ; christened Sept. 4, 1768; (5) Mary Harwood, b. Jan. 19, 1771, 
christened Mar. 17, 1771; (6) Daniel, b. Dec. 2, 1773, christened Mar. 
13, 1774. 
95. Benjamin Barham (probably), m. Sarah, and had issue at least one 
son, John Barham, b. Feb. 13, 1771, christened June 9, 1771. 
96. Martha Barham (Patty), b. Jan. 4, 1763, christened Mar. 27, 1763. 
97. Lucy Barham, b. May 2, 1768, christened June 12, 1768. 


34. Jacob Newsom (Thomas, William, William) 

b. 1727-8 in Isle of Wight Co., Va.; d. 1778 in Southampton Co., Va.; 
m. Tabitha Gilliam. Jacob Newsom’s will, dated Oct. 2, 1771 and 
probated Nov. 12, 1778 in Southampton Co. (W. B. 3, p. 240) mentions 
his wife (Tabitha, son Gilliam (under 21), sons Littleberry, Isham and 
Jacob (all under age); and makes his wife Tabitha Newsom and his 
friends Anselm and Isham Gilliam his executors. 

Issue: 

98. Gilliam Newsom, moved to Halifax Co., N. C., where he was living 
in 1790. 
99. Littleberry Newsom, m. Mary 


, and d. in Surry Co., Va., 


prior to 1820; the will of his widow Mary Newsom was probated 
in Surry Co. in 1820, and mentions her children Gilliam H., Robert 
and Alexander Newsom, and Eliza M. Drewry. The son Robert 
m. Malicy Slaid in Surry Co. Nov. 23, 1821, and d. there in 1833. 

100. Isham Newsom, m. 1782 in Southampton Co., Va., his cousin, Sarah 
Newsom (No. 61), son of Joseph Newsom (Robert, William, 
William). 
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101. Jacob Newsom, m. 1786 in Sussex Co., Va., Polly Barham (bond 
dated Jan. 13, 1786) ; moved to Halifax Co., N. C. 

102. Lucy Newsom, not mentioned in her father’s will, but there is a 
marriage bond in Southampton Co. dated Dec. 29, 1789 between 
Thomas Porter and Lucy Newsom, daughter of Jacob Newsom. 

35. David Newsom (Thomas, William, William) 

b. 1730-31 in Isle of Wight Co., Va.; d. 1768 in Southampton Co., Va.; 
m. abt. 1755 Mary Barham, daughter of Charles Barham of South- 
ampton Co. David Newsom first appears in the records of Southamp- 
ton Co. in a deed dated Aug. 13, 1752 (D. B. 1, p. 372). His will, dated 
Nov. 22, 1767 and probated in Southampton July 4, 1768 (W. B. 2, p. 
244), mentions his wife Mary, his children, Randolph, Joel, Barham, 
William, Lucy and James Newsom, and makes his wife and friend 
James Barham executors. The widow, Mary Newsom, m. (2) in 1771 
Howell Harris (bond dated Nov. 14, 1771 in Southampton between 
Howell Harris and Mary Newsom, widow). Her father, Charles Bar- 
ham, in his will probated in 1791 in Southampton Co., mentions among 
other legatees his grandsons Joel and Barham Newsom, and his daugh- 
ter Mary Harris, showing that she was still living at this time. (See 
Appendix C: The Barham Family). 


Issue of David and Mary (Barham) Newsom: 


103. Randolph Newsom, b. abt. 1755. 

104. Lucy Newsom, m. in Southampton in 1772 William Myrick (mar- 
riage bond dated Jan. 16, 1772 between William Myrick of Sussex 
Co. and Lucy Newsom, “an infant orphan,” dr. of David Newsom, 
decd.). 

105. Joel Newsom, b. abt. 1760. 

106. Barham Newsom, d. abt. 1803 in Southampton Co., Va. (cf. his 
Account Current, dated Nov. 26, 1814, W. B. 7, p. 397, signed by 
David Newsom, Jr., his administrator). 

107. William Newsom. 

108. James Newsom, lived in Sussex Co., Va., and was a soldier in the 
Revolution from Virginia. 


Fifth Generation. 


36. William Newsom (John, William, William, William) 

b. abt. 1730 in Surry Co., Va.; d. probably in Dinwiddie Co., Va.; m. 
1757 in Southampton Co. Elizabeth Gray, dr. of J. Gray (bond dated 
Sept. 13, 1757). His marriage bond calls him “of Dinwiddie,” and so 
do several deeds in Mecklenburg Co., Va. However, he lived for a 
number of years in Southampton Co., where he appears in the tax-lists 
as “William Newsom of John.” On June 21, 1796 William Newsom of 
Southampton and his wife Elizabeth deeded land in Sussex Co. to 
Francis Newsum (his brother). The following dates of his children’s 
births are taken from the Albemarle Parish Register, except the last. 


| 
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Issue: 

109. Frank Newsom, b. May 22, 1764, christened Sept. 9, 1764. 

110. Balaam Newsom, b. May 26, 1766, christened Aug. 10, 1766. 

111. Eldridge Newsom, b. Aug. 7, 1769, christened Feb. 15, 1770. 

112. Fanny Newsom, b. Sept. 15, 1772, christened Nov. 22, 1772. 

113. Susannah Newsom, m. in 1799 in Southampton Co., Philip Claud 
(bond dated Aug. 19, 1799 between Philip Claud and Susanna 
Newsum, dr. of William and Elizabeth Newsum). 


38. Francis Newsom (John, William, William, William) 


b. abt. 1735-40 in Surry Co., Va.; m. 1761 in Southampton Co. Mary 
Simmons, daughter of Benjamin Simmons who was Burgess for a 
number of years from Southampton Co., and granddaughter of John 
Simmons, who was also a member of the House of Burgesses from 
Southampton (marriage bond dated Dec. 28, 1761 between Francis New- 
sum of Dinwiddie and Mary Simmons, dr. of Benjamin Simmons). 

Issue: 

114. John Newsom, mentioned in the will of his grandfather John New- 
som in 1770 in Surry Co. as “my grandson John son of Francis.” 

115. Robert Newsom, mentioned in the will of his aunt, Martha Sim- 
mons, in Sussex Co. in 1781 as “my nephew Robert Newsum, son 
of Mary and Francis Newsum.” 

116. Sarah Newsom, m. 1791 in Southampton Co. Walter Payne (bond 
dated May 14, 1791). 


48. David Newsom (Joel, John, William, William) 


b. in Surry Co., Va. or Northampton Co., N. C.; d. probably in 
Wayne Co., N. C.; m. Sarah —— (who d. June 11, 1813 in Wayne Co., 
N. C.) David and Sarah Newsom were Quakers and the following 
family record is taken from Hinshaw “Encyclopedia of American 
Quaker Genealogy,” Vol. I, p. 292 (Cormtentnea Monthly Meeting, 
Wayne Co., N. C.) 


Issue: 


117. Elizabeth Newsom, b. Dec. 9, 1765. 

118. Robert Newsom, b. Mar. 4, 1770, d. Nov. 7, 1794. 

119. Millicent Newsom, b. Aug. 7, 1772. 

120. Willis Newsom, b. Feb. 25, 1775; m. Lydia , who d. Nov. 4, 
1817; issue: (1) Rebecca, b. Feb. 28, 1806; (2) Nathan, b. June 
23, 1807; (3) Mary, b. Jan. 9, 1810; (4) Willis, b. Aug. 13, 1815, 
d. Jan. 4, 1816; (5) Lydia, b. Nov. 23, 1816, d. July 8, 1817. 

121. Daniel Newsom, b. Nov. 19, 1777. 

122. Zilphia Newsom, b. April 9, 1780, d. Sept. 27, 1801. 

123. Sarah Newsom, b. Dec. 21, 1783. 

124. David Newsom, b. Nov. 18, 1787. 

125. Joel Newsom, b. June 3, 1790; m. Peninah 
Newsom, b. Dec. 20, 1815. 

126. John Newsom, b. Nov. 17, 1792. 


; issue: (1) Jose 
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50. William Newsom (Joel, John, William, William) 

b. in Surry Co., Va. or Northampton Co., N. C.; d. probably in 
Wayne Co., N. C.; m. Mary He and his wife, like his brother 
David, were Quakers, and the family record is taken from the same 
source. 


Issue: 
127. Joab Newsom, b. Dec. 8, 1770. 
128. Charity Newsom, b. Sept. 27, 1775. 
129. Joseph Newsom, b. Aug. 10, 1777. 
130. Mary Newsom, b. Oct. 20, 1779. 
131. Pheriby Newsom, b. Dec. 22, 1780. 
132. Jordan Newsom, b. Mar. 1, 1785. 


53. Benjamin Newsom (Robert, Robert, William, William) 


b. abt. 1735-40 in Isle of Wight Co., Va.; d. 1800 in Southampton 
Co., Va.; m. Mary Crawford of Surry Co. Benjamin Newsom’s will, 
dated Dec. 14, 1799 and probated in Southampton Co. Feb. 17, 1800, 
mentions his daughter Elizabeth, granddaughter Dysa Newsom, and 
grandson Crafford Newsom (W. B. 5, p. 181). The dates in the follow- 
ing family record are taken from the Albemarle Parish Register. 


Issue: 

133. Crawford Newsom, b. 1760, christened Feb. 3, 1760; served in the 
Va. troops in the Revolution; d. in Southampton Co. abt. 1799 ; had 
probably at least two children, Dysa and Crawford Newsom, men- 
tioned in their grandfather’s will. 

134. Carter Newsom, b. 1761, christened April 26, 1761; served in the 
Virginia troops in the Revolution. 

135. Benjamin Newsom, b. Nov. 15, 1762, christened June 19, 1763. 

136. John Newsom, b. Oct. 11, 1764, christened Oct. 5, 1766. 

137. Holliday Newsom, b. June 6, 1766, christened Oct. 5, 1766. 

138. Elizabeth Newsom. 


56. Joel Newsom (Joseph, Robert, William, William) 


b. abt. 1750-55 in Southampton Co., Va.; died in Southampton Co., 
his inventory occuring in that year; m. prior to 1786 Sarah : 
Joel Newsom first apepars in 1775 (D. B. 5, p. 142). In 1793 he and 
his wife Sarah deeded land which was a part of the dower of Patience 
Newsom (his stepmother) (D. B. 8, p. 22). He left no will, but the 
following seem to have been his children: 


139. David Newsom, served in the War of 1812, in which he died. His 
will (W. B. 7, p. 327), dated June 28, 1813, and probated Jan. 17, 
1814, states that “being called to Norfolk in defence of my country,” 
he makes his will, leaving all his property to his mother Sarah 
Newsom. 

140. Nancy Newsom, (Marriage bond in Southampton Jan. 29, 1802 of 
William Newsum and Nancy Newsum, daughter of Joel). 
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141. Elizabeth Newsom (Marriage bond Sept. 1, 1810 of John Myrick 
and Elizabeth Newsum dr. of Sarah; David Newsum, security). 

142. Cynthia Newsom (Marriage bond June 5, 1814 of Cader Powell 
and Cynthia Newsum dr. of Sarah). 


58. Benjamin Newsom (Joseph, Robert, William, William) 


m. (probably) Phoebe Turner, dr. of Benjamin Turner of South- 
ampton Co. Benjamin Newsom and wife Phoebe deeded land in South- 
ampton June 12, 1771 (D. B. 4, p. 329). Benjamin Turner in his will 
dated May 26, 1771 and probated Aug. 9, 1781, leaves property to his 
grandchildren Turner, James and Phoebe Newsom. The similarity of 
names make it probable that these were all the same family. 


Issue: 

143. Turner Newsom, m. 1796 Sylvia Murfree (bond Southampton Co. 
dated June 22, 1796) ; issue at least one dr., Phoebe who m. 1820 
Gregory Rawlings (bond dated Aug. 28, 1820). 

144. Phoebe Newsom. 

145. James Newsom. 


65. Nathanael Newsom (Thomas, Thomas, William, William) 


b. Sept. 23, 1740 in Surrey Co.; d. probably in Sussex Co.; m. 
Susannah —————. Nathanael Newsom was a Captain in the Virginia 
troops in the Revolution, serving from Sussex Co. The dates regarding 
his family are taken from the Albemarle Parish Register. 


Issue: 

146. Thomas Newsom, b. Jan. 5, 1767, christened Mar. 2, 1767. 

147. Barham Newsom, b. Feb. 16, 1769, christened April 16, 1769; 
probably moved to Brunswick Co., where the will of Barham 
Newsom was probated in the May Court, 1821, leaving his property 
to his wife Catherine, and sons Thomas P. and Henry B. Newsom 
(the latter under 18). 


148. Anthony Newsom, b. April 7, 1771, christened June 9, 1771. 


103. Randolph Newsom (David, Thomas, William, William) 

b. abt. 1755 in Southampton Co., Va.; d. 1819 in Southampton Co.; 
m. (1) Sarah Mason, dr. of Christopher and Sarah (Chappell) Mason 
(See Appendix D: Northington, Chappell, Jones and Briggs Families) ; 
m. (2) 1817 in Southampton Co. Lucy Johnston (bond dated Mar. 25, 
1817). Randolph Newsom first appears in Southampton Co. Dec. 14, 
1775, when he was deeded land by his brother-in-law and sister, 
William and Lucy Myrick (D. B. 5, p. 181). He appears in other 
deeds in connection with his brother, Joel Newsom (D. B. 6, pp. 
103, 504). He and his wife were for many years members of the Rac- 
coon Swamp Baptist Church in Sussex Co., the names of Randolph 
Newsom and Sarah Newsom appearing in the list of members in 
both 1789 and 1813. Probably Sarah Newsom died soon after 1813. 
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The will of her mother Sarah Mason, probated in 1796 in Brunswick 
Co., Va., mentions among other legatees her daughter Sarah Newsom 
and son Randolph Newsom (see Appendix D.). Other members of 
the Raccoon Swamp Church in the list of 1789 were Randolph New- 
som’s brother-in-law and sister, William and Lucy Myrick; his brother 
Barham Newsom; and his aunt-in-law, Hannah Barham, wife of 
Robert Barham (see Appendix C). Randolph Newsom seems to have 
had no children by his second marriage. His will, dated May 25, 1817 
and probated in Southampton Co. July 19, 1819 (W. B. 9, p. 20), men- 
tions his wife Lucy, his sons David and Randolph W. Newsom, and 
his daughters Polly Richardson, Lucy Chambliss, Eliza Peterson, 
Martha Mason, and Rebecca Mason wife of William B. Mason. 


Issue of Randolph and Sarah Newsom: 

149. David Newsom. 

150. Mary Newsom, m. 1796 John T. Richardson (bond in Southampton 
Co. dated Sept. 8, 1796). 

151. Lucy Newsom, m. Capt. James Chambliss of the War of 1812. 

152. Elizabeth Newsom, m. Peterson. 

153. Martha Newsom, m. 1812 Henry Mason (bond in Southampton 
dated Oct. 7, 1812). 

154. Rebecca Newsom, m. William B. Mason. 

155. Randolph Waddle Newsom. 


105. Joel Newsom (David, Thomas, William, William) 


b. abt. 1760 in Southampton Co., Va.; d. 1831-35 in Greene Co., Ga.; 
m. 1781-2 Anne (Nancy) Northington, dr. of Nathan and Rebecca 
(Chappell) Northington of Sussex Co., Va., a first cousin of Sarah 
Mason, who m. his brother Randolph Newsom (see Apendix D: 
Northington, Chappell, Jones and Briggs Families). Anne Northington 
was born Feb. 5, 1765. She was still unmarried on Sept. 21, 1780, 
when she was under the guardianship of her brother, Jabez Northing- 
ton, and was married to Joel Newsom some time before Nov. 18, 
1783, when their eldest son, Robert Newsom, was born. Joel Newsom 
and Ann his wife appear among the others heirs of Nathan Northing- 
ton in a chancery suit in 1787 in Sussex Co. (Order Bk. 1786-91, p. 
184). She died about 1845-50 at the home of her youngest son, William 
Newsom, or her daughter Mrs. Vason, in Morgan Co., Ga., (adjoining 
Greene Co., Ga., where she and her husband lived most of their lives). 
My great-aunt, Eliza (Holtzclaw) English, b. 1838, remembered her 
great-grandmother Newsom (Nancy Northington) well, and said that 
she was a “big girl” when Mrs. Newsom died. Further than this, it 
is impossible to determine the exact date of her death. On Dec. 2, 
1835 Nancy Newsom, then residing in Crawford’s District, Morgan Co., 
Ga., as the widow of a Revolutionary soldier, was granted Land Lot 
95, 8th District, 3d section of Cherokee land in the “Cherokee Land 
Lottery” by the State of Georgia, and the record of the grant is ex- 
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tant in the Georgia Land Office. This proves that her husband, Joel 
Newsom, was a soldier in the Revolution, and is also confirmed by 
the family tradition through two of his great-grandsons, William J. 
Newsom of Union Point, Ga. and Judge H. M. Holtzclaw of Perry, 
Ga., both of whom said that they had often heard their Grandfather, 
Robert Newsom, say that his father Joel served in the Revolution in 
Virginia. The list of Virginia troops does not show the name of Joel 
Newsom. However, in the loose certificates paying Revolutionary 
claims from Southampton Co., Va. in the Virginia Department of 
Archives, there is record of a payment to Joel Newsom for 33 gals. 
of Brandy furnished the Virginia troops, dated Sept. 15, 1780. 

Joel Newsom first appears in the deeds of Southampton Co. on 
Aug. 17, 1782, when he deeded slaves to his brother, Randolph New- 
som (D. B. 6, p. 103). He and his wife Nancy sold their land in South- 
ampton Co. April 8, 1790 (D. B. 7, p. 327), and moved to Georgia 
soon thereafter. He seems to have lived first in Columbia Co., Ga., for 
he was appointed a Justice there Mar. 26, 1803. Soon afterwards he 
moved to Greene Co., where he last appears in March, 1831 as deed- 
ing land. He died between that time and 1835, when his widow was 
granted land as the widow of a Revolutionary soldier. On May 30, 
1837 his youngest son, William Newsom, and his sons-in-law John 
Vason, Seaborn A. Houghton, and Jeptha Davis, made a contract divid- 
ing some of his land. 


Issue of Joel and Nancy Newsom: 


156. Robert Newsom, b. Nov. 18, 1783. 

157. Rebecca Newsom, m. John Vason of Morgan Co., Ga. John 
Vason’s will (W. B. C. p. 104), dated Mar. 21, 1846, and probated 
in Morgan Co., Nov. 10, 1846, mentions his wife, Rebecca; sons, 
Jesse M., William I., David A., and John C. Vason; and daughters, 
Eliza Hemphill, Martha E. Vason, Nancy Woods, and Emily 
Owens (deceased). 


158. ————— Newsom, m. Jephtha V. Davis. 

159. David A. Newsom. 

160. Ann N. Newsom, m. Seaborn A. Houghton in Green Co., Feb. 21, 
1822, and later moved to Alabama. 

161. Joel Newsom, Jr., d. 1827 or 1828, Joel Newsom, Sr. and Robert 
Newsom being the administrators of his estate, Jan., 1828. 

162. James Newsom, m. Sept. 20, 1831, in Morgan Co., Elizabeth P. 
Thomas. 

163. William Newsom, b. 1808, moved to Morgan Co., after his father’s 
death; m. in Morgan Co., Edy Tucker, dr. of Whitfield Tucker 
(Morgan Co. D. B. J. p. 494) ; moved to Lee Co. after his mother’s 
death and was living there in 1850, his family consisting of William 
Newsom aged 42, Edy Newsom aged 28, Ann E. Newsom aged 12, 
Sarah H. Newsom aged 8, William H. Newsom aged 5, and 
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Augustus T. Newsom aged 2; served as a member of the Georgia 
Senate from Lee Co. 1853-4, Member of the Constitution! Conven- 
tion 1865, Justice of the Inferior Court 1849-52, Judge of the 
County Court 1866. 


107. William Newsom (David, Thomas, William, William) 


b. abt. 1760-65 in Southampton Co., Va.; d. 1818 in Southampton; 
m. 1789 Mary Cocke Simmons, dr. of John Simmons, Sr. (bond in South- 
ampton dated April 19, 1789). His will, dated Jan. 16, 1818, and probated 
in Southampton Feb. 16, 1818, mentions his wife Mary; five children 
Simmons, David R., James J., John and Dorothy; and Mary S. Butts 
(relation not stated, but probably a granddaughter). William Newsom 
served in the Revolution from Virginia and is in the list of Va. troops. 

Issue: 

164. Lucy Thorp Newsom, m. 1810, John Butts (bond in Southampton 
Co. dated April 16, 1810, of John Butts and Lucy Thorp Newsom, 
dr. of William Newsom). 

165. Simmons Newsom. 

166. David R. Newsom. 

167. James J. Newsom. 

168. John Newsom. 

169. Dorothy Newsom. 


(To be continued) 
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THe ANCESTRY oF WILLIAM CLopTON oF YorK CouNTY, VIRGINIA; with 
records of some of his descendants, to which are added Royal Lines; 
Magna Carta Sureties; Charters; Wills; Deeds, etc. Compiled by Lucy 
Lane (Mrs. William Whitehead) Erwin. Privately printed, limited edi- 
tion; price $10.00. May be had of the author, 35 East Ninth Street, New 
York City. 


The author states that her purpose in compiling this book was to establish 
the ancestry of William Clopton, who settled in that part of York County 
which later became New Kent. This she has done with a thoroughness that 
leaves nothing to be desired. Herself a scholarly genealogist, she has pro- 
duced a solid structure, built on documentary evidence. Only recorded docu- 
ments have been relied on; traditions are not even mentioned. Citations are 
complete. The Clopton line is traced back to Walter de Cloptunne, who 
lived in the time of Richard the First. 

While the main purpose of the author was to trace the ancestry of Wil- 
liam Clopton, the progenitor of the Virginia line, she has added greatly to 
the value of the book by giving many of the Clopton and allied lines to the 
present day. The book is not, and does not profess to be, complete in this 
respect. A complete genealogy, added to the line from the 12th century, 
with allied lines in England (which are treated), would have made a huge 
volume; and in her efforts to secure data of recent generations, some of her 
inquiries were unanswered. But with the data she gives, it should not, in 
most cases, be difficult for present-day descendants to establish their con- 
nections. 

In format the book is superb; illustrations of persons, places, and docu- 
ments are profuse and excellently done; and the Indices are full. 


J. D. Eceieston. 


George WASHINGTON. By Nathaniel Wright Stephenson and Waldo Hilary 
Dunn. Volume One, 1732-1777. Volume Two, 1778-1799. Oxford Uni- 
versity Press. New York, London, Toronto. 1940. $10.00. 


George Washington has been so much written about that a new book on 
the subject is apt rather to be greeted with groans than with pleasure. 
Yet of the vast number of lives of the First President one can count on 
one’s fingers the really interesting books. Marshall's Washington, the 
first important biography, is incredibly dull, illustrating the fact that a 
great intellect is not necessarily a good writer. Actually, the best life of 
Washington is by the novelist Rupert Hughes, who treats the immortal 
George as a human being instead of a statuesque compendium of all human 
virtues. 

In view of the vast Washington literature the present work comes as a 
pleasant surprise. The late professor Stephenson and his associate, Mr. 
Dunn, have done an exceedingly good job. In fact, their book is, in some 
respects, the best life. It is the best in the sense that the authors have 
used the huge collection of Washington’s letters more fully than any other 
writers. It follows, therefore, that the reader gets from these pages the 
minutiae of Washington’s life as he does not get it from other lives. In- 
deed, much matter is incorporated here that is new or that has been seldom 
referred to before. 
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Washington's feelings and thoughts are carefully deduced from the mass 
of his letters, and it must be said that the deductions are generally very 
reasonable. No new Washington emerges from the pages of these volumes, 
which is not revolutionary in any sense, but a somewhat modified image 
of the great man does come in view. The authors are hero worshippers, 
not debunkers, and they maintain the traditional Washington though a 
much humanized one. Washington is to them essentially a man if a very 
great man. 

Altogether, the first volume is excellent. It as a vast labor, carefully 
and thoroughly done. Minor errors occur (as for instance “Mount” Pleas- 
ant for Point Pleasant) but the general accuracy of the work is very high. 

The second volume is in keeping with the high standard of the first. 
Considering that the authors are not military men, the description of the 
events of the war in 1778 and 1781 is extraordinarily good; in fact, the 
account of Monmouth Courthouse (June 28, 1778) is probably the fairest 
and best ever made of that much discussed battle. 

The account of Washington’s presidency is also admirable, at once full 
but not too full and marked by sound judgment. The story of the episode 
that led to Randolph's resignation as Secretary of State is particularly 
discriminating. The style, while dignified, is not heavy and at times 
rises to literary art. After reading these volumes one is led to believe 
that another life of Washington will not be needed, that the subject has 
been adequately covered. The book is earnestly recommended to all stu- 
dents of American history. 

H. J. ECKENRODE. 


Tue OLp AND THE Quaint IN Vircinia. By Georgia Dickinson Wardlaw. 
Richmond, The Dietz Press. 1939. 328 pages. $3.00. 


On the title page of her book, Mrs. Wardlaw uses a well-chosen quo- 
tation which states its theme. It is: “The man who will tell the story of a 
race, a nation, or a period according to the clothing, dwellings, utensils, and 
everyday art of it will be, I vow, the only true historian of them all.” Then, 
in the chapters of her book—chapters which deal with samplers, silhouettes, 
valentines, quilts, fans, clothing, furniture, silver, china, dolls and duelling 
pistols—she tries to indicate the number and variety of these things in Vir- 
ginia and how they have bearing upon its social history. The book is valu- 
able, not because its author has succeeded in doing this (indeed, it would be 
impossible to accomplish it in a single volume), but because she indicates 
how much it needs doing. She has, as it were, “spied out the land,’’ and 
shown the wealth waiting to be explored. 

In Colonial Virginia, Its People and Its Customs, Mrs. Mary Newton 
Stanard first called attention to the extent of material for historians to be 
found in the everyday things in Virginia, but her book dealt exclusively 
with the colonial period. Mrs. Wardlaw touches upon the 19th century, as 
well. Both books leave the reader conscious that there is more to be said. 
For instance, the presence of Virginia silversmiths, clock-makers, furniture- 
makers, and other craftsmen is hinted at, but not established. It has long 
been a matter of concern to those of us who work with the products of 
craftsmen, that the authoritative books on the subject seem to skip from 
Baltimore to Charleston in their investigations, ignoring almost altogether 
this and our neighbor state as though both were deserts of craftsmanship. 
It is somewhat of a disappointment that Mrs. Wardlaw’s researches have 
failed to disclose any native craftsmen. However, she has uncovered so 
much else that one ought not to complain, but to hope that her next effort 
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will be directed toward unearthing the work of artisans, who must be 
merely anonymous and not entirely non-existant. 

The chapters of Mrs. Wardlaw’s book are of considerable interest and 
some of them of much value. The chapters on “Old Fabrics and Fash- 
ions,” “Fine Furniture,” and “The Saga of Silver,” for instance, with their 
ample references to inventories and wills, newspapers and contemporary 
documents, give real insight into the possessions and tastes of former Vir- 
ginians. On the other hand, the chapter on “Patchwork,” an essay on 
quilts dealing with history and generalities, does not describe a single his- 
toric Virginia piece, though there must be many of them. 

In introducing each new topic, the author gives a brief summary of its 
background and history, gleaned from specialized books and encyclopedias. 
These readable summaries will enlighten the lay reader and the novice, 
and whet the curiosity of the more serious and experienced. Though the 
book does not include a bibliography for those who wish to read further 
about fans or valentines, dolls or china, there are frequent references in 
the text which will be of help to them. 

Mrs. Wardlaw is successful in presenting the romances which surround 
the articles of furniture, silver, costume and so forth with which her book 
deals. This is a fortunate talent, for by its means the interest of those 
who cannot at once perceive the intrinsic value of such objects is aroused. 
Her real love of the things she describes is manifest on every page, and 
one gets the feeling that the author must have hugely enjoyed both her 
researches and her recounting of them. 

The thirty-one illustrations in the book, as well as the author’s descrip- 
tions of the articles mentioned but not illustrated, make one wish that more 
pictures had been possible. The people who have made public and private 
collections available to the author are to be commended, for it is only 
through so encouraging those who wish to write the history of these sim- 
ple treasures which reveal the tastes and habits of past times that the social 
history of them can be completely written. 


H. G. McCormack. 


THe Casetts AND THEIR Kin. By Alexander Brown, D. C. L., LL. D., 
Richmond ; Garrett and Massie, 1939. 708 pp. $15.00. A facsimile reprint 
of the first edition of 1895, with appendix of Compiler's notes and cor- 
rections. 


All who take pleasure in Virginiana, will be much interested in this new 
edition of The Cabells and Their Kin. Written nearly a half century ago, 
this work was kindly received at that time. As Mr. Tutwiler states in his 
preface, there is no change in the text. However an appendix, comprising 
the notes and corrections made in Dr. Brown’s personal copy of this work, 
has been added; the va!ue of which can be immediately seen. 

The descendants of Robert Davis, Sr., as well as those of Dr. William 
Cabell will with real pleasure read once more this work and look forward 
to the “Later Generations,” now in preparation by Mr. Carrington Cabell 
Tutwiler, embracing the Cabells and their alliances since 1895. 

Printed in 14 point Garamond type, on antique paper, The Cabells and 
Their Kin is, now as always, delightful and truly worthwhile reading. 


Anprew Lewis Rirrre, IV. 
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FRENCH TRAVELERS IN THE SOUTHEASTERN UNITED StTaTEs—1775-1800. 
By Lee W. Ryan, Instructor in French, Indiana University. The Prin- 
cipia Press, Inc., Bloomington, Indiana. 1939. Price, $2.00. 

A large number of Frenchmen came to America between the years 1775 
and 1800, to study the institutions and peoples of the States, and for other 
purposes, many of whom left journals of travels and observations, several of 
which are gathered and set down in this little volume of one hundred and 
seven pages of singularly interesting reading. In it there are incidents of 
many kinds, from all angles, viewpoints and localities, especially the cities 
and towns of the South. In it there are as many opinions as there were 
writers, and as many contradictions as there were opinions. Some of these 
travelers held such grotesque opinions as to slavery as never entered the 
fertile brains of the Abolitionists of New England after 1800. One would 
imagine that whenever a slave was punished for stealing or disobedience 
those sojourners were eye witnesses on the spot. The wonder is that the 
chroniclers did not comprehend that America had not come of age; that 
conditions as to education, colleges, inns and traveling facilities were neces- 
sarily primitive; and they failed to recognize the fact that all of them were 
comparing young America to ancient France. Another wonder is that they 
held their opinions at the period when their homeland was engaged in that 
monstrous beginnings and ending of the barbaric French Revolution, which 
shocked even the “poor barbarians” of the Southland of America. 

But all this does not detract in the least from the intense interest created 
throughout the volume, and while the French travelers are unusually harsh, 
much of the sting is taken from it by our own understanding of the times 
in which these travelers detailed the alleged shortcomings of our young 


nation. 
Epwarp L. Ryan. 


FrANcis WALKER GILMER: Life and Learning in Jefferson’s Virginia. By 
Richard Beale Davis. A Study in Virginia Literary Culture in the First 
Quarter of the Nineteenth Century. The Dietz Press, Richmond, Va. 
1939. Price, $5.00. 


Francis Walker Gilmer was of a family remarkable for extraordinary 
mental capacities, but the span of his life was short, but for which he would 
have made for himself the highest intellectual niche among Virginia’s jew- 
els. As it was he became known as the leading intellectual of his day, attain- 
ing that eminence by his own native genius, to which was added the direction 
and help of his beloved and helpful friend William Wirt. He also had the 
advantage of the cultivated environment of scholarly men who lived along 
the roadway from Gordonsville to Charlottesville, and along the Rivanna 
and around “Pen Park,” the place of his birth. 

He was born on the 9th day of October, 1790, and had reached the age of 
thirty-six years at his death, on the 26th day of February, 1826, about the 
time of the opening of the University of Virginia, in the chair of law in 
which he had been selected as the first professor, but his death occurred 
before he could deliver a single lecture. At this time he had become one of 
the profoundest of the great lawyers of his day, and had for his friends the 
mighty Mr. Jefferson, the society of Mr. Madison. He was also the friend 
of Littleton Waller Tazewell, John Randolph, of Roanoke, and many of the 
other leading characters of his time. 

Mr. Jefferson thought so highly of his general literary attainments that 
he was sent to Europe to select the professors for all the chairs at the new 
university, a commission which he discharged with such success, after many 
trials, traveling and efforts, that the university became at once a place of 
scholarly standing, due to the eminence of his selections. Much of the 
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final chapters of this volume of 408 pages is in relation to this mission in 
search of competent teachers, but one’s interest does not lag as to this or 
any other part of the book. 

Of greatest interest is the number of eminent men’s names called, and 
the details and insights into their characters. It is doubtful if any country 
has produced, in the lifetime of one young man, such an array of talent 
and learning as the men who made up the list of the friends of Francis 
Walker Gilmer. The most interesting of these characters is the enigmatic 
John Randolph, of Roanoke, but the book makes him quite a likeable 
human being, capable of forming the most lasting friendships. 

There should be no confusion in the names of Francis Walker Gilmer 
and his nephew, Thomas Walker Gilmer, Governor of Virginia, another 
of Virginia’s jewels by the name of Gilmer, who, like his uncle, died early 
but more tragically, as the result of the explosion of the trial of the gun 
on the Princeton man-of-war, in the Potomac, he being at the time the 
Secretary of the Navy under President Tyler. 

This volume is a splendid addition to the intellectual development in the 
early years of the State of Virginia, is engagingly and carefully written, 
and should be in the library of all those who venerate the men and the 


history of the early “Old Dominion.” 
Epwarp L. Ryan. 
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